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Not feeling blue 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 
I not exactly easy to be someone whose politics lean to the left in Alberta. 


Often the only hope against the overwhelming Tory tide is to strategically 
unite around one progressive candidate, and even that kind of compro- 
mised victory is often little more than a pipe dream. 

Which ts exactly why Linda Duncan’s victory in Edmonton-Strathcona is so 
heartening. It’s badly needed proof that with focus, solid organization and the 
right candidate, there is some hope for those of us who don’t see the world 
through Tory blue glasses. Duncan didn’t need the cushion of incumbency or 
the promise of a waiting ministry to tip the scales in her favour, like our previ- 
ous lone exception: she simply brought together or convinced enough people 
that she was the right choice. 

What might be even more heartening is that Duncan isn’t the first progres- 
sive-leaning Edmonton candidate to pull this off. The less said about provincial 
politics the better, but Ward 5 councillor Don Iveson followed a very similar path 
to success, right down to ousting a right-leaning career hack for his current 
spot. Now, Iveson and Duncan share significant parts of the electoral map, 
which should temper our optimism somewhat—Strathcona, after all, is the clos- 
est thing the provincial NDP have to a guaranteed seat. That said, both of their 
constituencies spread out to the edges of the city—opposite edges at that— 
which is some indication that progressive candidates don't always need to be in 
the shadow of the university to get people to listen to them. 

But, while it may be the first baby steps in a walk to the left for Edmonton, it’s 
absolutely crucial that we keep in mind how we got to even this modest point. 
Iveson and Duncan ran two of the sharpest campaigns our city has seen in some 
time, and even then their victories, particularly the latter's, were narrow. Faced 
with a populace that still has the Tories as their default setting, progressive candi- 
dates will continue to have to work and organize at a level far higher than their 
competitors. By all means we should savour the victory, but if we're ever going to 
add even more colour to the electoral map, we'll have to be just as smart and 
savvy as the people who made it happen already. v 
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=/LETTERS 


WASTE NOT, WANT NOT 


In the last election, more than 7.5 million 
voters cast their votes for candidates 
who did not get elected, and ended up 
“represented” by people they voted 
against (“Making votes count,” Oct 9 - 
Oct 15, 2008). Most MPs “represent” 
mostly people who voted against them! 
Fair Vote Canada is holding a contest at 
OrphanVoters.ca to guess how many 
votes will be wasted this time. 

WAYNE SMITH 


SAD ABOUT SAG-D 


I'm confused by the response from Mr 
Lowery ("Clearing the water on Long 
Lake,” Letters, Oct 9 - Oct 15, 2008) to 
my column criticizing the Opti-Nexen 
Long Lake project. 

My column clearly states that the 
Nexen Long Lake plant is not a “surface 
mining project.” That is the entire basis 
of the article. But to’state that “the proj- 
ect itself does not have a large impact 
on the surface of the land compared to a 
surface mining project” is to hope that 
people cannot see with their own eyes. 
Based on recent fly-overs of the area 
(the Long Lake North plant has massive 
security gates that make it impossible to 


VOEPOINT 


see up close on the ground), the Long 
Lake plant covers an absolutely breath- 
taking level of ground compared with 
any other Sag-D operation. When photos 
like the one | include are shown to peo- 
ple of the plant, they often remark “That 
looks like one of the mining plants"— 
something the other Sag-D plants simply 
do not, despite their having a much 
greater ecological imprint than a conven- 
tional oil pump jack or similar. 

His argument that were it not for using 
“asphaltenes” to power the plant that 
either coal or natural gas would be 
“required” is simply bizarre. The reasons 
more and more people are opposed to 
operations like this often begin with con- 
cerns about climate change. The Alberta 
power grid is indeed stretched to the 
maximum, but to produce power with the 
waste byproducts of a massive plant like 
this cannot possibly be justified given 
that we are talking about a plant that will 
produce in the neighbourhood of six or 
more times the greenhouse gas emis- 
sions of a regular conventional crude 
pump producing the same number of bar- 
rels of crude. Further, not only is the 


amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
much higher, the amount of actual gaso 
line that can be produced for cars is fai 
lower when you begin with tar sands 
bitumen (as opposed to “normal” crude), 
making for very little in the way of gains 

Given the horrible environmental costs 
of mining and burning coal, the theft of 
heating power for people’s.homes o! 
using the cleanest-burning fossil fue! 
(natural gas), or the threat to the atmos 
phere of “cogeneration” waste burning 
there is an option not mentioned that 
needs to be considered: whether a plant 
like this ought to be allowed to operate al 
all, rather than a debate as to how to 
power this destructive project. 

| do indeed ride my bike for work in 
Edmonton, but it doesn’t matter even if! 
didn't—thanks to politicians in Edmon- 
ton, Ottawa and Washington any “oil 
extracted from the tar sands is almost 
certainly being exported directly to the 
United States and is not used to power 
any local vehicles anyhow—so such 
comments merit only a saddened snick- 
ey, rather than an actual reply. 
MACDONALD STAINSBY 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TSJ 117), by 
ax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference 's 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. F 


Dewey defeats Truman 


The story of two ‘victory’ parties as premature call of Jaffer win gives way to Duncan victory 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vuewsekly.com 
until about 10 pm, the Rose 
& Crown pub in downtown 
Edmonton was a subdued 
affair. This was, after all, an NDP elec- 
tion party in conservative Alberta. 

When television coverage of the 
yote started at 7:30 pm, members of 
the media outnumbered the handful 
of NDP supporters scattered at tables 
watching the screens as Elizabeth 
May gave her concession speech. 

A half-hearted hoot went up from 
a corner of the bar as early returns 
from one poll in Edmonton showed 
perennial NDP candidate Hana 
Razga leading in Edmonton-Leduc. 
Minutes later, she had dropped to 
third, and spirits seemed to follow. 

As polls on the West Coast closed 
and viewers in BC joined the cover- 
age at 8 pm, they were met with 
Peter Mansbridge calling the election 
for the Conservatives. As volunteers 
duct-taped “Jack Layton and the 
Alberta team” signs to the wall 
behind the small stage, discussion 
turned to worried pondering about 
whether the Conservatives would be 
able to eke out a majority. 

The first results from the much- 
anticipated race in Edmonton- 
Strathcona appeared; it was 71 votes 
apiece for NDP candidate Linda 
Duncan and Conservative Rahim Jaf- 
fer, who had held the seat since 
1997. Just as predicted, the early 
results suggested it was going to be 
a close race and, with tens of thou- 
sands of votes to be counted in what 
was expected to be a nail-biter, like- 
ly a long night. 

While expectations were high 
throughout the election that Duncan 
just might be able steal the seat from 
Jaffer, NDP supporters at the Rose & 
Crown—perhaps stung by years of 
dashed hopes—were tentative. As | 
circulated the room soliciting predic- 
tions from the sparse but growing 
crowd, the opinions offered were 
almost all the same: Duncan would 
come agonizingly close—perhaps 
within a few hundred votes—but Jaf- 
fer would, in the end, hold the seat. 


DUNCAN 


After the CBC called the race in 
Edmonton-East for incumbent Con- 
servative Peter Goldring, defeated 
NDP candidate Ray Martin took to the 
stage to address the crowd with a sil- 
ver-lining message: support for the 
NDP was up from the 2006 contest 
and the party had gained a handful of 
seats in the East. Still, Martin admit- 
ted to the crowd, he was growing 
tired of being able to claim only sym- 
bolic victories on election nights. 

As NDP supporters continued to 
slowly fill up the bar, the news from 
Alberta continued to be all blue. The 
Conservatives, as expected, were 


WINNER 


once again sweeping the province, 
racking up victories with huge mar- 
gins. The race in Edmonton-Strath- 
cona was close, but Jaffer was 
leading Duncan, with Liberal 
Claudette Roy a distant third 


AT 9:05, with Jaffer ahead by a little 
over 1000 votes, the CBC predicted 
that Jaffer would hold onto his seat. 
Groans went up from the tables 
nearby. The energy and anticipation 
in the room went flat. Not only had 
Duncan lost, but her defeat had 
come much earlier in the evening 
than most people had anticipated. 

1 received a call from Bryan Bir- 
tles, who was across town at the 
Ranch covering the Rahim Jaffer 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

oring. That's what most peo- 
B« at the Rahim Jaffer elec- 

tion-watching party agreed 
the night was, right up until about 10 
pm. Most of the members of the 
media throng that had camped out in 
a comer of the Ranch to watch the 
results pour in on the big screen TVs 
and get the reactions of Jaffer and his 
supporters were more interested in 
the battle brewing in Sherwood Park 
between Tim Uppal and James Ford 
A battle which, as the polls began to 
be tallied, veered wildly between the 
two candidates, neither taking a lead 
of more than 50 votes. 

As Jaffer himself arrived at the bar at 
around 9:15, he was surrounded by a 
large scrum of microphones and cam- 
eras, patiently answering questions in 
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2 JAFFER 


good spirits. Some of the questions 
were, in fact, about the Uppal/Ford 
race, instead of his own. As he 
answered, his supporters—who had 
been trickling in for about a half 
hour—created a raucous energy, bang- 
ing plastic thunder sticks and cheering 
his name. Afterwards, Jaffer gave what 
amounted to a victory speech. 

“1 want to take a moment to give 
congratulations to the candidates 
that ran in this riding. We all saw 
that they put on a strong fight, they 
were very good candidates and they 
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Schooling the small fish 


Small businesses unite! You have nothing to lose but the chains! 


MALCOLM AZANIA / malcolm@vueweekly.com 

ig fish are obviously proficient 
B: swallowing small fish, but 

according to Michael Shuman, 
if enough small fish get “schooled” in 
the same direction, they might be 
enough to run the mega-eaters right 
past the reef. 

Shuman, economist, attorney and 
entrepreneur, is author of Going Local: 
Creating Self-Reliant Communities in 
the Global Age and The Small Mart 
Revolution: How Local Businesses are 
Beating the Global Competition and 
he’s coming to Edmonton to preach 
the small-and-local gospel as part of 
this year’s North of Nowhere Expo 
(see prevue on page 13) 

“There is a growing body of evi- 
dence that local businesses are far 
superior for economic development 
[than] non-local businesses,” Shu- 
man explains over the phone from 
his Washington DC office. “That 
information is still not well-appreci- 
ated by policy-makers and economic 
developers.” 

On the surface, Shuman's argu- 
ment seems backward. Conventional 
wisdom says business efficiency 
increases when you centralize deci- 
sion-making and operations, thus 
increasing economies of scale and 
reducing duplication. Succeed enough 
in those areas and you can dominate 
the market and maximize profits by 
undercutting competitors with low 
prices on reliably delivered products 
and services. Everyone wins except 
the inefficient companies, right? So 
with that logic, shouldn't citizens pre- 
fer 20 McDonald's, Burger King and 
Wendy franchises to 20 local burger 
joints owned by 20 different families? 

“There's probably a dozen differ- 
ences between the two,” says Shu~ 
man immediately to the contrast. 
“Let's start with one enormous differ- 
ence: in a franchise model, usually the 
ingredients for the franchise, the sup- 
plies, are purchased from outside the 
community, whereas in a locally 
owned model, a far greater percent- 
age of goods and services that go into 
the business are purchased locally. 

“More of those local purchases 
generate what's called the economic 
multiplier, [which] is the cornerstone 
for income, wealth and jobs,” he 
continues. “We have a dozen studies 
in the United States that compare 
local and non-local businesses that 
on the surface are delivering the 
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exact same good or service, and 
what we find is that the economic 
multiplier from the local business is 
two-to-four times higher. That's 
two-to-four times the jobs, the 
income and the wealth-effects, the 
tax benefit. So we're not talking 
about small potatoes of difference.” 

Because chains buy from head 
office or from other allied chains and 
major wholesalers, they transfer local 
consumer dollars to distant locations, 
so their advertising designs, their 
printing, their legal services, their 
accounting and, of course, their 
goods, all generate non-local paydays. 
But because convenience compels 
local businesses to contract locally, 
local money keeps circulating locally. 

“We have evidence that local busi- 
nesses are better for tourism, smart 
growth, social equality, political par- 
ticipation and carbon footprint,” Shu- 
man says. 


SIMPLY BUYING LOCAL isn't enough, 


however. Shuman clarifies the differ- 
ence between “dumb ways” and “smart 
ways of doing localization.” The inferi- 
or method, he says, doesn't address 
bad prices, whereas the superior 
method is strongly price-conscious. 
“An example of how that can lead 
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to a lot more wealth," Shuman 
explains, “is in getting a mortgage 
Even before the current crisis, there 
have been years of evidence that local 
banks and credit unions have bette: 
rates than global banks do. So jusi 
that one act of a homeowner moving 
the mortgage to a local financial insti- 
tution can save thousands of dollars a 
year in mortgage payments. Health 
care that focuses more on prevention 
than treatment puts more dollars into 
a community locally and reduces the 
cost of the health care.” 

Although progressives and political 
leftists might have difficulty conceiy 
ing of business as a path to social jus- 
tice, Shuman urges a reconsideration 

“Generating wealth is an obviou: 
antidote to poverty,” he says, arguing 
that such skepticism about small busi- 
ness is changing, albeit slowly. Shu- 
man explains that corporate 
globalization has radicalized many 
small business owners, who now 
understand the threat to their position 
posed by megabusiness. 

Shuman praises the advocacy 
efforts by the Canadian Union of Pub 
lic Employees to encourage govern- 
ment/union support for the 
expansion of small business in BC’s 
devastated forest communities, 
because government unions depend 
on a well-funded government, and 
the tax base can grow there only if 
small business succeeds. Anyone who 
wants union leadership for social 
progress, says Shuman, needs to sup- 
port small-mart development, 
although “that kind of sophistication 
is not present in the United States’ 
union. movement yet, but 1 think we're 
going to get there.” 

While concepts such as Shuman’s 
are sometimes dismissed by critics as 
elitist compared to the low prices and 
alleged convenience of Wal-Mart 
which benefit the poor, Shuman 
argues otherwise. 

“One of the biggest problems of 
poor communities is not the absence 
of assets. It’s the fact that they have 
very poor economic multipliers. Dol- 
lars are spent instantly in non-locally 
owned corner stores, bodegas or gas 
stations and the dollars fly out of the 
community. So building a lot more 
linked local businesses in poor neigh- 
bourhoods is the best guarantee to 
start building wealth back into the 
community and pull it out of its spiral 


ing poverty.” v 
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Stalked by the Alberta 
it. As my girlfriend and 1 
the country, moving 
to the East Coast, Alber- 
nd Wellness followed, 

d, an object always far 
it appeared in the side- 
We've whispered to each 
somehow getting into a 


Former-Alberta 

bul we're worried that Some big, burly 
suys in Stelmach Surveillance vans 
us down somehow. 

Five years earlier, after moving to 
Alberta from free-healthcare 
‘Onlario to pursue graduate studies 
at the U of A, I discovered that I had 
to pay healthcare premiums once 
my salary reached the lofty peak of 
$20 000 per year. But all around us 
in Edmonton, student-aged people 
vroomed past in trucks, big rigs, 
even Humvees, skipping post-sec- 
ondary education to make big 
money in Fort McMurray and other 
drilling or refining grounds. Three 
new massive complexes were added 
to the University of Alberta Hospital 
megaplex that dwarfed most of the 
quaint old buildings on the campus 
next door. Alberta was drowning in 
petroleum-slicked wealth; | can oil- 
well remember the cheque for 400 
“Ralph bucks” every Albertan got in 
January 2006 thanks to the premier’s 


in Protection Program, * 


HEALTHCARE 


PREMIUMS 


magnanimous sharing of the mil- 
lions being piped out of the 
province's tar-sands. 

Except, while the province gushed 
out a record $8.55 billion budget sur- 
plus in 2005 - 06 (and $8.9 billion in 
2006 - 07 and $4.6 billion in 2007 - 08 
-. ), $400 didn’t even cover a year's 
worth of healthcare premiums for us. 
We were paying $88 a month in case 
we got sicker than the common cold 
and had to show up at the ‘doctor's 
office. And that’s when a non-fever- 
related chill struck me. | realized that 
this province, Tory-run for more than 
35 years, eschewing most anything 
that smacked of socialism or a safety 
net, was perfectly happy to be one of 
the few provinces (along with BC and 
Ontario, which reinstituted premiums 
in 2004 after 15 years without them) 
that charged its citizens for a basic 
Canadian right. A right that 
Saskatchewan neighbour Tommy 
Douglas had helped ensure was free 
and accessible for all Canadians, a 
tight most of us proudly hold up as 
one of the few obvious, enshrined dif- 
ferences between us and Americans 


: 
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nk I'll pay up to Alberta 


SO WHEN | CALLED UP Alberta Health 
and Wellness to tell them to cancel 
my account, why should I have been 
surprised when they told me that I 
couldn’t just opt out that quickly? 
They had a responsibility to cover me 
for three months after | left the 
province. And, yes, they'd be sending 
me a bill to that effect. 

1 got it a few days ago. The bal- 
ance due for four months of premi- 
ums, up to and including a small 
penalty for late payment on the pre- 
vious bill (what did the Bible Say 
about usury again?) and the month 
of September, the second month that 
my girlfriend and | had never lived in 
Alberta, worked out to $363.88, 
almost a dollar a day for the year 
Oh, but wait! A little yellow pam- 
phlet was included which noted that 
“Alberta is eliminating healthcare 
premiums as of January 2009.” And 
then beneath, a cheery threat tucked 
in among the pamphlet's point-form 
caveats, “Alberta Health and Well 
ness will continue to pursue collec- 
tions from those who fail to pay 
premiums.” Alberta may be Canada’s 
only rat-free province, but | would 
still have to pay the piper. 

So why am | writing this, you ask, if 
premiums are being phased out? Well, 
it’s not just years of pent-up outrage 
at having to pay them as a struggling 
student and underpaid teacher while 
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working for a public institution in a 
super-privatized, oil-rich province 
that acts uncomfortable with social- 
ized medicine while happily profiting 
from it. Or my confusion and indigna- 
tion—I call it “condignation’—that 
one of the bullet points on the Alberta 
Budget webpage trumpets that the 
new budget “includes $1 billion in 
savings to Albertans and Alberta busi- 
nesses with the elimination of health- 
care premiums.” Or a lament that, 
with Don Copeman having opened up 
another private clinic, this time in Cal- 
gary, I wish privatized healthcare and 
healthcare premiums had become an 
urgent topic of debate in the elec- 
tions. Or an exhortation to Albertans 
that, with the economic crisis bound 
to hit even the oil patch and construc- 
tion boom hard, they have to start fig- 
uring out, right now, what vital social 
programs need to be safeguarded 
from provincial cutbacks, interference 
or add-on fees. 

And yes, | will be celebrating on 
January 1, 2009 by purposely getting 
sick in the healthcare premium-free 
province that I now live in (I'm plan- 
ning on contracting a fairly low-level 
flu or maybe a minor throat infection). 
But the main reason I'm writing this is 
that, believe it or not, newspapers still 
pay a little bit of money for columns 
And I need money—I'm trying to pay 
off a bill for $363.88. v 
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1) Womanizer 
Britney Spears 


2) Whatever You Like 
3) So What 
Pink 


4) A Milli 
Lil Wayne 


5) Just Dance feat. Colby O'Donis 
Lady GaGa 


6) Disturbia 
Rihanna 


7) Let It Rock 
evin Rudolf and Lil Wayne 


8) Another Way to Die 
Jack White & Alicia Keys 


9) Hot N Cold 
Katy Perry 


10) Never Again 
The Midway State 
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DUNCAN 


party. Jaffer, he said, had just taken to 
the stage and offered his cheering 
supporters what amounted to a victo- 
ry speech, thanking his opponents for 
their hard-fought campaigns. 

1 made my way through the now- 
dejected crowd and pulled aside NDP 
organizer Jeff Sloychuk for his reac- 
tion. Despite the CBC giving Jaffer the 
victory, Sloychuk said he thought it 
was still too early to make the call 
either way, especially given the 
uneven support for the candidates 
across the riding. It all depended on 
which polls were still to come. 

As the evening wore on, Jaffer’s 
lead continued to dwindle—800, 
600—but the CBC kept Edmonton- 
Strathcona in the Conservative win 
column. At 9:54, Alberta NDP Leader 
Brian Mason took to the stage and 
delivered another chin-up message: 
the NDP had made a strong showing 
and was the second-place party in 
the province. 

At 10:09, a cheer and chants of 
“NDP! NDP!” rose up from a corner 
of the bar where the television was 
tuned to CTV coverage. The net- 
work, which was showing more 
polls than the CBC, for the first time 
showed Duncan in the lead. The 
crowd went crazy. 

My phone rang again. Back at the 
Ranch, Jaffer had just addressed his 
supporters again, telling them that 
things were closer than originally 
thought and recanting his premature 
victory speech. 

The Rose & Crown was buzzing. 
Sloychuk moved through the crowd, 
his voice booming through the loud- 
speakers, “Can you say Raj Pannu in 


1997?,” referencing the provincial win 
in Strathcona for the NDP. With the 
anticipation growing in the crowd as 
CTV put Duncan's lead at 400 over 
Jaffer, dozens of beaming people 
began arriving from Duncan’s cam- 
paign Office across the river. | bumped 
into smiling former NDP MLA David 
Eggen, who told me that Duncan had 
already won and was on her way over 
from her campaign office to join the 
celebration. 


AS NEWS of the Duncan win spread 
through the now wall-to-wall crowd, 


the Rose & Crown went absolutely - 


bonkers. Ecstatic supporters were 
pouring into the bar, hugging each 
other, waving Duncan signs and 
chanting, “Linda! Linda!” 

As Duncan arrived, surrounded by 
cameras, and waded through the 
crowd to the stage, the cheers were 
deafening. When Brian Mason took 
to the mic and introduced Duncan to 
the crowd by bellowing, “I give you 
the member of Parliament for 
Edmonton-Strathcona!,” it somehow 
got even louder. 

“I'll tell ya, it was a community 


- effort and we've taken back Edmon- 


ton-Strathcona,” Duncan told the 
crowd to ecstatic cheers. “This is not 
just a victory for Edmonton-Strath- 
cona. | am absolutely thrilled that the 
NDP has taken Alberta. We're second 
in almost every riding. 

“What can I say? I promise to bring 
the federal government to Alberta, 
starting today,” Duncan continued. 
“I’m absolutely exhausted. This just 
shows that we need to wait until 
every last vote comes in!” 

As Duncan was thronged by 
reporters as she left the stage, the 
party stepped into high gear. All of a 
sudden, it seemed like every progres- 


JAFFER 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 


all ran very strong campaigns. They 
had me on my toes, there's no doubt 
about it,” Jaffer said to some subdued 
applause. “Tonight is a night where 
we're going to celebrate.” 

By 9:50, with 85 per cent of polls 
reporting in Edmonton-Strathcona, 
the numbers had NDP candidate 
Linda Duncan—one of the candidates 
who had kept him on his toes the 
whole campaign—only one per cent 
back of Jaffer. A slight groan went 
through those parts of the crowd pay- 
ing attention to the televisions scat- 
tered throughout the bar. 

It was at that moment I realized I 
was going to be at this “victory” party 
all night. 

By 10:05, Jaffer had taken to the 
stage again, rescinding his victory 
speech. 

“We may have been a little early 
on the celebration; it’s a lot closer 
than we thought,” he admitted. 
“We're not going to say that we 
won yet, we maybe should have 
held off a little bit. We're going to 
wait until all the polls are closed, 
which should be in the not-too-dis- 
tant future. Keep the faith, we'll see 
what happens, but let’s keep this 


party going!” 


THOUGH A SIGNIFICANT number of 


people had left following the original 
victory speech, a jubilant cheer still 
arose from the crowd that remained. 
Jaffer and his supporters were still 
optimistic—they had been in tight 
races before, they reminded each 
other. He only needed to win by one 
vote they told one another. 

At 10:24 a rumour went through 
the gathered media people that 
Duncan had pulled ahead of Jaffer 
and was about to be declared the 
winner. Jaffer himself was nowhere 
to be seen, sequestered in a back 
room of the Ranch meeting with 
his advisors. At 10:30 I received a 
call from Scott Harris, who was 
covering Duncan's election party. 
The NDP was about to confirm vic- 
tory in the riding. 

The room was still bustling, eager 
supporters lining up at the bar and 
clinking glasses with each other. 
Thundersticks rolled around on tables 
sprinkled with campaign literature 
and blue glitter. Balloons floated 
throughout the room. 

At 10:36, CTV announced that Jaffer 
had lost the riding of Edmonton- 
Strathcona by 300 votes. Silence. 


Jaffer was nowhere to be seen. It- 


took over an hour for him to emerge 
to speak to reporters. A member of 
his team informed the gathered 
media—a gathering which seemed to 


sive in Edmonton was at the Rose « 
Crown, Duncan supporters danced 
with a group of Mexican soccer fans 
in town for the Mexico-Canada World 
Cup qualifier. Overwhelmed bar- 
tenders raced to keep up with drink 
orders. Rachel Notley, Duncan's 
provincial NDP counterpart in Strath- 
cona, wandered through the crowd, 
beaming with an ear-to-ear smile. 

Nokomis owner Elizabeth Hud- 
son summed up her feelings scata- 
logically: “He did say he was going 
to shit his pants if she won,” Hud- 
son said, gesturing across the 
table to her husband, artist Ray- 
mond Biesenger. “It feels especial- 
ly good, because we were both 
consciously pessimistic about 
what was going to happen tonight 
I think we were willing things to 
go badly so that we knew things 
were going to go well.” 4 

As the clock ticked past midnight 
with no end in sight to the party, it 
was hard not to feel happy for the 
delighted NDP supporters, relishing 
a rare victory in a province where 
wins for the left are few and far 
between. Rare though NDP triumphs 
may be, Duncan told reporters thai 
her win shows that the political 
views of Albertans are more diverse 
than most people think. 

“You know, I don't feel like a voice 
in the wilderness. I've been working 
on these issues for more than 35 
years in Alberta. I know how people 
felt. It was just a question of time until 
somebody actually broke through and 
actually represents the way people 
feel in this province. So I don't feel 
like a voice in the wilderness at all. | 
fee) like I'm representing a heck of a 
lot of people that are out there in the 
cities and rural Alberta that I work 
with everyday.” v 


have increased—that he would 
answer no questions. Jaffer would 
merely give a statement to the media, 
and that would be it. 

“There's still a little bit of time left 
to see what will happen—it's too 
close to call. We’re not claiming vic- 
tory, we're not claiming defeat, but 
we know--as everyone knew—that 
this was going to be a close call,” he 
said, referencing a group of “special” 
ballots that had yet to be counted 
“The special ballots are people like 
military families, people with disibili 
ties, so when you're down to a mar- 
gin like this it could make a big 
difference. Who knows, I might be 
landslide Rahim at the end of the 
night. Don’t give up hope yet.” 

A cheer went up amongst the 
remaining supporters and volunteers 
Jaffer promised that he would be out 
later with the results and would 
answer questions then. 

Just after midnight, MLA Thomas 
Lukaszuk came out of the Ranch’s 
backroom to inform reporters that the 
special ballots hadn't been fully 
counted, and that even if they had 
been, a full recount would need to be 
taken due to the close nature of the 
results. Because Jaffer wanted to wail 
for the full results before addressing 
the media, Lukaszuk said, it was 
unlikely he would be available for any 
more questions. ¥ 
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“How many of you eat Hershey's choco- 
fate?” Helen Caldicott asked those of us 
at the Myer Horowitz to hear her speak on 
nuclear power. She doesn’t, she says, 
beeause the 1979 partial meltdown at the 
Three Mile Island nuclear power plant 
contaminated the countryside around the 
nearby Hershey chocolate factory, the 
cows grazing there, their milk and ulti- 
mately the chocolate. 

That was a long time ago, though, and 


: 


d the wrong way on nuclear 


“ 


Hershey's said the 
incident released only 
trace amounts of 
iodine 131 (which 
remains radioactive 
for just over five 
months), and noble 
gases, which don’t accumulate in living tis- 
sue and enter the food chain. But FDA milk 
analyses showed significantly elevated lev- 
els of iodine 131 and cesium 137, and 
cesium 137 is radioactive for 600 years. It is 
a potassium analogue and deposits in 
human muscles cells. 

Radiation experts say if iodine 131 and 
cesium 137 contamination was measura- 
ble, other radioactive elements would 
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have been also. And a notarized state- 
ment made by someone particularly close 
to the situation, Jane Rickover, suggests 
Admiral Rickover convinced President 
Jimmy Carter to cover up the data of the 
accident at Three Mile Island. 

“In May, 1983, my father-in-law, Admi- 
tal Hyman G Rickover, told me that at the 
time of the Three Mile Island nuclear 
reactor accident, a full report was com- 
missioned by President Jimmy Carter. 
[Admiral Rickover] said that the report, if 
published in its entirety, would have 
destroyed the civilian nuclear power 
industry because the accident at Three 
Mile Island was infinitely more danger- 
ous than was ever made public. He told 
me that he had used his enormous per- 
sonal influence with President Carter to 
persuade him to publish the report only in 
a highly ‘diluted’ form. The President him- 
self had originally wished the full report 
to be made public. In November, 1985, my 
father-in-law told me that he had come to 
deeply regret his action in persuading 
President Carter to suppress the most 
alarming aspects of that report.” 


In February of 1985, $3.9 million was 
paid out by Three Mile Island's insurance 
company to those dealing with disease 
believed to be related to the incident—in 
exchange for an agreement not to discuss 
the settlements, 


NOW, ALMOST THREE DECADES jater, 
while much of Europe is actively moving 
away from nuclear power, Alberta is 
actively moving towards it, many of us 
buying the “clean and green” message 
being put out by the industry and our 
politicians. But children under five living 
within five kilometres of a nuclear power 
facility are more than twice as likely to 
develop cancer as those living further 
away, and they show a 117 per cent 
increase in leukemia according to the 
International Journal of Cancer and the 
European Journal of Cancer. 

Our energy minister, Mel Knight, has 
publicly said he’s committed to getting 
“reliable and clear information on all of the 
available energy options.” So | challenge 
him to read books by Caldicott, to look at 
all the science which provides evidence of 


harm, instead of at industry-fueled spin— 
and then to look-at the altematives of geot- 
hermal power, of harnessing our infamous 
Rocky Mountain winds, of investing in 
Solar panels for home owners 

He’s got some amends to make with 
Albertans anyway, after his defending the 
Alberta Energy and Utilities Board for using 
taxpayer dollars to hire private investiga- 
tors to spy on central Alberta landowners 

And the rest of us have to begin taking 
Our responsibilities as members of a 
democracy seriously. We've got to start 
making sure our civil servants are more 
than persuasive or shrewd businessmen 
We ve got to make sure they know their 
Way around medical and science journals 
We've got to stop living like there's no 
tomorrow, or there may be no tomorrow 

| haven't eaten Hershey's chocolate for 
years, for ethical and other reasons: now 
| have one more. Two actually—most 
Hershey's chocolate isn’t even real cho 
late anymore. They've recently rem 
cocoa butter from many of their products 
in favour of less expensive and les 
healthy vegetable oil. w 
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Kim Jong-Illin’ or Kim Jong-chillin’? 


North Korea still running circles around Washington 
despite uncertainty about the Dear Leader’s health 


S | DYER STRAIGHT 


= | GWYNNEDYER 
& | qwyme@weweekly.com 


Korea is not a tropical country. In the 
autumn, the leaves turn yellow and red, 
and by October the process is pretty far 
along, especially in North Korea. Which is 
why there are grave doubts that Kim 
Jong-ll is in good health, as Pyongyang 
pretends, and indeed some question 
whether he is alive at all. And despite the 
agreement by Washington to take Kim's 
neo-Stalinist regime off its list of terror- 
ism sponsors, which persuaded North 
Korea to let international inspectors back 
into its Yongbyon nuclear site, we still 
don’t know where its nuclear weapons (if 
they exist) might be hidden. 

Kim, the “Dear Leader” and absolute 
ruler of North Korea since 1994, has not 
been seen in public since early Septem- 
ber, when he failed to make an appear- 
ance at a military parade marking the 
regime's 60th anniversary. There was 
intense speculation in South Korea that 
the 66-year-old dictator had suffered a 


stroke and undergone surgery, although © 


the source of this rumour was never clear. 
The North Korean regime denied any- 


thesmart.ca 


thing was wrong (as it always does), and 
last Saturday it finally produced some recent 
footage of Kim Jong-ll inspecting a women's 
military unit. The only problem was that it 
was an outdoor location with lots of trees 
and bushes, and all the leaves were a lush 
green colour. Nowhere in Korea looks like 
that in mid-October; a horticultural expert at 
Seoul National University estimated that the 
event took place in July or August. 

Couldn’t they at least have produced 
some indoor footage of the Dear Leader 
that nobody had seen before, so that the 
deception was not so obvious? Probably 
Not, since this is a regime where the dic- 
tator’s activities are on the front page of 
the papers every day and lead the televi- 
sion news each evening. His every public 
act is documented, but the material is 
used immediately. They must have 
searched long and hard for some footage 
that would not already have been seen by 
every foreign embassy in Pyongyang. Too 
bad about the leaves. 

This confirms that Kim Jong-Il is at 
least seriously ill. For all we know, he 
may be dead, and there may be a fierce 
succession struggle going on behind the 
scenes in Pyongyang. (The Dear Leader 
inherited power from his father, the 
“Great Leader” Kim !I-Sung, who founded 
the regime in 1948, but none of the cur- 


rent ruler’s children have been publicly 
groomed for the throne.) Whatever the 
state of palace politics in Pyongyang, 
however, the regime retains the ability to 
run circles around the Bush administra- 
tion in diplomacy. 


THE MOST RECENT confrontation began 
last month, when North Korea announced 
that it intended to restart nuclear activi- 
ties at Yongbyon because the US had not 
kept its promise to remove Pyongyang 
from its terrorism blacklist. That was part 
of the six-country deal signed last 
November, in which North Korea agreed 
to end its nuclear activities in return for 
badly needed aid. 

As part of the deal, Washington 
agreed to remove North Korea from its 
list of state sponsors of terrorism—and a 
lot of the aid could not legally flow to 
Pyongyang until that was done. But the 
Bush administration, as so often before, 
overplayed a weak hand: it stalled on 
removing the terrorism label in the hope 
of forcing North Korea to allow American 
and International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) inspectors freer access to suspect- 
ed North Korean nuclear sites 

So the North Koreans simply stopped 
dismantling the Yongbyon nuclear site 
(including the plutonium reprocessing 
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plant) and announced that they were re- 
activating it. It took the Bush administra- 
tion, in legacy mode and desperate for at 
least one apparent foreign policy success, 
only a couple of weeks to yield to 
Pyongyang's demand. Washington 
removed North Korea from the terrorism 
list on October 11, and Pyongyang let the 
inspectors back in on October 12. But 
they can’t go wherever they please. 

As before, international inspectors 
only have access to “declared” North 
Korean nuclear sites. “Undeclared” 
sites—ones that Pyongyang forgot to 
mention—can only be inspected with 
the regime's permission, on a case-by- 
case basis. The whole play around the 
terrorism designation was an attempt 
by Washington to force Pyongyang to 
allow wider access, and it has failed 
miserably. Game, set and match to 
North Korea. 

The harshest critic of this outcome is 
none other than John Bolton, undersecre- 
tary of state for arms control and interna- 
tional security in the first Bush 
administration. Washington's climb-down 
last weekend left all the key questions 
unanswered, he complained: “Where are 
their weapons? Where is the rest of their 
plutonium? Where is their uranium enrich- 
ment program? What have they done in 


terms of outward proliferation? And we 
got essentially nothing new on that othe: 
than a commitment to keep negotiating.” 

What's ironic about this is that Wash 
ington’s tactics in this diplomatic fiasco are 
very reminiscent of the style that Bolton 
favoured himself when he was in office 
bluster and threats, with not much ability 
to deliver. It didn’t work for him, either. 

The rest of the world still doesn’t know 
whether North Korea has usable nuclear 
weapons (it tested one in 2006, with 
unimpressive results), or how many, or 
where they might be hidden. Whoever is 
in charge in Pyongyang is playing a weak 
hand very, very well. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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Rollins: best-known front- 
of legendary punk band 
Flag, leader of the Rollins 
| now a professional public 
ins has always been opin- 
d, and has focused on his spoken 
lances since the mid-'90s, 
counting his life and speaking out on 
subjects that matter to him. With the 
arrival of the second Bush administra- 
tion, Rollins’s performances became a 
as he focused his vocal 
assault on taking on right-wing politi- 
cans and challenging the neo-cons. 

With George W Bush leaving office 
in a matter of months and the presi- 
dential election to choose his succes- 
sor mere weeks away, Rollins is 
heading out on a new speaking tour 
that he has called the Recountdown 
Tour. Vue talked with the man about 
the state of American politics and 
what his thoughts are on where his 

country is headed in the post-W era. 


VUE WEEKLY: Why are you calling your 
show the Recountdown Tour? 

HENRY ROLUNS: It’s in reference to the fact 
that I think that in none of these elec- 
tions will the outcome be trusted by 
many, So I think whoever loses will 
cry foul and demand a recount and 
every presidential election will be 
somewhat contentious in the end 
because of Diebold machines and 
how easily votes can be lost, voter 
caging and how some people try and 
make sure other people don’t vote. 
Basically I'm counting down to the 


next argument. 


VW: Why bring ashow about American 
politics to Canada? 

NR: It's not alll that political. The show 
is basically the last year and what I 
saw. With all these tours I do I see this 
and I see that and I come back and | 
report. In America right now, as you 
know, there's a lot of people who are 
watching this thing very closely and 
there's a lot on the line and it’s getting 
uglier as it grinds to a bloody close. 
Having done seven years and several 
months with George W Bush as my 


president, I'm not exactly going to” 


miss him, but things will be different 
when he goes and I wanted one last 
lap around the track before he goes. 


WW: Is American politics broken? 

HR: Yes. For the last several years and 
several months you've had people 
working very hard to break it. That's 
the strategy, to break it to pieces and 
Say, "Look the government doesn't 
work!" in an effort to deregulate and 


VWs: How are these people breaking it? 
4: Showing you that the army doesn’t 


showing you that FEMA [Federal 
Emergency Management Agency] 
doesn’t work so you'd better send in 


ll up to you 


llins finds hope in youth and the political centre 
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so you'd better privatize. Well, the 
bridges don’t work so they should be 
privately built and privately maintained. 
If they weren't draining every single 
dollar of the public wealth in Iraq, then 
there'd be the budget to take care of 
America’s crumbling infrastructure. 

Basically there are people telling 
you to shut up and wait under Cae- 
sar's mouth and the crumbs that fall 
from it will feed you and make sure 
you always have rent money and | 
don't think that’s true. 


VW: What can be done to fix American 
politics? 

HR: You need to let government do its 
thing. You need to stop sabotaging it. 
You need to stop having glaring con- 
tempt for it. I think in the last seven 
years and some we've had that [sabo- 
tage] thanks to the Republicans, 
thanks to neo-conservative groups, 
thanks to the think-tanks and the lob- 
byists. People like Grover Norquist, 
people like Jack Abramoff, who don't 
want government. They want govern- 
ment, as Mr Norquist once said, to be 
so small you can drown it in a bathtub. 


VW: Do either of the candidates run- 
ning for president right now represent 
the change you want to see? 

HR: Yeah. 


VW: Ok ... 
HR: You asked me a question, and I 
answered it. 


’ WW: As both candidates move towards 


the centre in an effort to appeal to the 

widest base, does that disappoint 
‘ou? 

HR: Could it also be that maybe the 

centre is where the answers are? 


VW: Is that what you think? 

HR: Absolutely. The centre is the let's- 
not-go-batshit-crazy-and-get-extreme 
part of the spectrum. How about let's 
be rational and look at the common 
good and that we think everyone 


should have three square meals and a 
roof that doesn’t leak? So let's lose the 
invective and stop hurling brick bats at 
each other and let’s sit down and talk 
this over. That's more the middle 


VW: Even though Americans have seen 
that countries such as Canada can 
allow gay marriage and society does- 
n't crumble, why do you think it can’t 
happen in America? 

HR: Good question. You'd think in the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave it'd be completely okay for Bill to 
marry Tom and any good conservative 
would realize it’s none of his damn 
business. Maybe it’s because we're so 
inured to the Christian model of things. 
We insist it’s in the Constitution—really 
it's not. We insist that God should be 
our guide—I heartily disagree. Maybe 
it's how you get the votes from people 
who wouidn't always vote, you say to 
hell with the queers and stem cell 
research and Darwin was a liar and all 
that happy shit. 


VW: Is America moving out of its posi- 
tion as leader of the world? 
HR: America’s been out of that position 
for quite a while. Some people are in 
denial about it, but when you go from 
the greatest creditor nation in the 
world to the greatest debtor nation in 
the world, what else could you be? 
We owe people a lot of money. All 
China has to do is call in that debt. 
We're losing more and more power 
all the time and as you see in any 
closing society, they go down swing- 
ing. They just start wars as they list to 
the side. And that's all we're doing. 


VW: Is there anything going on now 
that leads you to belieye that there's 
hope for America? 

HB: Yeah, There are a lot more-young 
people than ever who are voting. A lot 
more young people than ever are realiz- 
ing the truth about climate change and 
they want to be part of turning that 
around, pursuing renewable energy, 
making the world a cleaner, safer, less 
warlike place. I think young people are 
not buying into the racism and homo- 
phobia of their ancestors and I think 
they're headed, eventually, in the right 
direction ... as soon as these people have 
their hands torn from the wheel. w 
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The CSA Greenpatch 
Available in 
Grown and Black 


Brothers and Sisters! End the 
tyranny of lace-up work boots 
with the newest CSA Greenpatch! 
New"memory” footbeds! Extra 
cushioning! More support for 
workers’ rights and lefts! 


www. blundstone.ca 


Striking kick-toe protects } 


leather! Strong, yet 
light! Free your 
hands! Unite 
and untie! 


Campers Village - 1o951-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439-1637 
Kunitz Shoes ~ 837 Saddleback Rd - 780-438-4259 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 780-489-5616 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 
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and the Provincial Archives of Alberta 
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at Enterprise Square (old Hudson's Bay Bidg.} 
102 - Jasper Avenue, in room 2-157 


Home Movie Clinic 
with archivists start at 1:00 pm 


Screening starts at 2:00 pm 


mm! UYA2008 


For further info: liz.czach@ualberta.ca 
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INFINITE LIVES 


... and then the party got put on hold. 

After a little over a week of simply 
playing crafty create-and-share puzzle- 
platform/adventure (insert further gen- 
res and adjectives here, as needed) 
construction set LittleBigPlanet, a week 
of ignoring responsibilities and basic 
hygiene in favour of trolling through the 
weird worlds concocted by the thou- 
sands of player/creators lucky enough 
to get in on the pre-release beta, I'd 
finally got enough inspiration and infor- 
mation to dive in and start making my 
own little opus. 

For two sunup-to-sundown days | 
wrangled virtual wood and sponge, 


a | 


KEL 


tweaked levers and pistons ... and got the 
Fever but good, my mind churning over 
LittleBigPlanet, my hands twitching for 
the controller whenever physical life tore 
me away. | was in touch with my inner 
Demiurge-pulling happy little cloud-peo- 
ple, owl-elevators and weird tribal gods 
out of nothing, slowly populating a world 
of adventure that began with a cup of 
coffee and ends with ... 

... Well, | guess we'll just have to wait 
and see for that. Last night, after briefly 
redeploying my PS3 as movie player, | 
tried to get back to work only to find the 
message: CONTENT EXPIRED. The beta 
was over, all projects on hold ‘til retail 
release on October 21. My own primal 
nerd-how! of frustration joined a world- 
wide chorus, coyote-style. 

Throat raw, | dash to Google and, in my 
panic, address her in plain English: “Will 
littlebigplanet levels made in beta carry 


—— 2 


over to release?” A sigh, then, of relief; of 
course that stuffs going to stay around. 
Wasn't that the most of the point of the 
beta, to populate the content pool with 
wonders? And such wonders; | raved 
about this material last week, and the sit- 
uation only got crazy-cooler before they 
pulled the plug—check out YouTube for 
highlights. Some dude deployed LBPs 
switches and levers to build an analog 
computer, a functioning Difference Engine; 
another guy built a level to propose to his 
girlfriend. Of course, as is the way with 
human endeavours, 80 per cent of the 
material is kind of crap ... but, this early in 
the game, even the crap is instructive. 


SO INSTRUCTED, I've been building my 
little level, learning as | go. | haven't been 
this hard into a toolkit since Pinball Con- 
struction Set in 1983, where | wasn’t so 
much interested in creating a great table 
as | was reveling in my 10-year-old joy at 
being able to control gravity and the laws 
of physics for the first time, to make a 
few swipes with the joystick (this is pre- 
mouse days) and have something new 
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and real and my very own on-screen, 

This spirit of pure play is very much 
supported by Litt/eBigPlanet’s tools and 
style. In fact, the whole thing is set up in 
such a way that the more childlike and 
playful you are in your level-building 
approach, the more success you'll have. 
LBPs aesthetic is pure kindergarten diora- 
ma, and fighting against it—striving for 
sleekness, realism, precision—is frustrat- 
ing and futile. When we were kids we'd 
take a refrigerator carton and that'd be a 
rocket ship; a pile of sofa cushions would 
be a castle. That's how you've got to rol! 
in L8P. A piece of cardboard dangling 
from a spring, with a scary face drawn on 
it? That's a ghost. How do | know this sty- 
rofoam cube is supposed to be a jail? It's 
got a little sign that says “JAIL.” 

When it comes down to actually using 
the tools, the same kind of mechanism is 
in effect: overthinking is trouble. Once 
you assume everything is totally simple, it 
magically becomes so. My own LittleBig- 
Planet satori came when | allowed myself 
to truly believe that it is a 2-D game. 
Sure, it looks three-dimensional, but that 


Zaxis is mostly omamental; LBP divides 
depth into three lanes, and once in its 
lane no object ever leaves: nothing wil, 
ever pop out toward the player, Nothing 
will ever topple into the backdrop. Fee| 
this, and you're free. 

At the time of beta expiry, I'd just 
begun to experiment with using my 
PlayStation Eye camera (dusty and neg 
lected since my months-ago dabbling 
with The Eye of Judgment) to capture 
objects and textures and bring them into 
the game world: puppets, landscapes 
the tweed pattern from my sofa. | had 


~ this whole thing planned, you know? 


And now ... well. | went to sleep frus 
trated, and dreamed LittleBigPlaner 
raising mighty fortresses of foam and 
felt with a gesture, riding in shoebo, 
Starships with clockwork engines, con 
cocting the cuddliest widdle deathtwaps 
ever! And this morning | surfed the 
snooze button for two hours, keeping in 
that sleep/wake hypnogogic zone where 
all the good ideas live. 

One week, children; one week and it'\! 
all come true. w 
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We've got a hockey season. Game one 
kicked off (oops, skated off?) with a 
splashy pre-game video show, cool retro 
blue and orange gear and the right result. 
The Oilers defeated Colorado 3-2 to win 
their 17th home opener since joining the 
NHL. (Overall record on home openers: 
17-7-5). That, like the mythical pile of 
lawyers on the bottom of the ocean, is 
what they call a good start. We just 
slagged lawyers. They don't sue, do they? 


YOU CAN'T SPELL COALESCENCE 
WITHOUT ALES A healthy Oiler squad is 
probably one thing Oilers fans are most 
hoping for this season. (Well, there's that 
and a new/retro third jersey for Christmas. 
Hint.) Two seasons ago the Oilers set a 
team record for most man games missed 
to injury. Last season they broke that 
record with 346 injury days. Ethan More- 
au, Sheldon Souray, Shawn Horcoff, Matt 
Greene, Jarret Stoll and Ales Hemsky all 
missed significant ice time over the past 
two seasons. The plague of injuries could 
very well have contributed to the team 
failing to make the playoffs. The injury 
woes weren't all bad. The holes in the 
Oiler lineup last season resulted in more 
Opportunities and increased roles for 
young players like Sam Gagner, Andrew 
Cogliano, Tom Gilbert and Robert Nilsson 
that wouldn't have otherwise surfaced. DY 


YOU CAN'T SPELL PROGNOSTICATION 
WITHOUT GNOSTIC It may have been 


because of all the excitement of Hockey 


Night in Canada's Anthem Challenge, but — 


for some reason | forgot to submit my 
Oiler season predictions like others did 
last week, So here goes: 

| do believe that the Oil will compete for 
the Northwest Division title. Unlike a lot of 
folk, however, | don't think they will be com- 


peting with the Flames for it. We've already 
seen signs of the inevitable meltdown that 
always comes a couple of years into Coact 
Mike Keenan's tenure with any team. | also 
believe that Vancouver will shock people by 
actually being able to score goals and the 
Nucks will be on top of the Northwest. The 
Avs are just plain old, and the Wild are just 
plain predictable (again my choice for most 
ironically named sports franchise). 

Within the organization there will proba- 
bly not be very many changes made unless 
the Oilers have yet another rash of freak 
injuries. The addition of hulk Steve Maclin 
tyre will help in this regard, making oppo- 
nents think twice about running Ales 
Hemsky and the kids with impunity. Watch 
for a spike in #33 jersey sales the day after 
“Smackintyre” beats the hell out of Minnie’s 
Derek Boogard. As a team, the Dilers are stil 
maturing, so don’t expect them to steamroll 
through the season. They will lose to some 
bad teams, and they may win some they 
don’t deserve to (ie their season opener 
against the Avs). They will, however, be one 
of the most exciting teams to watch this 
year, and mostly for the right reasons. TB 


YOU CAN'T SPELL JAROME IGINLA 
WITHOUT OILER Early into the season, 
the Oilers will be tested early with a 
home at home series against the Flames 
The Oilers have toughened up this year 
with the addition of AHL scrapper Steve 
Maelntyre (213 penalty minutes in 62 AHI 
games last year) and a scrappier and less 
hugay version of Zack Stortini. New addi- 
tion Jason Strudwick added some grit 
too. Calgary has a lineup featuring fight- 
ers like Andre Roy (1093 career penalty 
minutes in 473 NHL games) and Jim Van- 
dermeer (393 PIMs in 269 games). Igay. 
Dion Phaneuf and Robyn Regehr all play 
with some edge to their game. The first 
game is Friday in Cowtown and the two 
teams will pack up the bandages and 
gauze and travel to Edmonton for a Hack- 
ey Night in Canada rematch. DY 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 
“Rookie”: 1. A young 18-year-old (Gagne’) 
or even 23-year-old (Gilbert) hockey play- 
er in his first NHL season 2. A relatively 
ancient 28-year-old slugger (Macintyre) 
finally getting his chance in the bigs. ¥ 
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orth of Nowhere Expo links art to activism 


MALCOLM AZANIA / malcolm @vueweokly.com 
f your spirit has fallen with the 
arrival of autumn, been hectored 
by electors or simply been mauled 
by malls, the North of Nowhere 
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expo of multidisciplinary, independ- 
ent media and underground art may 
be just what you need to re-ignite 
your grey matter over grave matters. 
” “It's a festival of underground media 
and independent art,” says NoN Expo 
producer, Artistic Director and Pro- 
grammer Lynette Bondarchuk, better 
known as PostMistress Lyn X. “It's 
about showcasing underrepresented, 
not necessarily art forms, but things 
we think aren't getting covered enough 
in the mainstream media, the logic 
being, well, if we're interested in these 
things, we're pretty sure there's going 
to be other people interested, too.” 
Some of those under-covered mate- 
rials include zines, and documentaries 
from the Israel/Palestine conflict film 
Peace, Propaganda & the Promised 
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Land, to Unrepentant, a controversial 
exploration of clergy collaboration 
with government cultural genocide 
against Aboriginal Canadians. 
Founded in 2003 and named by the 
late film director Helen Folkmann, the 
NON Expo is the most public outlet for 
the Edmonton Small Press Association, 
currently celebrating its 10th year in 


‘operation. Despite its small-town name 


and its origins in DIY comics, the left- 
leaning registered non-profit ESPA is 
driven by a mandate for social 
progress. The NoN Expo employs all of 
the ESPA‘s tools of print, electronic and 
visual media, combining them into a 
gathering with workshops in skill-shar- 
ing and discussions of critical issues. 
Above all, says Lyn X, the NoN Expo 
is about more than educating people, 


but about spurring them to action 
Despite being in the conservative 
“Texas of the north,” she says she's 
also “smack-dab in the middle of the 
arts community and the activist com- 
munity. So [the Expo] is bridging the 


gap between those two communities 
that currently don’t really work togeth- 
er. Things are starting to change, 
though, so that’s good. And having 
people more engaged, as opposed to 
just being audience members ... it’s 
really about active participation.” 


THE NOTION OF DIY, a thematic main- 


Stay of the festival over the years, is 
generally misunderstood, says Lyn X 

“We have people who come to us 
and say, ‘Do you have any zines about 
X-topic?’ If we say no, they're like, ‘Oh, 
that’s crappy. I've been really wanting 
to find a zine on that.’ Then do it your- 
self! And if not, then the issue will die 
with you. If we want to see films that 
we're just not seeing anywhere else, 
for whatever reason, then we'll just 
bring them in ourselves.” 

Such initiative and non-profit entre- 
Preneurial spirit might surprise people 
who've accepted the right-wing appro- 
priation of the phrase “personal respon- 
sibility.” But as Lyn X argues, “Most 
activism is about {personal responsibili- 
ty]. It’s active citizenship. It’s people par- 
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ticipating in the process [and] democra 
cy. Conservatives are a joke to me 
because everything they do and every 
thing the say are complete opposites. 
They talk about socialism and social 
welfare and all this stuff, but who are the 
first people to be bailed out {of the cur- 
rent economic crisis]? Who are the 
multi-billion dollar organizations that are 
getting subsidies, but there’s no money 
for a sustainable energy start-up?’ 

Distancing herself from traditiona 
Marxist “commies” when she discusses 
socialism, she explains that to her, the S- 
word “is about community. People work- 
ing together and supporting each other.” 

The NON Expo runs the last half of 
October, with events including MEDIA- 
tion: ESPA’s 10th Anniversary Retro- 
spective AgitProp Exhibit, the Stand 
Up/Take Action NGO fair against 
poverty, the Michael Shuman lecture 
on the “Small-Mart Revolution” (see 
prevue on page 6), the addictions play 
Shattering, the film acclaimed agri-doc 
The Real Dirt on Farmer John and the 
Black Cat Ball on Halloween night fea- 
turing the Kubasonics. w 
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Head to Tho 


“Curiosity is rewarded at 
stellar Vietnamese eatery 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

ver since a big purple sign went 
E= on the south side of 34th 

Ave, just east of 91st Street, I 
just couldn't seem to get it out of my 
mind. Maybe it was the vibrant purple 
colour, maybe it was the unique way 
the letters curved and flowed, or 
maybe it was simply because it was 
advertising Vietnamese food. Whatev- 
er the case, this sign had lodged itself 
in my brain with a vengeance and 
was refusing to budge. 

Needing to quash this unrelenting 
curiosity of mine, I pointed the car in 
the direction of My Tho on a recent 
Friday night. At the sight of that mes- 
menizing sign, I made a quick right tum 
into the strip mall muddle that is home 
to the restaurant. There were lots of 
parking stalls, but not much in the way 
of actual parking spots. A quick but 
frenzied hunt proved fruitful and in 
short order we were pulling open the 
generic glass door beneath another, 
smaller purple My Tho sign. Tantalizing 
aromas swirled around us and the 
owner, Phuc Trah (see profile on page 
15), greeted us with a huge smile and 
showed us to a table right by the win- 
dow. The blinds were closed, eliminat- 
ing our view of the adjacent parking lot 
and that massive brick wall. 
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9261 - 34 AVE, 780.988.2568 


VIETNAMESE 


The room itself was small and 
clean—plastic purple tablecloths and 
purple-and-green walls added a touch 
of oomph to the simple surroundings. 
Simple tables, simple chairs, un-sim- 
ple flowers and the odd decoration 
completed the effect. Each table held 
its own assortment of utensils, chop- 
sticks, napkins and sauces. Rather 
than being stark and functional, it 
was simple and comfortable. 

Besides, we were there for the food. 
We launched straight into the menu 
and started debating our options 
Although there were only an-extreme- 
ly-manageable-for-a-Vietnamese- 
restaurant 42 options (plus specials 
and combos), it was still a daunting 
choice. So when Phuc graciously 
plunked a pot of tea on the table we 
decided to start with an assortment of 
nibbles to tide us over: Salad Rolls 
minus the pork ($4.25), some Cha Gid 
Chay (vegetarian spring rolls, $3.95) 
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and the Onion Cake ($2.95) 
OUR APPETIZERS arrived amidst the 


sounds of revving engines—Phuc's two 
children were tucked away in a comer, 
oblivious to anything but their video 
game, which added a nice, homey 
touch. A big, white, square plate 
appeared with a round, golden, deep- 
fried onion cake sitting right in the mid- 
dle. it was neatly cut into four quarters, 
and four equally golden spring rolls 
radiated out from it like spokes on a 
wheel. The presentation of the salad 
rolls was simple as well, cut in half and 
served on a blue-and-white patterned 
plate. Little dishes of various sauces 
were served on the side. 

While the rest of us scouted out the 
food, my husband dutifully placed the 
rest of our order. I’m almost embar- 
rassed to list everything, but here 
goes: Blin Cha Gid Chay (more vege- 
tarian spring rolls on vermicelli, $7), 
Rice Noodle Soup with Chicken Breast 
($6.50), Grilled Skewers of Pork, 
Chicken and Beef ($2.50 each), a Beef 
and Vegetable Stir-Fry with noodles 
($9.50) and, finally, a Chicken and 
Vegetable Stir-Fry with rice ($9.50). 

We quickly found out that deep-fried 
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also meant piping hot, so the salad 
rolls were our first appetizer of choice. 
My daughter dunked hers a bit too lib- 
erally in the accompanying sweet chili- 
garlic sauce. Her big eyes and shocked 
expression were ample evidence that 
the sauce was also quite hot. | dabbed 
my sticky bundle a bit more judiciously 
and found it to be very fresh and quite 
tasty, full of plump shrimp, crunchy 
bean sprouts, shredded lettuce and 
slippery noodles. I missed the distinct 
taste of Thai basil though. 

The now slightly cooler spring rolls 
and onion cake proved to be a big hit. 
Both were golden and crispy, and 
deep-frying the onion cake gave it a 
nice crunch. We were still crunching 
away when the rest of our dishes 
started arriving. They took up every 
available square inch of our table, so 
we simply loaded up our plates and 
started munching, everyone sampling 
a bit of everything. 


THE VERMICELLI BOWL was a mass of 
noodles topped with carrots, bean 
sprouts, lettuce, peanuts, green onions 
and more of the crunchy spring rolls. A 
side dish of home-made sauce added 
tang to the comforting mix of soft and 
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crunchy textures. 

Equally impressive was the chic} 
soup. Chunks of tender chicken p, 
and tons of noodles were imm: 
in an extremely flavourful brot; 
side dish full of Thai basil, »-,, 
sprouts and a lime wedge prov, ted 
some entertaining custom ing 
options—and kept the kids busy 

Both stir-fries had their own 
sonality. On one square platter \ 
slices of tender chicken, chunk; o; 
colourful carrots and pieces of cauii 
flower, served with a mound of whije 
rice on the side. The cauliflower did 4 
Stellar job of soaking up the delicious 
sauce, although I’m not sure wha 
was in it. 1 do know it was good 
Loads of fresh cilantro were sprinkled 
over the top, adding a wonder(ully 
distinct touch to the dish 

The beef stir-fry reminded me oj 
beef and broccoli without the bro: 
coli, or at least the sauce did. Tender 
strips of beef mingled with lots o| 
noodles, some crunchy carrots and 
bean sprouts, and the odd piece of 
bok choy, 

Last up were the grilled skewers 
We were all stuffed, but couldn't resist 
at least a nibble. The caramelized 
Sweet-and-salty exterior gave way to 
a succulent and tender interior. The 
chicken skewers were the unanimous 
favourite of the three varieties; my 
one daughter, who doesn’t much like 
chicken, kept saying she had to have 
“just one more bite” of these—even 
though she was so full. 

My Tho serves up tasty home-siyle 
Vietnamese cuisine in a laid-back 
comfortable atmosphere. And even 
though my curiosity is now satisfied, | 
still can’t get this friendly little restau 
rant out of my mind. w 
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Getting to Tho you 


Tucked-away restaurant is a dream come true for Trah family 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

huc Trah’s dream is quietly 
Piste away amongst the com- 

mercial hodgepodge and mish- 
mash of strip malls along 34th 
Avenue. Blink and you might miss it, 
though you might miss it with eyes 
wide open, too: a big, boxy insta-Rent 
building sits smack-dab in front of it, 
effectively obscuring it from the out- 
side world. But Trah’s My Tho is a 
restaurant well worth looking for. 

Trah came to Canada from Vietnam 
in 1985, and with him came the dream 
of owning his own business—he just 
didn’t know quite what it would be. So 
he settled down in Edmonton and lived 
his life, still thinking and pondering and 
wondering. The answer actually came 
in 1995; he just didn't know it at the 
time. That was the year a friend intro- 
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duced him to his future wife, via a pic- 
ture. He liked what he saw in the photo, 
so he hopped on a plane and took a 
quick six-week trip back to Vietnam 
where he and Tuyet were married 

Phue then returned to Canada and 


.Tuyet joined him two years later. They 


said that Canada was “great and 
beautiful” and they enjoyed their life, 
but Phuc still had this little dream in 
the back of his mind. They'd work, 
they'd go home and they'd entertain 
friends and family. It took a friend to 
suggest that, since Tuyet was such a 
wizard in the kitchen, maybe they 


should open up their cwn restaurant 
Her many years of watching and then 
helping her grandfather and aunt 
cook had evidently paid off. 

The restaurant has been open for 
just over six months now, and Phuc 
Trah is well aware that the location 
has its disadvantages. He smiled as he 
gazed out the window at the view: a 
massive wall of red bricks. He was 
warned numerous times by numerous 
people that it wasn't a good location, 
that nobody can see it, and if no one 
can see it, no one will come. But he 
shrugged his shoulders when he 
explained that the price was right and 
that they are in it for the long term 
he's confident that his wife's cooking 
is so good that people will find them 
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the customers. week, — 
sit 11 hours a re Ant 


business and aré living their dream. 
They also love that they get one 
whole day a week off (they are 
closed Sundays). Phuc spread his 
arms as we sat at a simple table in 
the middle of the simply decorated 
restaurant and smiled, "How you 
could not love it?” 

Once they set up the restaurant, 
there wasn’t much money left over 
for decorating, so they left the old- 
paint on the walls (a rather pleasant 
combination of purple and green), 
bought some tables from Ikea, and 
added their own touches with the 
paintings, tablecloths and the odd 
decoration. It’s clean and simple. 
Phuc says that once more people eat 
Tuyet’s food, they'll realize how good 
it is and they'll just have to come 
back—hopefully with friends. 


FOR NOW, they want to put all their 
energy into the food. Fancy decorat- 
ing may come later, but the food and 
the friendly atmosphere are what 
they want to be known for. 

Business is already slowly 
increasing. They catered a wedding 
not long ago—for a Canadian/Indi- 
an couple with a passion for Viet- 
namese food—and some of the 
guests have already found their way 
to the restaurant. And the big, eye- 
catching purple sign that dominates 
a small section of 34th Avenue is 
also helping. The small 26-item 
menu that they started with has 
already grown to over 42 items, not 
including the daily specials. 

When I asked them what made 
their restaurant different from the 
other Vietnamese restaurants in 
town, Tuyet said that it was home- 
style cooking, not restaurant cooking. 
I didn't know what the difference was, 
so she eagerly jumped up and started 
heading for the kitchen—she wanted 
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little lesson. Her home-style cookin, 
contains no MSG and doesn’t a 


on ingredients or cut: any corners. 


_ Phuc said there are more bones in the 
broth for the soups, more lemongrass 
in the lemongrass chicken, more 
honey in the marinades for the meats, 
more everything in all the dishes and 
that results in more flavour every- 
where. Typically, restaurant cooks use 
fewer ingredients than they would if 
they. were cooking for themselves at 
home. 

I have to give them credit for 
doing their research. Before opening 
My Tho, they spent a year eating out 
at the different Vietnamese restau- 
rants around town, seeing what they 
liked and what they didn’t like. Then 
they created their menu, decided to 
treat their customers like family and 
opened the doors. 

As Tuyet got up to give me a little 
tour of the kitchen, a little person 
wandered down the hallway towards 
us. It turns out that their seven-year- 
old daughter Christina spends most 
of her days in the restaurant when 
she’s not at school. And when their 
three-year-old son’s daycare closes 
for the day, he joins them as well. 

Once business picks up a bit, they 
are hoping to hire a bit more help so 
that Phuc can go home with the kids 
a bit earlier. Not Tuyet, though— 
She's not about to let anyone else 
into her kitchen. When I asked them 
if they'd ever hire another cook, 
Tuyet smiled and shook her head no 
This restaurant is all about her cook- 
ing and she wants to keep it that 
way. It’s the only way she can be 
sure the quality is there. 

My Tho—named after the Viet- 
nhamese city where Tuyet is from—is 
a well-kept secret (fer now), a fami- 
ly-run restaurant hidden away from 
the world behind a massive commer- 
cial monstrosity. Once word gets out 
about the fabulous food on offer (see 
review page 14), though, it'll only be 
a matter of time before people are 
bulldozing through that brick wall on 
the way to their door. v 
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Areal meat market 


Blain Verbeek’s Buffalo Valley has 
everything you could want—even python 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
at do you do if you are 
experiencing an intense, all- 
consuming craving for 
something a bit out of the ordinary— 
perhaps a substantial chunk of alliga- 
tor or a succulent slice of kangaroo? 
It's quite simple, really. Just motor over 
to Whitemud Crossing and stop in to 
see Blain Verbeek, owner of Buffalo 
Valley Variety Meats Inc. Specialty 
meats are his business, after all—and if 
one of those isn't quite exotic enough 
for you, python is always an option. 

Buffalo Valley really does offer alli- 
gator, kangaroo and python, in addi- 
tion to caribou, musk-ox, frog and 
ostrich. And while Verbeek keeps 
some of those intriguing items in the 
store, many (like the python, alligator 
and kangaroo) don't fly off the shelves 
as quickly as you might expect, so they 
are strictly special-order. That just 
means you might not be able to satisfy 
your craving immediately—you might 
have to show a touch of restraint and 
settle for something a bit more mun- 
dane (like the ostrich) until the object 
of your desire actually comes in 

Verbeek’s personal favourite is the 
alligator, which unfortunately isn’t 
hand-wrestled in the swamps of Flori- 
da. It’s actually farm-raised solely for 
the purpose of eating. His preferred 
method of cooking it is a quick trip to 
the deep-fryer—the meat tends to be a 
bit dry and that helps keep it nice and 
moist. He also thought barbequing 
might be another tasty option, but the 
pieces can be quite small and have a 
habit of falling through the grill. 

But enough about all those other 
exotic meats. Buffalo Valley’s specialty 
is bison, otherwise known as buffalo. 
Healthy, range-fed, chemical-free, 
organic buffalo. It’s becoming a popu- 
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lar alternative to beef because of its 
impressive nutritional profile—it’s high 
in iron and protein and low in fat. "A 
lot of our customers are extremely 
health conscious,” says Verbeek of his 
most popular seller. “They're aware of 
what they're putting in their bodies.” 


THE SHOP HAS a very friendly, laid- 
back atmosphere. Verbeek sat 
perched on a stool, baseball cap 
firmly planted on his head, while we 
spent part of the morning chatting. 
The door opened a number of times 
during our conversation and it 
seemed like he was on a first-name 
basis with anyone who had wan- 
dered through the door. They traded 
comments like old friends, and he 
jokingly told one of his customers 
that, “You can hop after eating that 
stuff’ when they were discussing the 
ramifications of eating kangaroo 

Their location on a busy corner of 
a strip mall of Whitemud Crossing 
does give them a lot of walk-in cus- 
tomers, but it seems as though Ver- 
beek’‘s meats have attracted a 
devoted group of regulars. 

Verbeek grew up on a farm where 
his family raised much of its own hor- 
mone- and antibiotic-free meat. After 
high school he decided to stay in the 
farming industry. He took a 19-week 
course at Olds College and graduated 
with his Meat Processing certificate. 

He worked in the industry for a 
while and especially enjoyed his stint 
at a slaughterhouse—something 
about the kill aspect of the work 


appealed to him. But, as he put ji 
“meat-cutting doesn't pay worth shi, 
so he abandoned the trade an, 
worked in construction for awhile 

He had a change of heart wh-,, 
the previous owner of Buffalo Va)), 
was looking for a meat-cutter and , 
friend recommended Verbeek. Th, 
worked out a reasonable way, 
agreement and the rest is prei\, 
much history: Verbbek worked ther, 
for two years and then, when th: 
previous owner wanted to sell, Ve, 
beek decided to buy him out. 

That was about three years ago 
The store has diversified a bit sinc. 
then—it used to focus solely on b:i 
falo—but it is still committed to se) 
ing healthy, organic, hormone- any 
antibiotic-free meat. 

I was curious why someo,; 
would make a special trip to Buffa! 
Valley rather than just pick up son 
buffalo at their local grocery stor. 
After all, it does mean an extra trip 
Verbeek looked at me like I was a bi: 
crazy. “The taste, of course.” 

As he explained, grocery store bui 
falo are from feed-lots—which mean 
very small pens with a large number o) 
animals and feed that includes grow! 
hormones and antibiotics. Buffalo Va! 
ley bison comes from Evansbur: 
where it is range-fed and organic. Ti 
result is a “totally different tastin; 
meat.” Or so he’s told. He doesn’t thin! 
he’s ever eaten anything that you 
throw in your cart at a grocery stor 
Besides, Verbeek said that the two ar 
totally different products: “You're not 
comparing apples to apples.” 

Aside from the exotic meats and 
the bison, Blain also makes 
assortment of buffalo sausages a 
carries lamb from Spruce Grove 
chicken from the Hutterites just north 
of Spruce Grove, homemade pero 
gies—again, from out near Spruc« 
Grove—and some seafood from 
Finn’s in Sherwood Park. And that 
just a sample of what he has to offer 

Buffalo Valley is definitely a sp« 
cialty meat market, with product 
you'd be hard pressed to find an 
where else. If you are looking for thal 
elusive kangaroo, stop in. It just may 
put the spring back in your step. v 
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Bordeaux blends can be so 
wonderful: they truly 
demonstrate the quali- 
ty and defining 
characteristics of 


rich, well rounded nose with solid struc- 
ture and tannins. Hints of fruit were evi- 

dent, particularly blackberries. The 
wine was extremely consistent 
with the 
relaxed 
fruit and 
deep, 


full 
body. 
The fruit 


their primary Moves well 
grape through the palate 
while and offers very well 
offering rounded flavours. The tan- 


the subtle nins support the flavours and 
nuances offer a perspective of how 
and high- this wine will be in 

lights of sup- time—I suspect even 


porting grapes. 
In many eases, 
Bordeaux wine makers create 

wines that are concoctions with juice 
from as many as five or six grapes, but 
sometimes a winery discovers that the 
fruit of their labour deserves to stand on P re, 
its own. The two wines | tried this week 
are excellent examples of the varying 
ways of producing wine. 

The first is a Bordeaux from 
the right bank in Saint-Emil- 
ion. Wines from this bank 
fe almost always Mer- 
lot based, but blended 
with other juice to 
round out their 
ilavours and body. The 
Chateau L’Archange 

2005 Is an exception: the 
juice for this wine was 
entirely made from Merlot. 

This inky deep red wine emitted a 


better. The 
flavours slow 
down to the 
back and 
leave 


a nice 
and chewy 
residue, and 
the wine holds its 
own against others in 
its price range. With only 
450 cases produced, this 
should be a wine purchased 
quickly and put away for a few years: 
it's nice now but should be so much bet- 
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restaurant 


Edmonton City a 
102 Ave. & 100A Si. 
780426-4RMS (476 
THURS, 0CT 1 


ter in years to 
come. 


NEXT, | GAVE the 
newly released La Frenz 
Reserve 2005 a try. This is a 
wine more typical of a Bordeaux- 
produced wine, with 60 per cent 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 30 per cent Mer- 
lot and 10 per cent Cabernet Franc. After 
spending 22 months in French oak, this 
wine was released to an excited demo- 
graphic. Unfortunately, still relatively few 
Stores in Edmonton carry this wine, but it 
was Well worth the hunt: | was looking for- 
ward to seeing how it stood up to what | 
thought was an exceptional 2004. 

The deep strawberry red wine oozed 
out an adventur- 
ous, vibrant 
nose with 


an excel- 
lent base of 
tannins and 
fruit on top. The 
first sip offers a very 
deep structure, almost 
with the consistency of 
molasses. That maybe doesn't 
sound like an ideal descrip- 
tion, but the body of the wine 
seems to coat every inch of the 
palate like a warm blanket and 
slowly releases hints of dark 
chocolate and vanilla 
The evolution is extremely nice, as 
it begins deep and allows the tannins 
to dissipate to what becomes a very 
fruity wine in the middle of the 
palate. As it reaches the back of the 
palate, the wine lightens and leaves 
pleasant memories causing me to 
reach for another taste. 

La Frenz continues to produce what | 
think to be the best wine available in 
Canada with little to no fanfare. | sup- 
pose that’s a good thing, though: it just 
means more for me! w 
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Truth stories 


Sharplin examines madness and reality in pair of premieres 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
ou'd think Scott Sharplin 
Y would want to let Inferno 
Sonata rest for a while: he 

just spent the summer touring his 
play across five Fringes, from Victo- 
ria to Ottawa. But he’s ready to put it 
on one more time for hometown 
Edmonton audiences, after skipping 
us in his summer fringe hopping 

“The Edmonton Fringe could have 
been its premiere, but I chose to wait 
until I'd done all the other Fringes,” 
Sharplin explains. “Mainly because I 
wanted it to be as tight and as pol- 
ished as possible. You learn a lot 
about a show by doing it in different 
cities, different contexts and in differ- 
ent venues, so | thought this would 
be the way of getting the best possi- 
ble product to Edmonton audiences.” 

He's bundling it together with 
another Edmonton premiere to com- 
plete his contribution to the IndieS 
season: a pair of one-act plays tied 
to the ideas of truth and madness. 

The fringe-tempered Inferno 
Sonata is first: it’s a fevered one- 
man drama, written by and starring 
Sharplin, about the influential 
Swedish playwright/madman 
August Strindberg. Strindberg is 
known for helping develop realism 
in theatre, and later in life, expres- 
sionist theatre as well 

“When I read his work, I was 
struck by this change in his style, how 
he would go from one extreme of 
realism all the way to this surrealist 
style,” Sharplin says. “I wanted to find 
out more about him, and why this 
change occurred in his writing, and 
basically from reading his journals, 


the answer is he went crazy. But, 
y'know, it was an interesting crazy.” 

Sharplin exhumed and drama- 
tized a particularly strange snapshot 
of his life: Sonata takes place during 
a period when Strindberg aban- 
doned his second wife and the the- 
atre (as he did several times in his 
life), and moved to Paris to begin 
practicing alchemy. 

“He'd done this sort of thing a 
couple times before,” Sharplin 
explains. “He would sort of break 
from his life and he'd go off and he’d 
get absorbed with something else. 
At one point he was a painter, at one 
point he was a photographer. But 
alchemy was really bizarre.” 

At the time, the pseudo-science 
had already been almost completely 
debunked, and he had little prior 
knowledge or sufficient guidance in 
the methods. But Strindberg was 
convinced he would be successful, 
and his journals (the play’s title is 
lifted from one of them) claim suc- 
cess, despite a lack of any support- 
ive evidence 

“{It's] a very distinctive journey, 
and I wanted to bring that to the 
stage, and explore this character,” he 
says. “I've always been really fasci 
nated by the lines between genius 
and madness.” 


THE SECOND PLAY on the bill, Truth 


Factory, takes a much more irrever- 
ent look at those same ideas. It’s a 
comedy set in a Weekly World News- 
type tabloid: a pair of employees 
spend the workday in the newspa- 
per’s basement, “brainstorming bull- 
shit” for people upstairs to write 
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TRUTH FACTORY 


OIRECTED BY RYAN HUGHES, JANINE HODDER 
WRITTEN BY SCOTT SHARPLIN 

STARRING SHARPLIN, HUGHES, CODY PORTER 
Soa THEATRE (8529 GATEWAY BLVD) 


PREVUE 


about (and, subsequently, for people 
to buy in supermarket checkouts) 
They bicker a little, on how much 
truth, if any, to inject into their sto- 
ries. Then-some of their ridiculous 
headlines start coming true. 

"Like Strindberg, they start to get 
a little paranoid, and it forces them 
to question the nature of reality,” 
Sharplin says. “If two guys in a base- 
ment making stuff up equals reality, 
how stable is anything around us?” 

Sharplin wrote Truth Factory five 
years ago for Calgary's Lunchbox 
Theatre, but hasn't had a chance to 
resurrect it until now (There aren't 
a lot of theatres in this city that do 
one-act plays,” he says). There have 
been a few necessary updates to the 
pop culture and political references, 
but the script’s ideas remain largely 
untouched, which is why Sharplin 
thinks it pairs well with Inferno. 

“Truth Factory takes up a lot of the 
Same questions as Inferno Sonata, 
but it deals with them in entirely dif- 
ferent ways, in a much more comic, 
slapstick kind of approach to ques- 
tions of reality and madness,” he 
says. "I! thought that after the dark- 
ness of Inferno Sonata, it would be 
nice to take some of those questions 
and make light of them a little bit.” w 


Now hear 


Waterdale’s Children of a Lesser God 
refuses to take the easy way out 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

pon seeing Children of a 

Lesser God at the Walterdale 

Playhouse, it will come as no 
surprise that the theatre company 
decided to begin its 50th anniversary 
season by remounting this production. 
The play is difficult and somewhat of a 
risk for Walterdale—especially when 
one might think they would rather 
choose some catchy and campy musi- 
cal that will bring the house down and 
coast through such a milestone—but 
the potential payoff is vast. For the 


- most part, Children of a Lesser God 


achieves that payoff. 

The play happens in the mind of 
James Leeds (Daniel Kim), a young 
teacher at a deaf school, but the 
play is truly about his student, Sarah 
Norman (Lisa Hawkins), who even- 
tually becomes his wife. Upon mar- 
rying, the two move across the 
street from the deaf schoo! at which 
they met and James continues 
teaching while Sarah becomes a 
housewife. Though they are only 
living across the street, they might 
as well be living a world away as 
Sarah becomes nearly completely 
cut off from the deaf culture which 
she left and refuses to give up her 
identity to join the hearing world. 

Though the play drags slightly 
throughout the first act, the produc- 
tion was for the most part mesmeriz- 
ing. Employing deaf and 
hard-of-hearing actors in the appro- 
priate roles—most of whom were tak- 
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WAITEN BY MARK MEDD 
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REVUE 


ing to the stage for the very !1: 
time—the chemistry between | 
actors is incredible given the commu 
nication challenges that must hav 
happened in rehearsal. Danie! Kin 
even had to learn enough sign lan 
guage so that his character cou! 
convincingly communicate with h 
students and his wife. 


THE SECOND ACT moves much more 


swiftly as Sarah is driven to her break 
ing point by the pressure she Ice 
from both the hearing and deaf com 
munities she interacts with. This 
descent and the physical manifesta 
tion of frustration is ably handled b 
Hawkins, whose expressiveness ¢4! 
ries what might have seemed lik 
silence in the hands of a less talente‘ 
person. In a smaller but scene-stealins 
role, Tim Marriot provides the perlc«' 
amount of flippant acidity to the con 
descending headmaster, Mr Franklin 

An admirable and successful w) 
to open the 50th anniversary s¢as0" 
of a theatre company known for rs’ 
taking, Children of a Lesser God \s ¢ 
play that challenges the audience '° 
see a person as a person instead 0! 4 
collection of labels. v 
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arina Endicott’s newest 
novel, Good to a Fault, is 
_SLan independent publisher's 
dream come true. The novel was 
acquired and published by Freehand 
Books, a small Calgary-based press. 
Despite these humble beginnings, 
Good to a Fault has been nominated 
for one of Canada’s most prestigious 
literary awards, the Scotiabank Giller. 

Not that Endicott, a professor at 
Camrose’s Augustana University who 
recently moved to Edmonton from 
Cochrane, is any stranger to acclaim: 
her debut novel Open Arms was short- 
listed for the Books in Canada first 
novel award, and Fault has already 
won critical acclaim from numerous 
publications across the country. 

The novel begins, quite literally, 
with a bang and a crash. Clara 
Purdy is a 43-year-old woman who 
lives alone in the house of her 
deceased mother in Saskatoon. 
While driving across town, Clara 
hits another car, and injures the 
mother of a family of three. At 
the hospital, the medical team 
discovers Lorraine, the mother, 
is gravely ill with an advanced 
form of cancer, Clara learns the 
family has been living in their 
car, and was travelling from 
Winnipeg to Fort McMurray, 
where they hoped to obtain 
employment and a better life. 
Heavy with guilt and respon- 
sibility, Clara opens her empty home 
lo the family, and moves the three 
children, their father and their grand- 
mother into her home. Clara is helped 
in her effort by her neighbours, 
extended family members and the 
priest at her church. As she takes in 
the family and intertwines their lives 
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Tuesday 
Oct. 21 at 7:30 pm 


GOOD TO A FAULT 
BY MARINA EOICOT 
FREEHAND BOOKS 

STB PESTS 


with her own, Clara discovers new 
meaning and a sense of purpose. Yet 
her motives are questioned by those 
around her, and by Lorraine and her 
family themselves. 


ENDICOTT'S WAITING is reat 


istic, not unlike the writing of the now- 
deceased Canadian literary doyenne, 
Carol Shields, who wrote about “ordi- 
nary people doing extraordinary 
things.” Endicott writes in a style that 


Wednesday 
Oct. 22 at 7:30 pm 


Marina Endicott’s second novel is just good, period 


easily encapsulates the minute details 
of everyday life. This novel takes an 
overarching look at the effects of every 
character's actions, as the viewpoint 
switches between various characters, 
and allows the reader to get a glimpse 
of the thoughts of the core players in 
the story. Though it’s a domestic story, 
there is a sense of urgency to the nar 
ralive, and the reader is constantly 
wailing for the situation to change, and 
for a fragile situation to deteriorate 

This sense of urgency is 

never lost, even when 

things appear to be stable 
The story never seems 
resolved, until the final page 
of the novel 

Questions and themes of 
goodness and selfless 
responsibility make up the 
core theme of Good to a 

Fault. The overarching 
themes and questions raised 
by this book are what make it 
such a compelling read. The 
Story subtly asks questions 
which force the reader to draw 
a line between selflessness and 
selfishness. How far should a 
person go for the sake of charity 
and human kindness? What does 
a person stand to lose by extend- 
ing kindness to others? 

Endicott's book is one that asks 

questions of both the central char- 
acters and the reader. The novel 
doesn’t follow a typical pattern, and 
the story doesn’t focus on flourishes 
or fanfare, but around the subtle 
nuances of everyday life. This is a 
novel that delivers and treats its 
reader with kindness and goodness 
Hopetully, the Giller committee will 
also be favourable to the book on 
awards night. v 


JNDULGE YOUR PASSION FOR BOOKS! 


Joan 
Donaldson- 
Yarmey 


launches Illegally 
Dead, her new 
mystery set in the 
Crowsnest Pass. 


The first woman in the 
world fo travel across 
the Atlantic in a rowboat 
joins us for the launch of 
her memoir, Rowboat in 
a Hurricane. 


Julie Angus 
SLIDE SHOW TOO! 


..and our congratulations go to MARINA ENDICOTT, 
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Jubilee Auditoriu n 


For tickets call: 
780-451-8000 or 
www.ticketmaster.ca 


presented by Recovery Acres Society 


www.moscowballetcanada.com 


Chris Wattie 


releases his book, Contact Charlie, 
a harrowing look at Canadian 
soldiers in Afghanistan. 

Tickets at Audreys: $10, $7 students 
Proceeds to NAAP 

(Northern Alberta Amputee Program) 


CHRIS WATTIE 


at the TransAlta Arts Barns 
10330 84 Ave 
Mon. Oct. 27 at 7:30 pm 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 


author of GOOD TO A FAULT, now shortlisted for 
the Scotiabank Giller Prize! . www.audreys.ca 
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Chinese whispers 


Brilliant Strokes glimpses a great culture in ink and paint 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
t's been a year since the intimately 
Jer administratively named 
Gallery A opened at the U of A's 
_TELUS Centre, its inaugural show 
drawn from the Mactaggart Collec- 
tion, a broad-ranging amassment of 
Chinese garments, artwork and other 
pieces collected and donated by a 
local philanthropic couple. Gallery A’s 
back rooms are devoted to housing 
the Mactaggart treasures, and its 
keepers made it clear that Dressed To 
Rule, an exhibition focused on cen- 
turies-old Chinese court clothes, was 
intended as the first of many explo- 
rations into and interpretations of the 
collection’s offerings. 


Cana few people 
make a difference? 


ef) 


...we think so. 


2 | UNTIL SAT, JANZ4 
BRILLIANT STROKES 

<O | CHINESE PAINTINGS FROM 

ES! | THEMACIAGGART ART COLLECTION 

> | GALLERY A TELUS CENTRE 67 AVE& 1111) 


An echo of that first show is in Bril- 
liant Strokes: Chinese Paintings 
from the Mactaggart Art Collection. 
One of the initial pieces in Brilliant 
Strokes is a folio page containing a lav- 
ish illustration of a ceremonial robe 
from the mid-18th century: a lush, yel- 
low, heavy silk"garment elaborately 
embroidered on both front and back 
with knotwork and vivid imagery, 
including a regal, twisting golden drag- 
on. The piece is a highly stylized code 


that, at the time, contextualized its 
wearer in the administrative, historic 
and spiritual universe of the Chinese 
court. The person within the robe had 
not just a rank, but a literal place in the 
universe, a role in intricate social 
machinery that anchored the real to 
the mythological and bound a sprawl- 
ing empire, populated with diverse eth- 
nic and tribal groups, together under a 
strong centralized bureaucracy. 

The Chinese dynastic kingdoms of 
the 1300s to late-1800s were refined, 
sophisticated administrative realms, 
with the arts deeply enmeshed in 
social and state, public and private 
life. Although the great beauty of its 
artworks is apparent to even casual 


Hands Across Africa 


‘Sierra Leone «Tanzania 


/ 
Our Second Fundraising Journey: \ < 


Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 


Who are we? 


a 


The Hands Across Africa society was started by colleagues at the Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Hospitatwho had a desire to improve the lives of others. It has 
now evolved into a group of participants/volunteers who focus on fundraising 
for two projects in Africa. The members will also be climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. In the fall of 2006, 20 members of Hands Across 
Africa climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. Join us this time in the fall of 2009. 


Our Mission 


Hands Across Africa empowers children and families in Africa by 


od 


\ c 
Me Sys 


How can! become 
involved? 


Come join us and experience 
the trip of a lifetime! 


. Climb Mount Kilimanjaro 
in Fall 2009 
Participants—-volunteers will be 
responsible for the cost of their 
trip as well as raising funds for 
the projects. 


Supporting grassroots initiatives that promote independent sustainable 


communities, 


Who will benefit? 


1. Sierra Leone 
Orphanage and rural rehabilitation clinic offering 
services to people affacted by war 


2 change 
Atm “Children 


2. Tanzania 
Amani Children’s Home which offers education, vocational 


training and housing far abandoned and abused children. 


Haeds Across Anica bes formed 
o partcerstip veiti Change for Chiddren which 
enables ab Gorasbons to be tax deductable. 


2 Volunteer to assist with 
the fundraising 
Aseries of events will be held 
in Edmonton and surrounding 
areas. 


3, Make a donation 
Your contribution will assist one 
of two projects supported by 
Hands Across Africa. 


email: kili4kids@yahoo.ca or www.handsacrossafrica.org 
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viewers, appreciation is enriched by 
understanding of the cultural nuances 
vibrating beneath the brushstrokes. 

The university-supported curators 
excel at delivering this understanding: 
Dressed to Rule was accompanied by 
reader-friendly didactics illuminating 
the general cultural mindset and 
decoding the rigid social order embod- 
ied in the costumes, while Brilliant 
Strokes features engaging panels on 
historic Chinese artists and different 
kinds of creative practices, subject mat- 
ter and regional derivation, and how its 
scrolls and album leafs were received 
by viewers, (Both Mactaggart shows 
have catalogues available, and much 
online at museums. ualberta,ca/mac- 
taggart. It's unfortunate Jim Corrigan’s 
spectacular exhibit of historical Japan- 
ese woodblock prints, drawn from the 
campus-based Print Study Centre and 
shown in the gallery this spring, didn’t 
also get a catalogue.) 


THE SCROLLS AND ALBUMS in srittiant 
Strokes vary in style and subject and 
date from the 1400s to early 1900s. Sev- 
eral pieces agree with the popular 
imagination of “classic” Chinese paint- 
ings: idyllic vistas and majestic 
panoramic scenery, mist-shrouded cliffs 
and valleys dotted with terraced com- 
plexes of paper, silk and bamboo and 
garden courtyards that resonate melo- 
diously with the landscape. But curator 
Dr Ka Bo Tsang (on loan from the Royal 


Ontario Museum) selected pieces thai 
show breadth. Viewers can contras; 
“Admiring an Autumn View at Sunse| 
and “Summer Retreat at Lakeside \)\| 
lage,” near-contemporaneous scro)| 
works of similar dimensions. “Autum 
is a floating mountainous landscap: 
pearly silk, ethereal and pale, all i), 
lines softened by foggy clouds. “Sum 
mer’ is ruddy, densely lined and vividiy 
coloured, with a graphic, printed Joo} 
misty cliffs and water dotted with th; 
presence of man; a solitary figure in 
upper room of a grand house, a fishe: 
man, an ox rider leading livestuc! 
European influence permeates “Batt|: 
Scene from the Nian Rebellion,” a gore 
free but nevertheless violent tableau ot 
a peasant massacre painted a decade 
after the 1860s events, while “Sparrov 
in a Bamboo Grove” revels in the minu 
tia of nature, jagged bamboo shelterin: 
fuzzy alive-seeming sparrows. A cour- 
tesan’s “Orchids, Bamboo and Rocks 
magnifies pebbles, flowers and grasse 
to a poignant landscape, severe and 
gorgeous. 

Through only 18 pieces, Brillian' 
Strokes offers remarkable diversity in 
showing us another facet of the Mac 
taggart Collection and the comple 
world of the Middle Kingdom of the 
last millennium. Collection caretake! 
are using their resources wisely, lel 
ting viewers discover this fascinating 
culture through deep but highly 
focused slices. v 


Win 2 tickets to see... 


OCTOBER 18TH arue EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
WITH GUESTS A RR Eee Ee SS 


Plus, win a copy of the new album! 
Go to vueweekly.com and click on the Matt 


Mays link Ifyou are a FIRST READ member 
we'll throw in a dinner for 2 as well 


Getting M:STy down south 


| PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 
* > a 


As a festival blogger for the fourth bienni- 
al Mountain Standard Time Perfor- 
mance Art Festival, | spent the last two 
weekends travelling the QE2 down to 
(Lethbridge and Calgary, respectively. Liv- 
ing in a festival city where the peak of 
festivities has just finally come to a lull,| 
find myself in yet another festival, but 
one of an entirely different atmosphere. 
Down in Lethbridge, where the new 
media reputation precedes its windy 
coulee corridors, the festival included in 
its programming the world premiere of 
focal artist David Hoffos’ Scenes From a 
House Dream. Taking up both floors of the 
Southern Alberta Art Gallery and maxi- 
mizing a full three weeks of install after 
five years in the making, the exhibition 
drew out the close-knit arts community 
and plenty of visiting onlookers wanting a 
sneak peak before its national tour kicks 
off at the National Art Gallery of Canada. 
Nothing seen during the day on a dead 
walk through the town would prepare for 
the night. While walking around looking 
for the elusive Trap\door artist-run centre, 
| eventually stumbled upon it in the base- 
ment of the Trianon Gallery, where 
emerging Canadian artist Andrew Taggart 
opened his latest exhibition. Taggart, who 
is currently completing a unique joint 
MFA in Norway with his wife (who as it 
turns out | knew from a stint during an 


arts festival in Edmonton), was surround- 
ed by friends and family who drove down 
from Calgary. Although not part of M:ST 
programming, but just serendipitous tim- 
ing, they shared similar minded audi- 
ences who would otherwise remain alien 
to one another. 


THE OTHER two performances that night 
included Calgary-based Angela Silver, 
who punched the carbon-paper-lined 
entrance corridor with red Everlast boxing 
gloves customed with an electric type- 
writer set across its knuckles. The corpo- 
real execution of imprinting text has been 
an ongoing investigation for Silver, espe- 
Cially in terms of text and its function in 
society and the evolution of tools used in 
the creation of text. Although the per- 
formance itself was quite nonplus, the 
Marks left by the carbon paper created a 
hieroglyphic chart in the liminal space 
between the gallery and the street 

The other performance took place in 
the Parlour Window space, the front win- 
dow display/gallery of Hoffos’ studio 
Space that sits on top of an original 
opium den just a few blocks off the main 
street. Performed and arranged by Cal- 
gary-based Wednesday Lupypciw, whose 
family tree traces itself back to Leth- 
bridge, she pays homage to her mother in 
the form of a living tableau as she plays 
Out a teenage scenario filled with Ouija 
board spooks and mimed telephone con- 
versations that echo back on a video loop. 

! would next run into Lupypeiw during 
the Adrian Stimson performance in Cal- 


in MacEwan's 
School of 
Communications 


Information Session 
October 21, 6:30 p.m. 
Room 436 

10045 - 156 Street 


No pre-registration required 


JESIGN STUDIE! 
JOURNALISM 


-ROFESSIONA /| 


gary and again at the Glenbow, where 
she was volunteering for the Movement 
Movement’s “Run the Glenbow Muse- 
um.” | also ran into Cindy Baker, Renato 
Vitic and others, as the festival rolled on 
over a course of two weeks and two 
Cities. Artists and administrators turned 
Volunteers and spectators, as expected, 
but the audience throughout both week- 
ends grew beyond the same handful of 
consistent faces, with many new individ- 
uals trailing in and out for each event and 
performance regardless of the overall 
umbrella festival mentality, 

Part of my personal burnout for festi 
vals is the excuse it has to show weaker 
works alongside one or two headliners, 
simply spanning both time and space as 
encouraged by the recent increases to 
festival funding that privileges the idea of 
presenting culture rather than its cre- 
ation. Each M:ST event, unique on its 
Own and strong enough to draw a 
respectable audience—which may have 
been happenstance, with several other 
arts conferences on the go—neverthe- 
less pulled audiences from across the 
board. The festival did not boast itself 
before the work or its artists, but empha- 
sized each work in its own rightful merit 
and critical context that can and should 
proudly stand on its own and be dis- 
cussed within 4 consciously programmed 
festive atmosphere. w 


Amy Fung is the author of prairieart- 
sters.com. Read her reviews of M:ST at 
mstfestival. blogspot.com 


MacEwan 


780-497-5602 ¢ www.MacEwan.ca/soc 


artist in residence 
Stephanie Jonsson 
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Gloria Mok 


October 16 - 
November 15, 2008 


Opening Thursday, 
October 16, 7-10pm 


Artist Talk Saturday, 
October 18, ipm 


TERRA INCOGNITA: 
A SUITE OF DRAWINGS 


3rd Floor Gal 


lery stmootoe 
Harcourt House Arts Centre aon 


780.426.4180 


10215 - 112 Street 
Edmonton, AB, Canada 
www.harcourthouse.ab.ca 
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Director: Marianne Copithome 
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780.453.2440 theatrenetwork.ca 


2 for 1 Tuesdays Nov 4 & 11 


SELECT 


Production 
Sponsor 


ARTS 


OCT 16 - 


OCT 22,2008 =U Wi 


“PREVUES 


DIE-NASTY IMPROVISED SOAP OPERA 
DIRECTED BY DANA ANDERSEN 

STARRING THE CAST OF DIE-HASTY 

PREMIERES OCT 20 AT BPM 

SHOWS MOM NIGHTS WEEKLY AT 8 PM 
VARSCOWA THEATRE (10329 - 83 AVE) 


PAUL BLINOV / blinev@vueweekly.com 

For it's 18th season, the Die-Nasty 
improv collective is raising the revolution- 
ary tri-colour. They've done a season set 
in ancient Rome, and the glitz ‘n’ glam of 
1930s Hollywood. Die-Nasty has created 
a fictional, Oilers-ish hockey team to root 
for, and last year, even came full-meta- 
circle by setting themselves in a daytime 
soap-opera. But this season, the Canadi- 
an Comedy Award-winning company has 
dug into the history books and located 
their season-long improvised soap opera 
in the lead-up to the french revolution. 

“We're returning to full period cos- 
tume, and wigs and whatnot,” says Mark 
Meer, one of the troupe's core members. 
“The audience seems to like that—that 
was one of our deciding factors. They like 
to see us try to improvise in hilarious and 
impractical costumes.” 

Meer himself is donning clergy robes 
for the occasion, playing Cardinal de 
Sade (cousin of Marquis de Sade) in each 
weekly episode of improvised debauch- 
ery. Or at least that’s who he’s starting as; 
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previous seasons have seen characters 
slip into comas, get tossed into jail, killed 
off or otherwise invalidated, leaving the 
actors to create fresh personas to keep 
the overarching story afloat. 

That soap opera motif of “anything can 
happen” lends itself well to the revolution- 
ary era. Audiences might bear witness to 
some particularly grim stage exits. 

“With the French revolution, we've got 
a good chance of seeing characters 
beheaded,” Meer suggests. “[Director 
Dana Andersen] and | have a couple of 
different scales of guillotine being built.” 

Meer has been with the company 
since the third season. He was an impro- 
viser with RapidFire Theatre who was 
invited to join after guesting in the com- 
pany's weekendlong Soap-A-Thon. Since 
then, he’s seen plenty of comings and 
goings himself: director Dana Ander- 
sen—a founding member of the compa- 
ny—is the company’s fourth ring-leader, 
after lan Ferguson, Stuart Lemoine and 
Trevor Anderson. 

There have also been plenty of quests 
who have popped up over the years: Mike 
Myers is a particularly high-profile exam- 
ple, but Firefly and Serenity star Nathan 
Fillion is a Die-Nasty alumnus, and SCTV's 
Joe Flaherty liked the format so much he 
started an improvised soap of his own 
down in Los Angeles, which Meer, and fel- 


WORLD PREMIERE 


low Die-Nasty-ers Belinda Cornish and 
Donovan Workun have taken part in. 

So there's plenty of chance for an 
unexpected celebrity appearance—but 
even those on guestlist may have to 
watch their necks. You never know who's 
going to lose their head. 

“Unless they're playing the execution- 
er,” Meer states, before changing his 
mind. “But y'know, the French revolution 
was a turbulent time. Not even the exe- 
cutioner was safe.” 


LITFEST 

EDMONTON'S INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL 
THU, OCT 16- SUN, OCT 19; VARIOUS VENUES 
WWWLITFESTALBERTA.ORG 


ALEXIS KIENLEN / alexis @vueweekly.com 

Edmonton's International Literary Festival, 
coloquially known as LitFest and cele- 
brating its third birthday this year, is 
unparalleled and unduplicated in Canada 
for one simple reason: it's the only one of 
the country’s fall literary festivals that 
focuses exclusively on creative non-fic- 
tion. That's something of a feather in its 


THE CITADEL THEATRE PRESENTS 
RONNIE BURKETT THEATRE OF MARIONETTES IN 


‘5 Requiem for a Golden Boy 


“The search for the dream of a life that sparkles.” 


CREATED AND PERFORMED BY RONNIE BURKETT 


CALDER BAT N 


cap, according to Interim Festival produc- 
er David Cheoros. 

“Forty per cent of the books published 
are non-fiction,” he said. “It's definitely a 
growing form, and we're really happy to 


showcase authors who are focusing on - 


non-fiction.” 

For many years, non-fiction was seen as 
the ugly stepsister of fiction, but non-fic- 
tion titles are attracting a wider number of 
readers, and publishers who want to sup- 
ply the demand. Cheoros emphasized the 
support of the Writers Guild of Alberta, 
and Edmonton's writing community, both 
active participants in this year’s LitFest. 

The 18 events in the festival, held at a 
variety of locations downtown, blend 
together a mix of local, provincial and 
international authors. 

“We have strong local representation,” 
said Cheoros. “In some cases, local authors 
may not be the featured authors, but 
they've stepped forward to moderate pan- 
els and host events. If you're not celebrat- 
ing the people who live and work where 
you are, you're doing something wrong.” 

Authors are also represented at the 
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provincial level. One example of an Albey. 
ta author who will be participating is nat. 
ural history writer Sid Marty of Pinche; 
Creek. Marty’s most recent book: The 
Black Grizzly of Whiskey Creek, won the 
2008 Grant McEwan Literary Arts Award 
prize this September. Another Albertan 
author who is gaining international atten. 
tion is Calgarian Chris Turner, whose firs) 
book, Planet Simpson, was a worldwide 
bestseller. His second book, The Geogra 
phy of Hope, shares success stories from 
the frontlines of the worldwide move 
ment for sustainable living and has been 
featured on CBC radio. 

International authors appearing 
include Simon Winchester, a 
British/American author whose seven 
titles have gained him an enormous fo}- 
lowing. Winchester will be appearing 
Onstage in a solo event, while Rober; 
Stone, an American author with ninc 
books to his name, will take part in sever 
al panel discussions. 

LitFest runs during the evening and day 
to accommodate a wide variety of audi 
ences, said Cheoros. A number of the 
events are for children, while some 
evening events include film or music 
Many events are free’of charge, or have 
low ticket prices to accommodate patrons 

Still, it’s the emphasis on non-fiction 
defines the festival’s nature and atmos- 
phere. Attendants are encouraged to think 
about issues and engage in debates. 

“One of the things I've worked hard to 
embrace is the importance of conversation 
to the festival. It's much more about dia- 
logue, and that affects everything, from 
the way we set up the room to the style of 
panel moderation,” said Cheoros. “We 
invite people to come and chat with us." w 


VUEWEEKLY.COM 
TO LINK TO 
EDMONTON'S 


COMMISSIONED BY THE CITADEL THEATRE 
(EDMONTON, CANADA} 


MUSIC AND SOUND DESIGN BY JOHN ALCORN 
UGHTING DESIGN BY KEVIN HUMPHREY 
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‘A-vigual art exhibition and sale by the Art Society ot 
Ail 0 traditional and contemporary in all 
=r mt a Spa 2001 - » 
(780-433-5950) Carol (780 
BUGERA | lasper Ave, 4822854 * Tue 
Sur 10 am - 5 pm. closed Sun = Mon and otidays Seene 
sateen: artist * Oct 25 - Nov 6, 2008 = 
Dpening reception Oct Z5 C2 - {in attendance 
OTTEWELL 1) Broadmoor Boulevard, Sherwood 
rk (TESA) © and Sale: The Art Society of 
hathetne County’ ‘Shaw and Sale * Oct 24 - 28; 
Deering receptien Oet 24; artists in attendance 


carr 105 St (780-468-6611) « 
FOOMSCENe wy by Candice Ring, 
» UP THE by Brian McArthur, glass 


oti! Oer 18. 
wi by Garon J Patersdn; Until Dec. 20" reception: Seu Oe 25 
f-tom) 


f 
‘BEAT GALLERY ‘Anne Street, St Albert (780-459-3679) 
AMAZED GY THE PALL Actors by gor Pstarh * Until Oct 24 


ee 100, 10230 
rr 10:3081 i Thi 
: son dpm de fe ain Vam-Spm * WORS Ora 
RENAISS Pease Pe Until Nov 2 
EDMONTON: Fung. 
x ia 4 © Free (members); $10 
$5) (Syrs and under/$20 


5 five * GOMP, HALLOWEEN FASH- 
Ton SHOW POT TUCK Ont 28 oni 5 adv /$20 doar $5 
off with carved pumpikin fom. ‘only please) 


9621 Ave (780- 
Salon; Through 


; 10546-11 
nena ayes 8k -7685) © 


pal emt featuring Bollows, Russell Bi rein 

wus! exhibition \. 

win Daves, Dick Der and many other, Unt Ost 3 

'ng reception: Fri, Oct 3 {2pm} 

THE CROOKED POT GALLERY ‘Ava Stony Plain (780- 

S357) = TEATINE Ms econo rd ave, wl 
eens a jeolors to choose 

Hom * Througte Oct. Tue = Sat {1Gam-Spm)} 


Bo om GALLERY 124 St 7B ABB.ASAS * HORSE 
pSHOW Group show: Cet erat a) 
FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Aim 1-1. Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St 
B Avo (780492. Tue-Fri 1 2 

iris Madaeky (MEA Drawog wad Intermediak Unni Nes 


( GALLERY . 
Dae Leta peoemee Ele Ave (780 
LERY AT ‘A. MILNER LIBRARY Main 5, 
Se Winston ; 
ina Sa (780-436-7089) Open 


Mon-Fri Sam-Spm, 
ipo S2mGpm; Sun 1 Ant exhibit: Until 
B30 Ponsa Cuidehine noase 


TRIPS ameter Si Fed Door (409.241.4641) 


silo pales yay sg eg 
Wet End Gatany « 0 ee ear seas eno 


Fenowned artists of Intemational distinction. 
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ANDO ART AUCTIONS 11130-105 Ave: 

yoww landoartauctions.com * One hundred Canadian and 
International works of art are up for auction including outstanding 
works by Rick de Grandmaison, Fred Haines, Allen Sa 

fngwor Ker. Henri Masson, Norval Morrisseau, Riolend 

Gissing, ALJ. and many others * Oct 19 (2pm) 


LATITUDE 53 10248-108 St (780-423-5353) » Open Tue-Fri 1Dym: 
‘Spm; Sat nodn-Spm * Main Space: The Nivors: Futura 
and Bosnit Hoare Until Oct 18 ag 


LOFT GALLERY A J. Ortes Centre, $99 Broadmoor Biv, 

ined PaaS * Open Th 5gpm, Sat 
Artworks |. t A 

Marinoske, and others; Through Oct ee 


‘MICHIF CULTURAL AND SMETIS RESOURCE INSTITUTE 9 
Mision Ave, St. Albart (780:651-8176) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4gm: 
weekends by appt * be Display * Gift Shop « 
Finger weaving and sash by Colina Loyer 

McMULLEM GALLERY (of A Hospital. 8440-112 (780-407- 
pa Oban Moret 10am-Bpm; Sat-Sun 14 Fa : 
rie eau by mambers of the Sculptor’s Association; 


[ Contre Public Art Gallery) 5411 -51 
‘Stony Pram (780-953-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 1Oam:-4pm: Sun tan 
tas Ott» Pang a a Bae 
» Until % 
eee Cie fol; Now 25 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St 1, St Albert {71 
459-1528) © PRINTS FROM CPA MAGIC LANTERN SUDES 1685. 
ee An exhibit from Simon Fraser University Gallery: Until Dee 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 1354 Jasper Ave * COLLAPSING 
COLONIES: Featuting works by the Boohive Collective. Featured 
for the North of Nowhere Expo: Until Nov 1 


NINA HAGGERTY STOLLEAY GALLERY 9705-11) Ave (780-474- 
7611} © Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm: Tue, Thu 9 30-4pm. 
6:30-8:30pm * Watercolours by Jim Pascott: Until Nov 7 


NORTH OF NOWHERE EXPO Various Venues ft Edmonton 
{7BD-494 8725)» A mucecipinary exon around Cat, Cole 
Disorder * Living Legend: international mall Artist Anns Baran and 
Iranian artist Lida Sherafatmand (founder of the Humanitarian Art 
Manifesto); Oct 17 - 31 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space. 10183-112 St (790- 
452-0786) © Open Tue-Sat 11am-Spm * David Alexander new 
paintings * Oct 18- Nov 15 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 1204 Jasper Ave. 

www. probertsongallery.com (780-455-7479] * Open Tue-Sat 
Ham-Spm * REAL BETWEEN THE LINES. Paintings by Carolyn 
Campbell; Until Oct 23 * Arworks by Robert Maressautt: Oct 25 - 
Now 11; Opening reception: Sat Oct 25 (2 - 4pm) 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY MAIN SPACE 1013-112 St * Tue 
Sat (11am-Spm) * QUTSIDE IN: Anworks by David Alexander: Oct 18 - 
Nov 15 Opening reception: Sat Oct 18 12 - 4pm) 


THE PORTAL ART GALLERY £300, 9414-91 St (780-702-7522) « 
Keri Mahl gains a willful rejuvenation of blank canvas ‘bringing to 


life with acrylic tlow volume and texture with sand, heavy glasses, 


wax of tar: Oct 16 - Nov 8; Opening Night Recaption: Oct 16 (7- 
9:30pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St. St. Albert (720- 
460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) « 
CONSTRUCT: Artworks by Elaine Clessen, Ron Robinson, and Pat 
He Until Nay 1 * THE ART OF ABSTRACTION: (Gallery 
Tour) See how artists use colour, line and shape'to make art thot is 
about forms and feelings: Until Nov 1; $3/child (min 10 partici- 
ee (6:30 - 8pm Tue-Thu) * PAINTING WITH PAPER: Drop in art 
lor the Artist at Heart. Open your mind to a new painting tech- 
nique; Oct 16 {7-pm); $12 incl. materials and construction 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 oper Ru (780-427- 
1750) * Opan: Tue-Sat Sam-4:30pm, Wad Sam-Spm « 
DOCUMENTING ALBERTA’ Photographs of Alberta landscapes 
fram the Public Affairs Bureau; Until Dec, 12 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 1245-102 Ave (720-453-9100) « 
Open daily $-Spm * Govermment Howse: Public tours Sat and Sun 
and statutory hols (11am i, (780-427-2251) * Museons 
‘Theatre (780-453-9100) TIME TRAVELLERS XV. The Tima Travellers 
Lecture Series connects visitors with ancient stories from Alberts 
and exotic locations abroad that have shaped our modern world 
Longhouses of the Arctic; Oct 16 (7pm) 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 1041 1-124 St (780-428-3519) * Open Tue-Sat 

10am-Spm * FUSION: New floral and landscape wax-resist artworks 
and figurative ink on paper artworks by Yuriko Kitamura: Oct 18-28 + 
Opening reception Oct 18 (24pm); artist in attendance 


SNAP GALLERY 1(1309-97 St (780-423-1492) » Open Tue-Sat 12- 
‘Spin ® EOMONTON PRINT INTERNATIONAL 2008 (EPI) Vatious ven- 
wes: Capital Arts Building, SNAP Gallery and the University of 
Alberta Mussums, Print Study Centre, A calebration of the printed 
image hosted by SNAP. a major visual art exhibition and sympo- 
‘sium; Until Oct 17 * EDMONTON PRINTS: Until Oct 17 


‘SPOT LIGHT GALLERY #107. 25 Chisholm Ave St. Albert (780-418- 
2055) * Painting at the Speed of Light: Plain air painting exhibition 
and demos. Come vote for the “People’s Choice Awards". Until Nov 
10; Opening recaption Sun Get 20 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King St. Spruce Grove (780- 
962-0564), PROGRESS VS NATURE featura Arist Judith Martin: 
‘Untit Nov 1; Opening reception Oct 18, {1-4em) 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (780-460-5993). 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St Albert (780-460-5990) * 
Open Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-Spm * ALLUSIONS: 
Paintings by Douglas Fraser; Until Nov 1 


SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES GALLERY AND STUDIO 
1225-107 Ave * Opan Tue-Fri 1dam-Spm, Sat noon-Spm * 
NANABOZHO-THE TRICKSTER [ Jason Carter's Series of 
‘stona carvings and paintings; Until Oct 31 


‘TU GALLERY 1718-124 St. www.tugallary.ca * Tue-Sat 10em- 
aa Thu till’8pm * Photography by Megan Kemshead * Get 18 - 
lov 1 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS GALLERY A TELUS 
Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St (780-492-5854) « BRILLIANT STROKES: 
Chinase Paintings from the Art Collection representing 
the styles in China fron 15th to 20th centuries: Until Jan. 24, 2008 


VAAA GALLERY 3c Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (780-421- 
1731] © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * WILO THINGS: Now 
‘Work by Alberts: pti Robert Chelmick.* Oct 16 - Nov 15 


~ * Opening Reception Oct 16 (7-3-30pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (780-489-4892) * 124s1 
Gallery Walk: Get 18 & 19 © Artworks by lod Charlesworth; Until 


‘Oct 23 © Artworks by Bev Rodin; Oct 25 - Now 6 


JULIAN FOF 
tea tereitecenals ect © Oct 1912 prt Free 


LITERARY 


EE 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper RONALD WRIGHT reading from & 

Mis nev beat What fe America, Oet 16 (7 30pe Toe 
avant * JOSEPH BOYDEN from & signing his mew novel 
"Through Black Spruce”, Oct 19 Ik Free eennt 

BOOKS 10702 Japses Ave. * Julie Angus offers 9 
multi fom’ presintation to promote her new Rowboat 
in. a Hurricane * Oct 22 (7:30pm) 


bared 
Breshaway Exton for Psa! Gila” ® Abbotsiold 
Branch. 3210-118 Avenue; Oct 16 (43046 20pm) * Jasper Pisce 


Branch, 9010-156 St, Oct 18 (2-4 pn) « Stanley A Milner Library, 7 
Sir Winston Church Sa et 20 (6pm) © Wiktems a eee 
Urry, 4211-108 St: Get 258 30-59" aoe 
EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY Whitemud Cross 
4211-105 S1 (780-495-1822) © THERE AND BACE AGAIN aN 
ARTISTS TALE: Julian Forrest. painter and photographer, talks 
about the significant shifts in his practice and examines their 
influences on his work, Oct 19 (2pm) © GEORGE MILLAR: FIFTY 
YEARS a al pbeate will give an interactive and illustrated 
is S-painting, i 
is far-flung influences, Det PA al er 


EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY Londonderry Branch, 110 
Londonderry Mall # David Kendal, motorbike racer ana togra- 
eee slideshow on his experiences as a racer; Nov 20 


EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY Woodcroft Branch, 13420-1)4 
Ave. © THE JOYS OF BIKING: Three Edmonton women share i 
adventures and provide tips for the road; Oct 25 (Zpmh: Free 


LITFEST Muliple locations © The Alberta Book Fair Society is 
pleased to unveil 3 line-up of 27 authors representing every 
‘aspect of literary non-fiction for 2008 Edmonton International 
Literary Fostival # Oct 16-19 = tickets (780.420. 1757) wewews, taxon 
thesquare.ca 


LOIS HOLE LIBRARY 17650-89 Ave. « UNTAMED SPIRIT: The 
amazing story of Doris Maron who at age $3 rode her motor bike 
around the world! * Oct 21 (7pm) * Free 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston Churchill Sq « Litfest 
Meet the Author: The Children’s Library at Stanley A. Milner 
proudly presents First Nations author Larry Loyia and co-author 
Constance Brissenden, Mr. Layie and Ms. Brissenden will be intro: 
ducing their new chapter book ‘Goodbye Buffalo Bay’, Oct 18 
tS Ages: 6-12 yr; Participation fimit: 40; more into (780-496. 


TELUS AUDITORIUM Univorsity of Alberta 111 Strowt & B7 
Avenue (780-492-5380) * A Mid-Autumn Evening with Caribbean 
Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott * Parformanca by Trincan Steal 
Oruro Orchestra followed by reading and book signing by Darak 
Walcott * Oct 23 (6pm) 


UPPER CAUST CAFE 10909.85 Ave (780-422-8174) * THE POETS 
HAVEN Monday Night reading series presented by Stroll of Poets: 
Every Mon. night (7pm); $5 (door) 


LIVE COMEDY 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 Si. Anne Street, St. Alben: (720-459 1542) 
Wwwardentheatre.com * Gizmo Guys Allan Jacobs and Barrett 
Felker; Act includes original routines, quick-witted verbal ropartee 
and world class juggling skills in 8 very light-hearted approach to 
the art * Oct 18 (2pm) « $18 Adult; $14 Child 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (780-469-4999) « 
Gabriel Flutiedge; Oct 16 - 18 ® Rotiin Cree: Oct 23 - 25 


COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 St (780-483-5999) 
® Kevin Nealon: Oct 16-18 © David Acer; Oct 16-18 © Hit or Miss 
Mondays: Oct 20 


LION'S HEAD PUB Radisson Hotel, 4440 Gateway Blvd * 
Comady Night Hosted by Lars Callieou featuring professional and 
amateur comedians * Every Sun (Spm) * No cover 


MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS-LEDUC + 
Watermelon Slim: Oct 17 (Bpm); $30 {780-986-5412} www beduc 
chamber.com, TIX on the Square 


THEATRE 


BALLY TWINKLE, REQUIEM FOR A GOLDEN BOY Citsdels Macleb 
Theatre, S828 - 107A Ave * Created and performed try Ronnie Burke 
Part of the Flice Sones * Ost 18 - Now 9130 & 7:30 pm) 


CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD Walterdale Playhouse, 1032-83 
Ave » By Mark Medoff, The story of a sensitive and caring 
teacher at a school for the deaf who falls in love with an ex-stu- 
dent Until Det 18 ; $14-$16 {adult)/$12-$14 (student/seniar) 


CHIMPROV Varscons Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (780-433-3393) + 

Rapid Fire Theatre presents comedy for the sophisticated: Runs 
very Sat (11pm) except for the last Sat of each month and runs 
until mid June 2009 


THE FLYING DUTCHMAN (OPERA) Northern Alborta Jubilee 
Auditorium * As the sea rages. 8 cursed captain scours the globe 
aboard his ghost ship, searching for his only salvation: a woman's 
fove. * Oct 25, 28 & 30 (7:30pm) 


INFERNO SONATA / TRUTH FACTORY Catalyst Theatre, 10943- 
84 Ave * Two Delirious One Acts written, produced and performed 
by Scott Shayplin. Part of the Indie 5 series * Oct 16-26; (Mon-Sat 
8pm) (Sun 2pmre Pay What You Can matinec) Mon & Wed are dark: 
$14 door, $12 students/seniors/unemplayed: $16 adv {780-409- 
1910); for more info call (780-433-4999) 


CSt: EDMONTON “LITTLE MURDER ON THE PRAIRIE” 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St. Phase Ill. West Edmonton 
Mall (780-484-2424) © Until Oct 26 (Wed-Sar 6:20pm; Sun 5pm) 


LASCIVIOUS BURLESQUE HALLOWEEN SHOW Brcoldyn's Lounge 
9210-34 Ave * Oct 24 (doors Bp} © $6 


LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS Mayfield Dinner Theotra, 16515 
109 Ave (780-483-4051) © Book and lyrics by Howard Ashman, 
fyrics by Alan Menken; Until Now 2 


LIVING SHADOWS: A STORY OF MARY PICKFORD TransAlta 
ArtsBamns” Westbury Theatre, 10230 - 64 Ave www fringethe- 
stieadventures.ca {780-409-1910} * After a hit run at tha 2006 
Edmonton Fringe Festival, Village Theatre’s production returns * 
Oct 23:26 


NEW MUSIC IN MOTION Convocation Hall (UotA) * The New 
Brunswick-based Motion Ensemble will be inaugurating the 
Edmonton Composers’ Concert Society s new 2008-2009 season 
of New Music Alberts Concert Series performances with @ pres- 
entation of works by seven of the world's vanguard of com- 
posers of music on the leading edge * Oct 19 (8pm), $15/S7 
senior / student, tickets at the door 


OH SUSANNA! HALLOWEEN SPECIAL Vorscons Theatre 
1329-83 Ave (780-433-3399) * The pramiere of the Euro-style 
Verety Spectaclo’s TENTH seasan! * Oct 25 (1ipm) 


SHATTERING [nner City High, 9515 - 104 Ave. Boyle Street 
Community League (780-434-9236) * Forum Theatre created and 
performed by prople who have struggled with addiction 
Headlinas is now bringing this award-winning production to 
Edmonton * Oct 24 {2pm}, Oct 27 (Tym) * $5-$15 suggested 
donation/tree to low-income 


SMOKESCREEN Stanley A. Milnor Library (780-988-8914, ext 1) 
* A timely and essential exploration of a drug for which we 
have laws but no values © Qet 24(} & 8pm), Sign language 
interpretars provided at 1pm show: Oct 25(2 & Spm); Pay-what- 
you-can at 2pm show * $18 adults, $14 students/saniors * TIX 
‘on tha Square (780-420-1757) 


THREE PEAS IM A POD The Third Spaco. 11518 - 103rd St + 
The fifth anniversary edition! Come enjoy a freewheeling 
Cabaret wrth melodious and clavar highlights of familiar amt 
obscure musical theatre featuri sg! MeFerran, Timothy J 
Anderson, and Sally Hunt * Oct 17 & 18{7:15pm doors) * $20 / 
$15 studenta/suniors * TIX on the Square (780-420-1757) 


THEATRESPOATS Varscons Theatra, 10329-83 Ave (780-448. 
0695} were. capistiratheatre.com * Rapid Fire Theatre's week! 
‘insane improv show ® Runs evary Fri (11 gm) through July 


THE VIP KID'S SHOW Varscons Theatre 10329- 83 Aye * A 
new series for ehildren where young and ald can enjoy @ Variety 
show an Improv show and a Puppet show all rolled into ona! « 
Sat Oct 25, Nov | & 8, Doc 6 & 13 (11am) * $5 door cadh or 
cheque only © TIX on Square (780-420-175?) 


John L. Hage Theatre Centre for the Arts snd 


most 
seme ‘students / servers # Tix on the Square ot (TEQ-20-1757) 


DING OCTOBER 16 
1. Michaek Franti & Spearhead — All Rebel Rockers (anti) 
2. Kings Of Leon — Only By The Night (rca) 
3. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 
4. TV On The Radio —Dear Science (touch & go) 
5 Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 
6. Calexico ~ Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 
7. Jenny Lewis - Acid Tongue (warner) 
8, Ry Cooder ~|, Flathead (nonesuch) 
9. Okkervil River - The Stand Ins (jagiaquar) 
10. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 
11. Taj Mahal - Maestro (heads up) 
12. Old Crow Medicine Show - Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
13. Maria Dunn - The Peddler (distant whisper) 
14. Elliott Brood — Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 
15. Wendy McNeill — A Dreamer's Guide To Hardcore Living (six shooter) 
16. Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) 
17. Dennis Wilson - Pacific Ocean Blue (epic) 
18. Tricky - Knowle West Boy (domino) 
19. Joan Osbome - Little Wild One (pium records) 
20. Alejandro Escovedo - Real Animal (back porch) 
21. Toxic Holocaust - An Overdose Of Death (relapse) 
22. Fucked Up - The Chemistry Of Common Life (matador) 
23. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir — Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pir} 
24. Eliza Gilkynson — Beautiful World (red house) 
25. Jerry Douglas - Glide (koch) 
26. Brian Wilson - That Lucky Old Sun (capitol) 
27. Jay Reatard - Matador Singles '08 (matador) 
28. Ayla Brook - After The Morning After (saved by radio) 
29. Emmylou Harris - All | Intended To Be (nonesuch) 
30. The Pack A.D. - Funeral Mixtape (mint) 


AMON AMARTH 


TWILIGHT OF THE THUNDER GOD 


These Swedish Vikings are Gods of 
their very own. Creating an album that is 
to date, probably their most stunning 
work yet. It is solid from beginning 

to end full of raw powerhouse sounds 
and an unbelievable compelling feel. 
This is a must own for any death metal 
fan. (oh, and the very limited edition 
comes with bobblehead figurines of the 
entire band.) 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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FILM 


The passion of the daele 


Paul Gross’s Passchendaele reveals a fierce commitment to Canada’s stories 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 

might have offended Paul Gross. 
[« the very least I struck a nerve, 

as I kicked off our interview by 
babbling my way into an inquiry of 
the cinematically ideological issues 
in his new film Passchendaele, a 
dramatization of Canada’s strategic 
though costly victory in the infa- 
mous First World War battle. | felt 
like a heel. 

“What does it matter if we com- 
pare it to an American war film,” 
Gross replies, “Or a German or an 
Australian or a South Korean war 
film? It is a film of us, and it’s got the 
things in it that need to be there to 
tell that story.” 

Mostly, I was curious how Gross 
measured the film beside big war 
spectacles like Saving Private Ryan 
or Flags of Our Fathers, not only 
because they cost a significant 
amount to produce (though Gross’s 
film cost $20 million, a paltry figure 
by Hollywood standards, it is the 
most expensive Canadian movie to 
date) but each also attempts to 
assert a historical stance in the 
multiplex through a portrayal of 
heroes. How different is it when 
Canadians tell it? 

“First of all, it’s not an American 
story, it’s our story,” Gross notes, “I 
think the nature of heroism is differ- 
ent, because we don't see it the same 
way. I think the heroism here is large- 
ly self-effacing, and is actually about 
honest sacrifice and the love that can 
drive sacrifice.” 

Caroline Dhavernas, Passchendaele’s 
female lead, is seated comfortably on 
the sofa next to Gross, and elucidates 
the Canadian nature of the film by 
referring to some of the stops it has 
made on its brief cross-country tour. 

“[Veterans in Winnipeg who saw 
the film] ask the question, ‘Why has- 
n’t this been done before?” Dhaver- 
nas states, “| don’t think people 
realize. Do people know we don’t 
have the ability to come up with 
these budgets unless we’re very 
patient, determined, and are yery 
passionate like Paul.” 

“And psychotic,” Gross adds. 

“People are so happy and moved 
that it’s finally being done,” Dhaver- 
nas says, "[The veterans] didn’t say 
much because they’re not that kind of 
men—they don’t ask for stuff to be 
made about them.” 


DESPITE HIS DEFENCE of its inherent 


Canadianness, it’s a conversation that 


— 
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PASSCHENDAELE 


WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PAUL GROSS 
STARRING GROSS, CAROLINE DHAVERNAS 
sett 


Gross wishes we could move beyond, 
instead focusing on the art itself. 
“I think we think about that too 


much,” Gross shakes his head. “One 
thing I'm never going to do about this 
film is apologize for it, and I’m not 
going to try to hide it. I think it’s fuck- 
ing great 

“One of the things we do in Eng- 
lish Canada way too fucking much is 
apologize for what we do,” he con- 
tinues. “Almost all of our films come 
out and say, ‘I’m sorry, I've got a film 


I'd like you to see.’ We were just in 
Québec, and there’s no apology 
there. That’s why that culture is 
strong, and it needs to be embraced 
with the same kind of confidence by 
people like you. I think we overthink 
things in our cultural output.” 

Gross doesn’t see that as a neces- 
sarily Canadian trait, either. 

“1 think it has become something 


we do, and I've seen it get worse ove: 
the course of my career.” 

From our conversation, it’s reaiil 
apparent that, despite the suppose 
grandeur of the production, Gros 
sensitive and defensive about |! 
work, a trait unique to a sincerely cre 
ative individual who approaches cul! 


tural rhetoric with rigour and 


confidence, vw 


REVUE 


The opening sequence of Passchendaele, a genre- 
influenced centre piece for this year's Remembrance 
Day, informs the rest of the film by paring down the art 
of war to its essentials. A small number of Canadian 
soldiers under attack by a machine gun manned by 
some hidden Germans use any possible tool to fight 
back: rocks, hand grenades, bayonets and, ultimately, an 
attempt at a truce, the latter which fails until one man 
is left standing. The film’s hero Michael Dunn (Gross) 
ends up face to face with a young, blue-eyed Gap model 
of an enemy pleading for his life, which results in a 
gruesome, split-second blade through his skull. The rest 
of Passchendaele follows Dunn in what the audience is 
free to decide is his redemption, from shell shock to 
finding love to taking responsibility for the fate of 
another, young soldier. 

There are no easy answers in Passchendaele, 


telling, which initially takes Dunn back home to Cal- 
gary during wartime. Amidst the fronts of historic 
buildings like the Union Bank and Empress Theatre, 
the city folk demonstrate their patriotism by blasting 
the honour of young men like David Mann (Joe Dini- 
col), an asthmatic whom Dunn refuses to draft. 
Despite its supposed community, Dunn feels the pres- 
sure of its hypocrisy and finds solace in listening to the 
rants of his legless friend Royster (Gil Bellows) and 
attempting to court Mann’s nurse sister Sarah (Dhaver- 
nas). Meanwhile, Mann ignores class restraints by car- 
rying on a hidden affair with Cassie (University of 
Alberta graduate Meredith Bailey) the daughter of 
Dunn’‘s superior. All this until a family secret is 
revealed that suddenly identifies David and Sarah with 
the German enemy. Quite the soap opera, | know. 

This second act sets the stage for Dunn's return to 
battle, once Mann finds his way into getting drafted. 
The rest, quite frankly, is history, as the soldiers are 


despite its seemingly conventional brand of story- _ sent to the namesake battle where Canadian soldiers ing for a fight. —JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 


were primarily victorious. Even though Passchendaele | 
acknowledges the inherent pride of our effort, the gru- 
eling and meticulously directed war zone is less t\- | 
umphant than it is gory and traumatic. Conflic' | 
emerges on both emotional and military fronts, once | 
Dunn realizes Mann's fumbling attempt at heroism anc | 
fe-encounters Sarah at the camp (which quickly turns | 
Passchendaele into a fierce bodice-ripper). 
Complications of construction of Canadian historica 
identity through dramatizations are not an issue in Pass | 
chendaele, which moves full-speed ahead in the cer | 
tainty of its production (unlike, say, Atom Egoyans | 
Ararat, which moves between several complicated sto- | 
| 
| 


ries to share Canada’s part in the Armenian genocide °! 

WWI). But audiences are sure to appreciate Passcher’ | 
daele for being simply well-made, casting Gross in the | 
Eastwood-Spielbergian role of proud, shameless film } 
maker (who even co-wrote Sarah Slean’s billowy ballad | 


in the closing credits). Even as a war epic, it’s not !ook- 
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Stone gives a surprisingly nuanced take 
on America’s unpopular president 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef @vueweekly.com 
are times you've got to 
wonder if this young century that 
no longer feels young, more 
specifically the eight years that have 
followed that fraudulent 2000 presiden- 
tial election, hasn't been some pro- 
jonged bad dream from which we're all 
about to wake from with one wicked- 
ass hangover. George Walker Bush will 
soon leave the White House, the last 
stretch of what's proven to be one long 
and wearying walk indeed. Some may 
argue that a preemptive strike on sum- 
marizing his presidency is unlawful, but 
such temperance has no place in the 
movies, certainly not the movies of 
Oliver Stone, whose W. arrives in the- 
atres as a melancholy parting gift. 

Stone and Bush are exact contempo- 
raries. They attended Yale at the same 
time. And Stone has never shied from 
identification with the great demons of 
recent history regardless of their political 
stripes, thus his portraits of both Nixon 
and Castro have been strangely tender. 
As W. gets underway we find Bush (josh 
Brolin) circling the oval office, pivoting 
round an axis in precise opposition to 
Stone's camera, as though the two are 
dance partners or boxers sizing each 
other up. And all the while our support- 
ing characters sit in heated discussion 
over how to characterize their nation’s 
nebulous post-9/11 enemy, settling, 
finally, on “axis of evil.” It’s a rousing 
opener, introducing our protagonist just 
when his confidence is peaking, setting 
us up for beth the stumbling ascension 
to power that led to this moment and, 
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DIRECTED BY OLIVER STONE 

WRITTEN BY STANLEY WEISER 

STARRING JOSH BROLIN, JAMES CROMWELL 
Jtotok 


BIOPIC 


we presume, the terrible downfall to fol- 
low. Curiously, over the next two hours, 
we'll witness a great deal more of the 
former than the latter. 

Written by Stanley Weiser, who co- 
scripted Stone's Wall Street, W. is more 
portrait than polemic, even if it wants to 
be both. This character study is founded 
above all in Bush’s contentious, 
approval-seeking relationship with his 
father James Cromwell), whose own 
presidency now looks like an exercise in 
centrist moderation in comparison. Hav- 
ing succeeded as a frat boy and failed 
miserably as both student and labourer, 
we hear Bush Jr berated by “Poppy’ for 
hijinks and aimlessness, ordered to stop 
behaving like a Kennedy and respect the 
family name. Bush Jr will never fully heal 
from these wounds, exacerbated by his 
suspicion that brother Jeb’s the unspo- 
ken favourite: it's these wounds that'll 
slowly give him the gumption to go into 
politics and later still become so 
embroiled in Iraq, convinced of his mis- 
sion to finish the job dad abandoned 
back in 1991. 


FAMILIAL GRIEVANCES offer Weiser and 
Stone a classical framework to build on, 
and they've tailored the chorus of advi- 
sory voices so as to heighten the sense 


of their Bush as tragic fool: Richard 
Dreyfuss’s Cheney, shamelessly savour- 
ing the word “empire” like a fat lizard; 
Thandie Newton doing a blood-curdling 
Condoleezza Rice; Scott Glenn’s glinty- 
eyed if perhaps not sufficiently callous 
Rumsfeld; Jeffrey Wright’s Colin Powell, 
the defeated, lonesome voice of moral 
reason; Toby Jones’s Karl Rove, nothing 
less than a Satanic puppet master. But 
the flamboyant disgrace is all Brolin’s, 
his flawless performance all the more 
troublingly effective for being somehow 
perfectly sympathetic, as amiable as we 
always suspected Bush was before 
being granted fearsome powers. When 
Rove questions his strut, Bush replies, 
“In Texas we call that walkin’,” and it’s 
clear that the man might have seemed 
refreshing when the peril of his incom- 
petence was still abstract and distant 
W. is more than allegory and Brolin 
finally too complex in his characteriza- 
tion to seem merely a product of a 
flawed system, though in the end his 
confusion alone seems the absolute 
measure of his character. 

Given all these factors begging to add 
up, how strange that W. seems to be 
lacking a last act. This absence of reso- 
lution is perhaps fitting given the 
absence of exit strategy that's so 
hounded the occupation of Iraq. Yet 
however eloquent this structural paral- 
lel between reality and art, you couldn't 
be blamed for desiring more when the 
credits suddenly appear, be it the long, 
draining road to the preSent or our sad 
hero's final surrender to the knowledge 
of his true historical role as widely 
loathed blunderer on the world’s most 
consequential stage. Stone would seem 
up for at least one of these jobs, and 
spends much of the film building up to 
it with a welcome lack of directorly 
affectation, save a few oddball close- 
ups of belt buckles or corn cobs and a 
redundant dream sequence. How he 
and Weiser came to decide on their 
abbreviated ending is ambiguous, but I 
suppose we at least can give them cred- 
it for leaving the final judgment on their 
subject to us.W 


Loopy for Lupino 


JOSEF BRAUN 
vdetective@yueweekly.com 


=| DVDETECTIVE 


Ida Lupino was born in Brixton, schooled 
at RADA, but like so many of the ele- 
ments that fed the best American movies 
of the 1940s, and film noir especially, her 
outsider's perspective seemed only to 
heighten her contribution to the strangely 
poeticized Americaness of her presence. 
Emigrés helped nurture what would even- 
tually be labelled the noir sensibility, its 
fatalism and chiaroscuro stylistic econo- 
my, but Lupino never seemed less than 
American in her toughness and resilience, 
her fundamental vulnerability and make- 
do-with-what-you-got glamour. If you did- 
‘'t know better you'd think she, Gloria 
Grahame and Barbara Stanwyck came 
from the same little town—and all three 
anxious toescape. a 


Moontide (1942), one of two new 
Lupino DVDs released in the Fox Noir 
series, was especially informed by Euro- 
pean tastes. Fritz Lang was director 
before Archie Mayo took over, and Lang's 
moody aesthetics remain. It was the US 
debut of French superstar Jean Gabin, 
who, ever vigilant regarding his image, 
tailored John O’Hara’s adaptation of 
Willard Robertson's pulp novel, apparent- 
ly much to its betterment. But perhaps 
the most European thing about Moontide 
had nothing to do with the personnel: 
after Pearl Harbor, the West Coast loca- 
tion shoot was cancelled and the produc- 
tion moved into the studios, where the 
overt artificiality of the sets, the foggy 
docks especially, endowed the film with 
its sublimely dreamlike atmosphere, 
increasing the air of dread and romance. 

Moontide begins with a night of alco- 
holic oblivion, with dockworker and work- 
ing-class bon vivant Bobo (Gabin) emerging 
from his blackout in front of a bait shack. A 


murder's been committed, and Bobo isn’t 
sure he didn’t do it. His pal Tiny (Thomas 
Mitchell), found suggestively snapping 
towels against the naked ass of Nutsy 
(Claude Rains), propose the pair skip town, 
but Bobo’s customary wanderlust is sud- 
denly overwhelmed by his fascination with 
Anna (Lupino), a waif with a background 
too painful to share. He fishes her out from 
the sea one night during a suicide attempt. 
Anna threatens to domesticate Bobo, 
bringing his alliance with Tiny—apparently 
forged in blackmail and repressed homo- 
sexuality—to a grinding, unhappy halt. 
Moontide is drenched in neuroses and 
astoundingly loopy romantic gestures— 
Bobo gives Anna a prostitutes dress—yet 
it's never less than buoyant thanks to the 
profound charisma of its leads: Gabin's 
sensuous gaze, his easy, gypsy hedonism 
and almost chauvinistic optimism—he has 
a magnificent speech where he extols the 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


BRICK LANE 

DIRECTED BY SARAH GAVRDN 

WAITTEN BY ABI MORGAN, LAURA JONES 

BASED ON THE BOOK BY MONICA ALI 

STARRING TANNISHTHA CHATTERJEE SATISH KAUSHIK 
toot 


MALCOLM AZANIA / malcolm @vueweekly.com 

Two sisters enjoy an idyllic relationship in 
the Edenic countryside of Bangladesh, 
until their mother's suicide orphans them 
and one of the girls, Nazneen, is exported 
to England into the custody of her 
arranged-husband, Chanu. She’s pretty 
and young and imprisoned; he’s the old, 
fat oaf prison-keeper who deflowers her, 
and Anglo-Banglo young Muslim hunk 
Karim is her crescent-and-star-crossed 
would-be lover kept from her by the 
tyranny of tradition. If you watched only 
the first act of Brick Lane, you'd be sure 
you had its trite stereotypes decoded in 
moments. 

But you'd've been wrong, because this 
film is deeper than the standees it sets 
up with the intention of knocking them 
down—or, more accurately, of granting 
them each a third dimension in this lushly 
photographed, engaging tale released to 
the festival circuit in 2007. 
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Thirty-something Nazneen and her 
sister, while separated by thousands of 
kilometres, maintain an epistolary rela- 
tionship through which the back-home 
sister reveals how she careens from one 
foolish, high-drama relationship to 
another, as if she were in an American 
soap or a Bollywood movie. Nazneen, 
trapped in a romanceless marriage with 
Chanu, lives vicariously through these 
letters, secretly reveling in the sordid 
escapades to engage her own desire for 
passion. So when Chanu’s bumbling ego- 
tism and baseless dreaming pitches 
them and their two daughters into finan- 
cial peril, the arrival of 20-something 
“Bengal Tiger” Karim, with its promise of 
money and May-December illicit love, 
threatens to explode Nazneen’s pro- 
grammed life into chaos. 

It's hard to discuss this film without 
giving away many of its wonder-filled 
secrets, but suffice to say the film 
embodies, without any ABC After-School 
Special condescension, the idea that we 
should avoid compressing people into our 
preconceptions of them. Suffice to say 
Nazneen isn’t simply a village girl trapped 
in the cold, hard Anglo streets of the title, 
tubby hubby isn’t simply the Homeraddin 
Abu-Simpson his waddling goofishness 
Suggests, and bad boy Karim isn’t simply 
a playa or “fighta.” In the inevitable trian- 
gle formed by the geometry of fear, loneli- 
ness and yearning for love, each 
character reveals capacities we wouldn't 
have initially suspected: for guile, for joy, 
for betrayal, for heroism, for grief, for 
childlike hurt, for self-reconstruction. 
Nazneen’s mother killed herself because, 
as Nazneen remembers, the role of 
women is to endure, and the mother of 
two couldn't do so; Nazneen, mother of 
two, confronts her past in her culture- 
clash present to discover whether she 
can endure or, perhaps, create a future 
worth celebrating 

The film's sole weakness is also one of 
its greatest assets: its combination of cin- 
ematography and editing. The pictures 
are so languidly beautiful that, especially 
in the opening, they throw one out of the 
story-telling world, in the same way bril- 
liant-special-effects can shift us from 
being immersed in the movie's waters to 
evaluating the superb craftsmanship of 
the aquarium. Photography and editing 
collide during the opening and a mid-film 
major turning point, the latter in which 
Nazneen collapses beneath the weight of 
her ecstatic hopes, producing a music- 
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SEX DRIVE 


video-like collage that interrupts, rathe, 
than heightens, our emotions. 

But if that's the worst | can Say about 
this film, that’s high praise. Brick lane 
trapped me in its remarkable world anq 
among its bold characters long after its 
last frame flickered on the screen, 


SEX DRIVE 

DIRECTED BY SEAN ANDERS 

WRITTEN BY ANDERS, JOHN MORRIS 

BASED ON A NOVEL BY ANDY BEHRENS 

STARRING JOSH ZUCKERMAN, AMANDA CREW, CLARK aux 
tok 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vueweokly.com 

Take Superbad and a dose of Little Miss 
Sunshine and Sex Drive is what you get 
There's nothing particularly fresh about 
the overdone story of a teenage boy de 
perate to get laid and seeking help from 
his friends, only to realize that friendship 
is what really matters in life. But for 
whatever reason, this is a formula that is 
as Captivating as stories that revolve 
around forbidden love affairs and heroic 
escapades. 

Director Sean Anders is no Judd Apa 
tow, but he comes pretty damn close. Sex 
Drive follows lan Lafferty (Josh Zucker 
man), a teenage boy who feels like an 
anomaly amongst other teenagers 
because it's almost time to go to college- 
and he hasn't lost his virginity yet. He's 
secretly enamoured by his best friend 
Felicia (Amanda Crew) but that's a no-go 
because she’s secretly crushing on his 
other best friend, Lance (Clark Duke), a 
smooth-talking ladies’ man. Realizing that 
he probably has zero chance in hell with 
Felicia, lan settles for Ms Tasty, a blonde 
bombshell he’s met on the internet and 
who is more than willing to go “all the 
way” with him. lan steals his brother 
Rex's (James Marsden) Pontiac GTO for 
the 500-mile trip to see her, taking Lance 
and Felicia along with him—the former 
acts like a proud papa while the latter 
goes along thinking that lan is on a trip to 
visit his sick grandma. 

While Sex Drive is predictable, it has a 
good share of hilarious moments and 
Manages to portray a glimmer of depth in 
its generally stock characters. lan and 
Felicia are both very likeable characters 
brought to life by good actors. Lance is 
the most superficial and annoying out of 
the trio, but even he has moments where 
he reveals otherwise. The highlight of the 
film, however, goes to none other than 
Seth Green, who plays Ezekiel, a buggy 
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OSEF BRAUN / joset@vueweekty.com 

Jow’s this for tedious? An opportunistic 
filmmaker organizing a protest to abolish 
Independence Day comes to realize that 
no one actually likes his leftist, anti- 
American documentaries and opts to 
ake a fiction feature instead. In lieu of 
any eager funders in the industry, he 
winds up making a deal with Islamic ter- 
rorists who plan to use his fame to 
access a country music concert for US 
troops being held in Madison Square 
Garden. The filmmaker thinks he’s get- 
ting easy millions in opium profits, but 
what's really on the table in this Faust- 
ian pact is a bucket full of explosives set 
to blow up plenty of denim, leather and 
glitter-clad infidels. 

But wait, the filmmaker's a chub in a 
ball cap whose movies have names like 
Die You American Pigs! Sound familiar? 
The character's name is “Michael Mal- 
one.” Perhaps this will ring a bell, too. 
Malone's visited by three ghosts who set 
him straight on the folly of his activist 
ways until he learns to love America’s 
Pavlavian response to the call of war. A 
hint: this stupendously limpid comedy’s 
called An American Carol. Let's be kind 
and call it an homage to Dickens, though 
the movie's notion of patriotism is cer- 
tainly less persuasive than Dickens’ 
espousal of Christmas. 

It's the product of David Zucker, the 
exclamation man}, director of Airplane! 
Top Secret! and The Naked Gun: From the 
Files of Police Squad!. More recently 
Zucker's showered audiences with the 
ostensible hilarity of Scary Movie 3 and 
Scary Movie 4. When will it end? Perhaps 
with the retirement of Leslie Nielsen, 
who, at a spry 82, sadly shows no signs 
of exhaustion, appearing here as a redun- 
dant grandpa narrator.” 

You'd think spoofing Michael Moore 
would be at least a little fruitful, but 
Kevin Farley offers nothing but mock- 
jovial blabber, and Malone's titty-grab- 
bing antics don't strike me as much of an 
apt roast. James shows up for a 

d liked the film’s 


(14A gory scenes, 
coarse 
Fri & Sat 7:00 8 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


MAX PAYNE (14 violence) 
Fri & Sat 7:00 & 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


DEATH RACE (14A gory scenes, coarse 
language, brutal violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55, 12:15; 
‘Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55 


THE HOUSE BUNNY /PG coarse lan- 
guage, nol rec. for young children) 
Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:55, 7:40, 10:00, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:55, 7:40, 10:00 


STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:15, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:15 


PINEAPPLE EXPRESS (18A SUB- 
STANCE ABUSE) 

Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50, 12:10; 
‘Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 


THE MUMMY: TOMB OF THE ORAG- 
ON EMPEROR (PG frighténing scenes, 


violence) 
Fri-Thu 1:45, 4:25, 6:55 


STEP BROTHERS (144 coarse lan- 
Quage, not recommended for children, 
Crude content) 

Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 


MAMMA MIA! (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35 


HANCOCK (PG crude content, violence, 
coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:30, 10:05 


WALL-E (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:30, , 9:25, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 


WANTED (18A gory scenes, brutal vio~ 
lence) 

Fri-Sat 9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thu 9:45 
GET SMART (PG violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:40 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:50, 7:20, 9:30, 11:45; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:20, 9:30 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG violence, 
frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2236 


PASSCHENDAELE (144 gory 
‘scenes,coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 12:30, 3:20, 6:40, 9:30 


MAX PAYNE (144 violence) no passes 
Fri-Thu 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:15 


'W. (not rated) 
Fri-Thu 12:45, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 


SEX DRIVE (184 crude content,sexual 
content) 

Fn-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:25, 10:00 

THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG 
coarse language, not rec, for young chil- 
dren) no passes 

Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15; 
Tue 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 

THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG 
coarse language,not rec. for young chil- 
dren) Stars and Strollers Screening, no 
passes Tue 1:00 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) 
Fri-Thu 1:20, 7:00 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 3:30, 9:20 

QUARANTINE (184 gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 8°10, 10:30 
BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language, 
‘brutal violence) 

Fri-Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:50 


Ni Au one _ 
Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:40, 


10:05; Tue 4:50, 7:40, 10:05; Stars and 
‘Strollers Screening Tue 1:00 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:00, 6:45, 9:10 


EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Fri-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184 coarse 
language, crude content) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 2:00, 4:30, 8:00, 10:25; Wed 
2:00, 4:30 


BURN AFTER READING (14A violence, 
coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 12:40, 2:50, 5:10, 7:45, 10:35 


FALL HD CONCERT SERIES - FROM 
THE BASEMENT SERIES 3 (not rated) 
Wed 9:30 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-99 St. 790-496-8505 
PASSCHENDAELE (14A gory scenes, 
coarse language) 
Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; 
Tue 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Stars and Strollers 
Screening Tus 1:00 


MAX PAYNE (14, violence) no passes. 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 6:50, 7:40, 9:30, 10:20 


W. (not rated) 

Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 12:40, 4:15, 7:10, 
10:10; Tue 4:15, 7:10, 10:10; Stars and 
Strollers Screening Tue 12:40 


SEX DRIVE (18A crude content, sexual 
Content) 
Fri-Thu 1:15, 4:50, 7:40, 10:10 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) 
Fri-Thu 12:00, 2:20, 4:30 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 3:20, 7:00, 9:50; Wed 
12:30, 3:20, 9:50 


QUARANTINE (184 gory scenes) 

Fri-Tue 1:10, 3:30, 7:45, 10:00; Wed 1:10, 
3:30, 7:50, 10:00; Thu 1:10, 3:30, 7:20, 
10;00 


BODY OF LIES (14A coarse 
language,BRUTAL violence) 
Fri-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 7:10, 10:20 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fn-Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 
Fn-Wed 1:20, 3:40, 7:20, 9:40; Thu 1:20, 
3:40, 9:40 


RELIGULOUS (144 coarse 
language,mature themes) 

Fri-Sun, Tue, Thy 1:45, 4:15, 7:30, 9:50; 
Mon, Wed 1:45, 4:15, 6:40 


NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Thu 12:10, 3:40, 6:40 


EAGLE EYE (144) 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30 


THE DUCHESS (14A) 
Fri-Thu 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30 


APPALOOSA (144) 

Fri 12:50, 5:05, 7:50, 10:30; Sat 5:00, 
7:50, 10:30; Sun-Thu 12:50, 5:00, 7:50, 
10:30 

BURN AFTER READING (144 violence. 
coarse language) 

Fri-Sun, Tue, Thu 1:45, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; 
Mon. Wed 1:45, 4:10, 9:20 

THE DARK KNIGHT (PG violence, fright 
ening Scenes, nol rec. for young children) 
Fri-Thu 9:20 


CIRQUE DU SOLEIL: DELIRIUM (GS) 
Sat 1:00 


BLEACH: MEMORIES OF NOBODY 
(14a) 

Mon 7:00, 9:45, 

FALL HD CONCERT SERIES - FROM 


THE BASEMENT SERIES 3 
Wed 6:45, 9:30 


10200-1002 Ave, 780-421-7020 
BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language. 
brutal violence) , no passes 
Fri-Thu 12:45, 3:35, 6:45, 9:35 
(MAX PAYNE (144 violence) 

Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:00, 6:55, 9:30 

W. (Not Rated) 

pea 12.38, 9:30, 6:50, 9:40 
PASSCHENDAELE (144 gory scenes, 


language) 
Fri-Thu 12:55, 4:00, 6:35, 9:15 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:10; Mon, Thu 
12:30; Tue-Wed 12:30, 6:30 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:15, 3:25, 7:15, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
3:25, 9:50 


EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:10, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; 
Mon 1:10, 3:50, 6:40 


QUARANTINE (184 gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 1:00, 3:10, 7:00, 9:20 


THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG not 
Tec. for young children, coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 1:20, 3:45, 7:10, 9:45 


REVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 750-472-7600 
EAGLE EYE (148) 


Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Sun 
1:80, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fr, Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
1:40, 4:30, 7:05, 9:15 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:35, 6:50, 9:00; Sat-Sun 
1:50, 4:35, 6:50, 9:00 


AN AMERICAN CAROL (PG crude con- 


Tent,coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 9:10 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25, 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:25, 7:00 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse language) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
12:50, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20 


BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language, 
brutal violence) no passes 

Fri 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; no passes Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Mon-Thu 3:50, 
6:40, 9:25 


QUARANTINE (14 gory scenes) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:30, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 9:45 


PASSCHENDAELE (14A gory scenes, 
coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:45, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:20, 4:00, 6:45, 9:30 


SEX DRIVE (184 crude content, sexual 
content). 

Fri,Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:10, 9:40; Sat7Sun 
1:45, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 


MAX PAYNE (144 violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:15, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
2:00, 4:40, 7:15, 9:50 


PASSCHENDAELE (144 gory scenes, 
coarse language) Reel Babies Mon 1:00 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
660145 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 


MAX PAYNE (144 violence) 
Dally 7:16, 9:05; Sat & Sun 2:10 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language ) 
Fri-Thu 7:15, 9:15; Sat & Sun 2:15 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Thu 7:05, 9:05; Sat & Sun 2:05 


QUARANTINE (184A gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 7:20, 9:20; Sat & Sun 2:20 


PASSCHENDAELE (14A gory scenes, 
coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 7:00, 9:10; Sat & Sun 2:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 786-416-0180 


OS ne oe 
‘SCONES,COarse 

Fri 3:30, 7:10, 10:10; Sat. Sun 12:30, 
3:20, 7:10, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:10 


MAX PAYNE (14A violence) no passes 
Fl 4:30, 7:20, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 
.00; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:00 


W. (not rated) 
Fri 4:20, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 
7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7;35, 9:40 


SEX DRIVE (158A crude content, sexual 


content) 
Fri 4:10, 7:30, 10:15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 
7:30, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:15 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40; Sat-Sun 12:00, 6:40 


THE EXPRESS (PG coarse ) 
FikSun 3:40, 0:10; Mon-Tuio 


QUARANTINE (18A gory scenes) 
Fri 4:40, 7:49, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
4:A0, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


BODY OF LIES (14A coarse language, 
brutal violence) 


Fri 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:50; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:50 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri 4:15, 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 
7:05, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:30 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 

Fri 4:00, 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:00, 
7:00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20 


EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Fri 3:45, 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 
6:45, 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45 


8712-109 St, 780-433-0728 


BRICK LANE (PG coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Nightly 7:00 & 9:10pm (No 9:10 Tue Oct 
21); Sat & Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Albert. 780-458-9622. 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY! 


MAMA MIA (PG coarse language) 
Daily 1:05, 3:05 


GHOST TOWN (PG) 
Daily 5:05, 7:05, 9:05 


IGOR (PG) 
Dally 1:30, 3:30 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (144 coarse lan- 
guage) 
Daily 5:10, 7:20, 9:25 


NICK AND NORAHS INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (144 coarse language) 
Dally 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:16 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Dally 1:00, 3:00, 4:50, 6:45, 8:35 


EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Daily 12:45, 2:55, 5:00. 7:10, 9:20 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


780-352-3922 


DATE OF ISSUE ONLY! 
GHOST TOWN (PG coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30 


NICK & NORA'S INFINITE PLAYLIST 
(PG coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Mon 1:05, 3:25 


EAGLE EYE (14 violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:30 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Daily 6:55, 9/20; Sat-Mon 12:55, 3:05 


IGOR (PG) 
Sat-Mon 1:10, 3:35 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
TROAZS-9212 


SHAKESPEARE ON FILM: A 
MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 
Thu 7:00 


REEL FEMME: SHORT FILMS BY 
SANDI SOMERS & KELLY BEATON 
Fri 7:00 


REEL FEMME: SEEDS OF HOPE 
Fri 9:00 


LITFEST: A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE 
W/ BART BEATY 
Sat 9:00 


NFB: RIVER OF LIFE (Free) 
Sun 2:00 


| _ PARKLAND CINEMA7 _| CINEMA 7 


130. Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 780- 
972-2852. Serving Seruce Grove, Stony 
Plain: Parkland County 
MAX PAYNE (144 violence) 
Nightly 7:05, 9:20; Sat, Sun & Tue 1:15, 
3:25 


PASSCHENDAELE (14A gory scenes, 


coarse language) 
Nightly 7:00, 9:15; Sat, Sun & Tue 1:00, 
3:15; cipecs Mearirine: Tue 1:00 


NICK & NORAH'S INFINITE PLAYLIST 
(PG coarse language) 

Nightly 7:10, 9:00; Sat, Sun & Tue 
1:10, 3:00 


QUARANTINE (18A gory scenes) 


Nighily 7:15, 9:10; Sat, Sun & Tue 1:05, 3:05 


EAGLE EYE (144) 
Nightly 6:50, 9:30; Sat, Sun & Tue 
12:55, 3:20 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Nightly 6:55, 9:05; Sat, Sun & Tue 
12:45, 3:10 


BODY OF LIES (14A brutal violence, 
coarse language) 

Nightly 6:45, 9:25; Sat, Sun & Tue 
12:50, 3:30 


P PRINCESS i 
10357-82 Ave, 780-433-0725 


THE DUCHESS (14A) 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:15; Sat & Sun 2:00 


ELEGY (14A coarse language, sexual 
content) 
Nightly @ 6:45; Sat & Sun 1:00 


APPALOOSA (14A) 
Nightly 9:00; Sat & Sun 3:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 6382-170 St, 780-444-2400 
PASSCHENDAELE (14A gory scenes, 
Coarse language) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45; Wed 
3:45, 6:45, 9:45; Stars and Strollers 
Screening: Wed 1:00 


MAX PAYNE (14 violence) no passes 
Fri-Thu 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15 me 
W. (not rated) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:20; Wed 
4:00, 6:50, 9:40; Stars and Strollers 
Screening: Wed 1:00 


SEX DRIVE (18A crude content, sexual 
sontent) 
Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20 


QUARANTINE (184 gory 
Fri-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 


cenes) 
10:10 


BODY OF LIES (144 coarse language 
brutal Violence) 
Fri-Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 


BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA [G) 
Fri-Thu 12:15, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 


NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG coarse language) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, ), 7210, 9:30; Wed 
12:20, 3:20, 10:15 


EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 1015 3 


EAGLE EYE: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(14A) Fri-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 


LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A coarse lan- 
guage) Fri-Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7:15 


MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (164 coarse 
language, crude content) 
Fr-Thu 10:00 


APPALOOSA (144) 
Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 


BURN AFTER READING (144 violence, 
coarse language) 
fed 1:20, 4:20, 6:40, 9210; Thu 1:20, 


111 Ave, Grost Rd, 780-455-8725 
MAX PAYNE (14A violence) | 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9°45; Sat-Sun 12:55, 
3:35, 7:10, 9:45 


APPALOOSA (144) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:25, 6:50, 9:35 


PASSCHENDAELE (14A gory scenes, 
coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:35, 
3:15, 6:40, 9:20 


THE DUCHESS (144) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 
3:45, 7:00, 9:25 


| _ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-3922 


DATE OF ISSUE ONLY! 
GHOST TOWN (PG coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30 

L, 


NICK & NORA'S INFINITE PLAYLIST 
(PG coarse languages) 
Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Mon 1:05, 3:25 


EAGLE EYE (144 violence, coarse lan- 
uage) 

Say 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:30 

BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) _ 

Daity 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Mon 12:55, 305 


IGOR (PG) 
Sat-Mon 1:10, 3:35 
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FILM CAPSULES 


one likes documentaries, but if enough 

People see An American Carol, I'd be a 
lot more concerned about them never 
paying money for a comedy again. 


CITY OF EMBER 

DIRECTED BY GIL RENAN 

WRITTEN BY CAROLINE THOMPSON, JEANNE DUPRAU 
STARRING BILL MURRAY, TIM ROBBINS, SAOIASE RONAN 
kik 


BRYAN BIRTLES / 
Armageddon is the big fear that kids’ 
*smovies are pushing these days. Mother 
Earth is the new Bambi’s mother that is 
being killed off, and there's no stoic 
father to step in. First with Wall-E, and 
now with City of Ember, the fears that 
kids are being introduced to are exponen- 
tially grander than those of a few genera- 
tions ago, and what is that going to do to 
them psychologically? Then again, art is a 
reflection of life, and we are dealing with 
a climate crisis. Maybe kids these days 


will work towards fixing that with the 
same fervour that led me to keep my own 
mother from being shot down by a hunter 
or fighting with a Tyrannosaurus Rex all 
these years. 

Anyway, City of Ember is to Wall-E 
what the Land Before Time was to Bambi. 
It follows a similar path, but City of 
Embercan’t compete with the grandeur of 
the movie about the cutest garbage-col- 
lecting robot ever. It's still pretty good 
though. 

Ember is an underground city created 
after pollution destroys the Earth’s sur- 
face, a haven for the human race so that 
they could repopulate the Earth when it 
was safe to go back up. A box was left 
containing instructions on how to escape 
the underground city, but through the 
years it was lost. Meanwhile, the city 
itself is falling apart at the seams, having 
only been designed to last for 200 years, 
a date rapidly approaching. The two main 
characters, Lina Mayfleet (Saoirse Ronan) 
and Doon Harrow (Harry Treadaway) find 
the box and decipher its meaning. Fight- 
ing @ corrupt mayor (Bill Murray) and fac- 


“PAUL GROSS HAS CREATED A MOVIE FILLED WITH 
ROMANCE AND EMOTION...EMBRACE IT!” 


“THE WAR SCENES RIVAL ‘SAVING PRIVATE RYAN’.” 
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ing plenty of danger, the two protagonists 
eventually make their way out of the city 
before sending word back about the 
world above Ember. 

Adapted from a book, the message in 
the City of Ember is sometimes a little on 
the nose, as the filmmakers have little 
time for subtlety—they have to keep kids 
interested after all. It's too bad, though, 
that this needed to be a kids’ movie at all, 
as it could have worked better directed at 
adults with more subtlety, character 
depth, and less leaps of logic, which it 
seems the filmmakers believe that kids 
will just swallow. That said, any movie 
with a “message” that includes Tim Rob- 
bins as a main character is using a heavy 
hand indeed. 

All in all, though, a pretty good movie. 
The sets looked a little faux, but ina 
charming type of way. Bill Murray was his 
formal frowny faced hilarious self, and 
the action sequences were pretty wild. 
And, frankly, | think the message that 
continuing upon such a wasteful path will 
have disastrous effects on the planet we 
live on is a better message than one day 
your mom will die, possibly when you 
need her most. 


THE EXPRESS 

DIRECTED BY GARY FLEDER 

WRITTEN BY CHARLES LEAVITT 

BASED ON THE BOOK BY ROBERT GALLAGHER 
STARRING ROB BROWN, OARAIN DEWITT HENSON 
tok tor 


MALCOLM AZANIA / maleolm@vueweekly.com 

Ernie Davis was the first African-Ameri- 
can (AA) college football player to win 
the Heisman trophy. To me, big whoop: | 
never cared for sports movies. Which is 
why I’m so stunned at how much | 
enjoyed The Express's lightning direc- 
tion, electrifying drum score and vulnera- 
bly human performances, which drew me 
to tears by film’s end. 

Ernie Davis, played beautifully by Rob 
Brown (Finding Forrester), is an earnest 
young athlete chased by Syracuse Univer- 
sity's scheming football commandant Ben 
Schwartzwalder (Dennis Quaid), who's 
just lost star, uppity-n-word Jim Brown to 
the NFL. Immediately after Davis signs, 
Schwartzwalder's kindly recruitment face 
disappears as he verbally abuses his 
players into the number one team in US 


college football. Coach Schwartzwalder 
knows football, but doesn’t care about 
facial humiliation; any time his three AA 
players come close to making white folk 
uncomfortable, he yanks on their chains, 
reminding more by what. he doesn’t Say 
than what he does where their place is, 
and his willingness to maintain it. 

The coach may be a man of his times, 
but these times are changing, as when 
Davis attends an NAACP meeting urging 
a national boycott of Woolworth’s. When 
the team heads south, the players face 
hurled bottles inside the stadium; at a 
Segregated hotel in Dallas, the AA play- 
ers are forced to sleep in a large broom 
closet and enter the hotel by the rear 
door. Davis's are takes him from yes-sir- 
fing eager beaver to challenging White 
supremacy and his own mentor, wonder- 
fully invoking a time when AA athletes 
werent scandal-magnets for betting on 
dogs, but for being culture warriors dur- 
ing a struggle with police dogs and 
assassins’ bullets. The sports story isn't 
the core, although it is genuinely exciting 
and perfectly edited: what matters is how 
Davis becomes a man. 

Far more than Michael Mann's tepid, 
timid Ali, The Express engages the pain 
and humiliation of the African American 
experience. The film doesn't have the 
subtlety and detail of Spike Lee’s work, or 
of Norman Jewison’s A Soldier's Story, 
but consider that the American screen 
generally and sports movies in particular 
usually erase the misery of racial injus- 
tice in favour of deceitful “post-racial” 
illusions, and the success of The Express 
becomes clearer. The film's climax may 
say little about racial realities, but its por- 
trayal of Davis's post-college career is 
shockingly powerful. 


QUARANTINE 

DIRECTED BY JOHN ERICK DOWDLE 

WRITTEN BY DREW AND JOHN ERICK DOWDLE 
STARRING JENNIFER CARPENTER, JAY RODRIGUEZ 
etek 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

Zombies scare people. Worse yet, their 
presence as thoughtless walking dead 
who crave nothing more than eating civil- 
ians threaten socio-economic values that 
we build our identities upon. It’s hard to 
decide whether, faced with an attack of 


flesh-eaters, one would bear the suryi 
skills to outlast them or just PASS on 
nessing the collapse of EVErything 1h 
ever mattered? The evolution oj... 
genre, from George A Romero's sty, din 
the Dead series to countless lOW-budg ; 
features cluttering up film festiva). 
the Blockbuster new release Wall. } 
proven that the speedy decay of the bn. 
and mind is one of the most effect... 
entertaining ways to be terrified Quar 
antine, the latest outbreak of a 7, i 
like Virus, pieces together faty;.-,.. 
“raw” footage, and like Clovertie|¢ ,; 
The Blair Witch Project, the entire §,. .. 
shot from a camera held BY a characta, 
within the narrative. 

What starts as a documentary s, 
ment about Los Angeles firefighters fe, 
ed by young brunette reporter A)», 
(Dexter's Jennifer Carpenter) turns j-, 
fateful visit to an apartment suis of 
frantic, foaming-at-the-mouth senio 
zen. Following hunky firemen Jak: 
Hernandez) and George (Johnatha, 
Schaech), Angela and her camerani, 
witness the old lady take a chunk oui A 
policeman’s neck. After alerting th 
ants of the building and pooling then 
the lobby, they realize that the build; 


military. Only the old lady’s “iliness” h, 
Started to spread (and faster than an ord 
nary zombie virus), and the strandeq 
group has to quarantine the ones who are 
already supposedly infected. The or ly 
doctor on site happens to be a vet, who 
nevertheless turns out to be just as effec- 
tive once the symptoms compare to those 
of a rabid dog. 

The darkened apartment scenes tha 
dominate Quarantine are beautifully shot 
using the awkwardness of digital video to 
capture the fleeting crisis of a zomt 
encounter. Their brief contact with the 
outside world when some well-concealed 
disease control scientists enter the build- 
ing has all the tension of John Carpen 
ters The Thing, lit by the misty pink anc 
blue of the outside street. The institution: 
responsible for containing zombies prove 
just as threatening, signalling that some 
thing really shitty is going on outside. Th 
imagery of Quarantine is even intoxicat 
ing enough for overthinkers like me to 
abandon such pretentious analysis and 
enjoy the movie. w 


DVDETECTIVE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 


virtues of breakfast as a balm for depres- 
sion—matched by Lupino’s aching sense 
of regeneration, her unspoken recesses of 
darkness and immensely touching surren- 
der to love. It looks forward in its way to /n 
a Lonely Place ('50) in its brooding study of 
fragile connection between a younger, 
secretive woman and an older, frightening- 
ly violent man. 


BY CURIOUS COINCIDENCE, Road House 
('48), also newly released on DVD, finds 
Lupino again coming between a seemingly 
untamable virile type and a seemingly 
more civilized, well-heeled associate 
whose friendship is tainted by compro- 
mise. When Midwestern rural roadhouse 
proprietor Jefty (the late, inimitable 
Richard Widmark) comes back from his 
travels with “a new attraction from Chica- 
go” named Lily (Lupino), his intentions are 
clearly more than professional. But Lily, 


the picture of feminine independence, 
seems utterly disinterested in romance, 
her response to all of Jefty’s increasingly 
intense come-ons being little more than 
barely softened brush-offs or some varia- 
tion of these wonderful little shrugging 
grunts of hers that are packed with more 
attitude and nuance than reams of dia- 
logue spoken by most actresses. She 
remains impenetrable until she suddenly 
sets her sights on Jefty’s manager Pete 
(Cornell Wilde), and all hell breaks loose. 
Watching Lily and Pete's courtship shift 
from mutual antipathy to desire—he’s anal 
about tidiness while she chain smokes and 
leaves her butts burning everywhere—is 
supremely pleasurable, nearly as pleasura- 
ble and surprising as Lily's debut as the 
toad house chanteuse. Lupino unceremoni- 
ously plunks down at her mini-upright that 
first night as bowling balls still knocking 
about in the background. But by the time 
she starts singing a stark blues number in 
that low, seductive, gravelly, idiosyncratic 
voice—has Chan Marshall seen this 
movie?—there isn't a single person in the 


joint who isn’t under her spell. The scene 's 
magic, visibly stoking a flame within both 
Jefty and the much cooler Pete. 

The love triangle as originally con 
ceived in the first versions of Edwar 
Chodorov's script—which is disc } 
the supplemental documentary—seems 
to have been the inspiration for th 
Coens’ Blood Simple ('84), but the story 
as it emerges here is at once more con 
ventional and more emotionally pointed 
building up to a last act that bristles 
with betrayal, manipulation and Jef*y 
masochistic, perhaps even suicidal 
mania. Indeed, Widmark steals the si 
in the final scenes, but there would be 
no show to steal without Lupino’s singu 
larly beguiling presence charging eve") 
scene with wit; passion, conflicted 
desire and ingenuity. All of these que!! 
ties would come to shape Lupino’ 
groundbreaking work as a director she 
was one of the first women in Holl) 
wood to bust up the boys. But, as is ©! 
denced in these films, she'd alreac’ 
been rehearsing that job for years. ¥ 
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S across the Ottawa 
‘over the flood plains of 
‘span the rippling dried 


es Prairies, carried back to his home 
province from somewhere near the 
centre of our country by the invisible 
techno-magic world of waves and 


semana to our 


mundane he's invoking with 


ll pee. a seria days into his 
Canadian tour 


for his third (official) 
full4ength release, Soft Airplane. 
“Those kinds of mushroom-y, tulip 
bulb-y buildings that you used to see 
in fantastic pictures of ‘the future’— 
that’s the world I want. Stuff that 
looks like beautiful igloos or quonset 
huts,” VanGaalen sighs. “And why 
not? Why not tulip bulb-y buildings 
with veins that blend into the land- 
scape? I want to believe people are 
better than these sprawls of grey 
boxes that all look the same.” 

There's something unspoiled and 
Capra-esque about VanGaalen. He 
comes off as a sincere humanist in 
the most fundamental sense of the 
term, someone who believes in the 
possibilities of human experience and 
consciousness, in our innate awe- 
someneéss as a species—that if only 
we could appeal to our better angels 
instead of the grey-box-and-reality 
show-loving reptilian suburban hick 
on our other shoulder, we'd be able to 
create something truly magnificent. 

VanGaalen himself puts his finger 
on it quite nicely. “It’s like in high 
school, when you’ re wandering 
around things: ‘Does any- 
one have any artistic vision at all?” 

In innumerable other ways, Van- 
Gaalen has grown up, but he's never 
quite shaken loose this innocent out- 

nor abandone. 


rage, d his sense of 


when he | feels 
'wrongness of 


SIC 


r of creation 


alen soaks us in his fantastic world on Soft Airplane 
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mode, he muses, “Canada’s pretty 
young. We were just in Montréal sur- 
rounded by beautiful architecture and 
people. | think of Alberta buildings, and 
I think about my home in Calgary. I'd 
like to think it will become solar power 
central—there’s so much sun. All the 
‘richies’ living on the hills could have 
solar. Or they could stay grey-box. I can 
see it going in either direction. It’s a 
weird town—there’s so much money, 
they think they can buy culture instead 
of facilitating it. And we're headed 
towards a more conservative govern- 
ment, even. It’s fucking crazy.” 

He repeats, “Where is the fucking 
imagination?” This time it’s more of a 
murmur, like his mind has already 
wandered off and applied the same 
words to a different notion. 


INFINIHEART WAS A revelation when it 


was released in Calgary in 2004, 
introducing VanGaalen’s weirdling 
shambolically psychedelic sci-folk 
world—unless you had already 
encountered him busking or playing 
in a coffee shop or at some house 
party and given him a couple bucks, 
whatever you could afford, for one of 
his handmade and ever-changing 
CDRs, swaddled in his loosey-goosey 
handmade artwork. 

Local music-maker Ian Russell, 
who met VanGaalen when they were 
both Alberta College of Art & Design 
students, persisted in trying to con- 
vince him to discipline his constant 
songwriting and make a real record, 
one whose tracklist and artwork 
wouldn't constantly shift. Somewhere 
in the process of nailing VanGaalen’s 
particular jello to the wall, the duo 
became close friends and collabora- 
tors, establishing the micro-label 
Flemish Eye to serve as a vehicle for 
VanGaalen’s music. 

And then all heck broke loose: 
Infiniheart slipped the bonds of the 
Calgary scene and rippled outward, 
like a particularly massive stone 
dropped in water. VanGaalen's 
intense and interlocking visions of 
love, death and dreaming resonated, 
as did his aesthetic, fed by his sonic 
experimentations with his Seuss- 


‘esque homemade instruments, ana- 


logue-electro mix and: 
floating above the aura 


ing vocals 
ural landscape, 


conjuring up emotion and imagery in 
scenarios that were existential and 
fantastically imaginative. 

The prestige labels came a-calling, 
and VanGaalen, introspective and 
perpetually steered by his own private 
stars, totally freaked out. 

“! was pretty paralyzed when it 
happened,” he recalls. “I didn't expect 
anyone to be hearing it in general. It 
was hard for me mentally, as weird as 
that sounds.” 

He's apologetic, here—VanGaalen’s 
no fool, and he understands he is a 
lucky man, to be able to create as a 
kind of “musical intellectual” for a liv- 
ing, but in many respects he’s living 
someone else’s dream. He could give 
two shits about fame, meeting 
“Important People”—or, horrors of 
horrors, being treated like one—feels 
icky and, unless he gets absorbed in 
the experience of making music, he’s 
even rather awkward on stage. 

“Jagjaguar were super nice, too. So 
was Secretly Canadian. All of them 
were pretty great, but Sub Pop gave us 
the most latitude,” VanGaalen explains. 
“They said, ‘You don't have to tour, we 
don’t have any input, whatever you 
want to do is fine with us.’ It was 
sweet; pretty sweet. And they really 
wanted to team up with all of us.” 

Meaning also Russell, who eventu- 
ally became the musician’s full-time 
“people,” doing everything from some- 
times lending his crisply powerful 
drumming and other musical skills to 


MARK BERUBE / 36 
CORVID LORAX / 42 


BUTTLESS CHAPS / 45 |_gg 


live shows to overseeing album art and 
design to taking care of the day-to-day 
beeswax of the label and shepherding 
VanGaalen through his hectic sched- 
ule, which has lately expanded beyond 
music to re-absorb his art practice in a 
series of animations that give his illus- 
trations a vivid moving life and 
explores the same kind of emotion and 
imagination-charged synaesthetic 
wonderlands his songs do. 

"He kicks my ass sometimes,” Van- 
Gaalen chuckles. “To tour, to do inter- 
views, that stuff 1 would never do 
otherwise, But Ian makes my life easi- 
er for sure.” 


AFTER A RE-RELEASE or Infiniheart 
through Sub Pop in 2005, Skellicon 
nection appeared in 2006. Although it 
did well and earned critical nods and 
a Polaris nomination, VanGaalen 
seems dissatisfied with it in the wake 
of the recent release of Soft Airplane. 

“Skelliconnection had songs on it 
that predated /nfiniheart, even,” he 
notes. “I was overthinking a lot of stuff. 
It came off as pretentious, maybe.” 

VanGaalen confirms Soft Airplane's 
songs reflect the stability and freedom 
he’s had the past couple years, culmi- 
nating in the arrival of his daughter 
with his long-term partner earlier this 
year. (Russell welcomed his own first- 
born son shortly afterwards.) 

“It’s been pretty crazy the past few 
years, but my creative relationship 
has been more coherent, I guess. I'm 


not as scattered as I used to be,” he 
offers. “This was the first record 
where I was consciously trying to 
make an album—a common thread 
that ties all the songs together 

maybe, just even feeling like it repre- 
sented me at one unified time. The 
others were really collections of 
songs. This is the first time I haven't 
been pulling out songs that are eight 
years old—it’s about me now, thinking 
about stories now,” 

Soft Airplane is much warmer aN. 
sunnier—despite recurring dominant 
allusions to death and some moments 
of anxiety and tension—than either of 
his previous records. Although he 
brings up the taboo topic of shuffling 
off the mortal coil in no fewer than 
four songs, he doesn't yoke it to 
bereavement and absence, but links it 

nstead to peace, connection to the 
living and an eternal suspended 
moment of imagination. “No one 
knows where we go when we're dead 
or when we're dreaming,” he sings on 
the elegiac second-last track, giving 
them a sort of equivalence as the 
song collapses into the fading clatter 
of a retreating train. 

“Yeah, I'll never achieve the kind’ of 
permanence—I'll never go Cobain 
now,” VanGaalen says with a wry 
laugh as he talks about his young 
family, crystallized around the gur- 
gling newness of his daughter. “I feel 
a lot more positive about everything. 
Still, I'm a pretty paranoid guy, and I 
still get frustrated easily. That's all 
there too.” 

He adds, “It's hard to get behind 
what I wrote 10 years ago, and to feel 
like it applies to me now. It’s also hard 
to play that stuff live, so | think it’s a 
good thing to have this album out. I'm 
still kind of like that, with nO 
where half my set is totally new s 
That's good; it makes me excited to 
play and makes for a better live show. 
Performing can feel bad and weird, 
like when you ate an off burrito, but it 
can feel good or magical too. And 
lately, it’s been the latter more often.” 

VanGaalen’s also chuffed to be 
bringing his “drum robot" to assist 
him in his one-man show here. “It’s 
analogue-based, a prototype. | don’t 
fly with it, but in Edmonton you'll see 
it. | used it on ‘Cries of the Dead.’ It's 

‘an acoustic drum machine, with robes 
arms and MIDI controls.” He goes on 
to describe an ambitious project he’s 
developing, one that will tum a space 
anywhere into sonic treasure hunt. 
“I'll be able to play the room!" 

Fucking imagination? Why, you're 


soaking in it! w = 
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10551-S2 Avenue {Upstairs! 
780-432-5058 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 
AWN SEXOrFE"! 


NO COVER AFTER 1AM 


“ny aad SATURDAY OGTOBER.18TH 


~ = 
ioe MUSIC awards 


FREE WITH WRISTBAND 
$10.00 wirnour 
BOORS SPM 


a. . rn = - 
iq MEMBERS OF, HEADBAND, PASSENGER 


nung Chon, HILLS@HAUE EYES, 
E ANDPTHE'SECRET’ FIRES as the MISFITS TRIBUTE ~~ 


ee 


TARRING. MEMBERS OF i ACT] Mls» BROKEN “NOSE AND MORE 
HE®DEAD HENNEDYS TRIBUTE ead 


"DEAD TRUDEAUS 


THE RAPTORS SHCA AC DC TRIBUTE 


AChIsDC MI 


FREE BEFORE 10PM 


DOORS AT SPM 


10551 82 Iwhyte!l Ave. 
Www. pawnshoplive.ca 


LISTINGS FOR YOU. 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Joe! Fatard 
BLUES ON WHYTE Andrew Jr Boy 
Jones 

CHATEAU LOUIS JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR Graham Lawrence: 8pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude: 6- 
10pm 


DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 
DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage” hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 

DV8 Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE Open Mic Nights 1st and 


3rd Thu every month; 6:30-8:30pm; 
openmic@dasdmansdog.com. 


FOUR ROOMS Chyis Donnelly 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Lynn Miles 

HULBERT'S Stephen Maguire 

IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 

cover; Bpm 

ee PUB Thursday open jam: 
ipm 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
LB'S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; Som 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


NEW CITY Bingo 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jain try 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


REXALL PLACE Feist 


STARLITE ROOM Jason Plumb & 
The Willing. James Murdoch Band 
Faunts, Moka Only & 3 Def. The 
Perpetrators 

URBAN LOUNGE Sixguns over 
Tombstone 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Twiahlight 
Hotel, Adnan Glynn, The Wheat Pool, 
The Fugitives 


WILD WEST SALOON Gary Shade 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Cantilon 


Choirs’ 8th Annual Dessert Auction & 


Concert 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 


Nights: Electro Education: dub, tip 
hop. lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big flock 
Thursdays: Qs spin on three levels 
BUDDY'S Wot underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DU S.W.AG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


JET NIGHTCLUB SpinCycle Tonight 


KAS BAR Urban House: with Du 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, how aks with DU 
Krazy K, hards no with DJ 
Decha, tech tran lectro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minor: ver 


NEW CITY | Love “80s Part th 
Blue Jay, Nazz Nomad; no minors 
8:30pm {door) 

NEW CITY Electroshack Therapy: 
Dervish, Dildazer, Nazz Nomad} in the 
Suburbs; no minors; Bpm (door); 9pm 
{bingo hosted by Squirrelly 8 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm: 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to New 
classic rock, R&B. urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit |t 


breaks, electro house spun 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Meta! Thundsy 


with org666 


SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
House with DJ Nic-E every Thursday 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 0.) 
Dagree and DY Generic 


FAL 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE ARTERY The Secretaries. The 
Greenbelt Collective, Wintermitts, 
Geronimo, 40 Thieves 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 


Acoustiholics 


AXIS CAFE Chloe Albert, Andres 
House, Hannah Geargas,Colleen 
Brown 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay Trio 
BLUES ON WHYTE Andrew Jr Boy 
Jones 

THE CARROT Geolf Wybenga 
CASINO EDMONTON VIP 

CASINO VELLOWHEAD Robin Kelly 
CHATEAU LOUIS JULIAN'’S PLANO 
BAR Graham Lawrence: Bom 


CHATEAU LOUIS TOUCH OF 
CLASS GAMING ROOM Lyle Hobbs; 
8:30pm 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND 
GRILL Open stage Friday Night: host- 
ed by Leona Burkey; Spm 


DVB TAVERN Live music every Fi; 
Spm; $5 

DUSTERS Mister Lucky: 3pm 
EDDIE SHORTS Loker Band 
FESTIVAL PLACE Rik Emmett 
7:30pm 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: McDade "Harp Jazz"; 6-Spm 
$ 


FOUR ROOMS Neil Golden and 
Friends Wykham Portaus Kat Danser, 
Mariam Motassian 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Ellen 
Mellwaine 

HULBERT'S Tyler Butler 

IRISH CLUB Jam session, 8pm; no 
cover 

JEFFREY'S CAFE Diana Stabel 
JEKYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock); 
9pm; no cover 

NEW CITY SNFU 

ON THE ROCKS JP Hoe, Portal, Tela 
Fully Loaded, Starewell! 9pm. 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) The 
Retrotitz 


PAWN SHOP Bike, Jane Vain & the 
Dark Matter, Pale Moon Lights, Boats 
the Car 


ROCK PUB Slowbumn 


STARLITE ROOM Greentara, 
BOMBA! Skavenjah, Souljah Fyah, 
MOBADASS 

TEMPLE T.G |. Psydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew; Spm 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Mark 
Davis, Deon Blyan, Junior Bloomsday, 
Lome Matheson, §&M 

WILD WEST SALOON Gary Shade 


YARDBIRD SUITE Billy Bang Quartet 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house. 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
DJs spin Wooftop and Main Floor: 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indi@, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro, 
Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk 
and Ska from the "60s “70s and ‘BOs 
with Fathead 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early fo avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
CHROME LOUNGE Piatinum VIP 
Fridays 

DELUXE BURGER BAR flare '60s 
and 70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 
ESMERELDA'S Ezzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rack. new 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


JET NIGHTCLUB SpinOycle Tonight 


GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, DJ OB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday. 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/ebitafever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
tock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 


WHERE THEY ARE 


VENUE : 
GUIDE 


ERN 8307-99 St, www.DVSTAVERN.com * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 780-453-3663 « EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase !!!, 760-4 
SHOW « EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level. WEM, 780-486-9494 * FESTIVAL PLACE 100 TATE Sherwood Park, 780-449- 
780-464-2852 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 780-916-1557 « FLUID La: 

FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 780-426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 780-990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 780-433-96 
FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780-433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780-488-4841 « GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 780-91 5. 
* HALO 10538 Jasper Ave. 780-423-HALO * HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780-756-6010 * HILLTOP PUB 6220 4 
Ave, 780-490-7359 * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780-452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780-436-1161 » THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Ta!! 
South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780-451-8779 * JAND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 780-436-4403 * JEFFREY’S CAFE 9640 142 51 
780-451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB and RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780-426-5381 {pub)/780-429-5081 (rest) * JULIAN'S 


* ALICE HOTEL-CAMROSE 5708-50 St, Camrose, 780-672-2124 * ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 7€ 
758-9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 GEG Trail South, 780-432-4611 * AXIS CAFE 1034: 
Jasper Ave, 780-990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PU: 

10324A-82 Ave. upstairs, 780-436-4418 * BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 75! 
9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 780-432-0814 « BEER HUNTER PUB 7522-178 St, 780-4 3 
BELL AND COURT PUB 20010A Main Blvd, Broadmore, Sherwood Park * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 
PLAY NIGHTCLUB Tho {)/s; 
the queer community ty 
decade With OJ's Alenx By 
Exidie Toonflash; Spm (door). ¢ 
Wa playnightelub ca 
RED STAR Movin’ on Up & 
indie, rock, funk, soul, 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Warts: 


ROUGE LOUNGE Solice F, 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT Any) 


LOUNGE Deep House 
fesident DJ Luke Morrison, 


SPORTSWORLD INUNE AND Any 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO j5 ;) 
Request with a mix of Retro 

Disco; 7-10:20pm; wwe spo 
world.ca 

STOLU'S Top 40, A&B, how 
People’s Du 

STONEHOUSE PUB Toy 4( 

Tysin 

TEMPLE 1.6 ,|, Payday 

PsyTrarite, Beats and the d: 

stuff with the Techno Hippy Cre 
quests 

WUNDERBAR Fridays with 

Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma, 
cover 


VY AFTERHOURS Foundation § 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE ARTERY Shuyle 
Dark Woods, Steve Dav 
Sojourners, Cara Luft 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GIL 
Acoustiholic 

AXIS CAFE Arnirew Pah, Lov 
Ryan McMahan, Scort Cook 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE +. 
the Dog: live acoustic mu: 
Saturday afternoon; this we 
Mangan, Mark Benibe. Th 

& The Buttless Chaps ; 4-6; 
cove 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Siow 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sait 
Aftemoon Jam Hosted 
Mackenzie: Evening; Ar 
Jones 
CARROT Open mic Sarvidsy 
10pm; free 


CASINO EDMONTON \/I 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD fobin 


CENTURY CASINO Gary | 
The Playboys 


8307-99 St, 780-430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 


Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780-484-7751 « BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave 


NO EDMONTON 7055 Ar 


780-439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 780-418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
9624-76 Ave, 780-989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780-439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 
St, 780-423-5014 « BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 780-488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASI- 
I Rd, 780-463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 780-424- 
9467 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 780-462-6565 » CHROME 
LOUNGE 122 Ave, Victoria Trail * CLIFF'S PUB 8214-175 St « CLUB 9 10324-82 Ave * COAST TO 


COAST PUB AND GRILL 5552 Calgary Tr. S, 780-439-8675 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, | 


of A. 780 492 3611¢ CROWN AND 


NCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 780-472-7696 * 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780-454-9928 « DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780-474-5554 * DVBTAV- 


PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Sede 780-732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780-433-6768 * LB'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert * 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780-481-2786 * LE’ 


CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-86 Ave, 780-433-5382 « LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd F' 
780-447-4495 * LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East * LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 780-460-1122 * MEAD HALL | 
10940-166A St * METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 780-990-0704 * MURRIETA’S 10612-82 Ave, 780-438-4100 » NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave 


780: 


413-4578 * NAKED CYBER CAFE ON JASPER 10354 Jasper Ave * NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780-439-8006 « NORWOO) LEGION 
11150-82 St * O'BYRNE’S 10615-82 Ave, 780-414-6766 * O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB 104, 398 St. Albert Trail, 780-458-5700 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 549 
Jasper Ave, 780-482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 780-439-9485 « OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St. 780-423-1645 


* OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 
INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert » - 
ANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 780-474-5270 * RED STAR 10539 Jasper Ave, 780-428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St * 
RITCHIE COMMUNITY CENTRE 7727-98 St * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave, 780-439-2442 * ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Tr, St. Albert 
459-5571 © ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St.780-482-5253 » ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL/LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL 10135 a 
* ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave 780-288-8111 » SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 780-437-0231/7 10-1625 


St. 780-485-1717 * PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780-432-0814 * PLANET 
LAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St * PLEAS- 


SECOND CUP 12336-124 St, 780-451-7574 * SIDELINERS PUB 1018-127 St, 453-6006 * SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St « STARLITE ROOM 100° 


102 St. 780-42 


9 « STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-82 Ave, 780-988-8105 * STOLLI'S 2nd Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 780-437-2293 « 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 St, 465-5478 « TAPHOUSE 9020 Mckenny Ave, St. Albert, 780-45 


0860 « TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingswa' 
UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780-428-1099 * WI 


, 790-452-7770 * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780-437-7699 * VELVET 5 
ft) WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 780-476-3388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 


780-429-1992 * WUNDERBAR 8170-101 St, 780-436-2286 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780-994-3256, www.yalterhours.com * YESTERDAYS 
PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 780-459-0295 * ZENARI'S 10180-101 St 


i 
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MUSIC 


an Music Awards finally hit town this week. While the debate 
Not we should be singling out this band for a little bit of glory 
$ no denying that Edmonton's ears are going to be ringing 
‘as waves of musicians descend on the city for the Many, many 
imention all of the industry seminars taking place. There are sim- 
them all, so we'll just call your attention to a small selection 
lexclusive performances for Vue Weekly in the past. w 


THE FAMINES 
FAL OCT 17 (11 PM), HALO 


AYUA BROOK 


DARREN FRANK 
SA, OCT 18 (8PM), ON THE ROCKS 


F&M 
FAL OCT 17 (1 AM), VEWET UNDERGROUND 


SAT, OCT 18 (12 AM), PAWN SHOP 


RED RAM 


SAT, OCT 18 (1 AM), VELVET UNDERGROUND 


CHATEAU LOUIS JULIAN'S Freeway Jam; 4pm-2:30am; no cover ESMERALDA’S Super Parties: Every ilps or se 
PIANO BAR Graham Lawrence: 8pm SOUTH CLAREVIEW HALL Acantha Sata different theme 
CHATEAU LOUIS TOUCH OF FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
CLASS GAMING ROOM Lyle eects Lal Wel slog, Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen 8 and 
Hobs; 8:30pm ee lato, Bez Official, Politic DU Kwake 
OV TAVERN Live music avery Sat; FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Spm: $5 STRATHERN PUB Open stage 2nd Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
iti ‘Sat of each month; 5:Spm; followed Damian 
sme | Hee LIVE MUSIC 
EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY — | TEMPLE Oh Snap! with Degree SEU SAY Soult Satuaays 
Saturday Live Music Cobra Commander and guests, 3pm HALD For Those Who Know: house = Sa 
EDDIE ' ARTERY Shearing Pinx 
SHORTS The Ostinarys URBAN LOUNGE Paramedic, Fun a Se Cane Sr 
the Red Light (formerly Retrograde), . 3 BLUE CHAIR CAFE Shannon Thue 
FOMONTOM EVENTCENTRE Matt | he Painted Bids, Team Building i Tio 
v forpedo: and Raptors ies a3 Stale Saturday. BLUES ON WHYTE Kyernara 
FESTIVAL PLACE Rik Emmett DB and guests 
Er ecg VELVET UNDERGROUND Dan US ee EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
Mangan, Jody Glenham, Jesse Dee. NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE staga jam. 7pm; no caver 
ALTHY MCHASTY'S Open stage Rich Hope, Red Ram Saturdays real alternative, classics, 
elutes hosted by The Love Shove WILD WEST SALOON Gary Shade punk with DJ Nazz Nomad, no cover FESTIVAL PLACE Archie Fisher 
ioe ee M NEW CITY SUBURBS Ssturdy HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic host 
. eae ae Don Thompson Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and éd by Rhea March, 7pm, no cover 
FOUR ROOMS Will Cramer and the $$ | inv rock with Ds Greg Gory and LOOP LOUNGE Jom hosted by WI 
; f yd 
Sullivs of Basin St. Saul Berson, CLASSICAL Blue Jay, $8 Lennty B and the Cats; 4:30pm ‘ti 
vig OTe, PLANET INDIGO-JASPER whan 
te AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays. , 
HAVE SOCIAL CLUB Aviano Le ea city breaks elect hous with Pl resi ON THE ROCKS king Muskafal 
Manne Lemir, Alleg Ouest, Les ta Theat dons ORLANDO'S €2 /Aitornoon Open 
. presents of Early Music, ~ 
Sor de Sells elie Take, wath saa Lana ity cod com RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. hip oe 
i i: Yertenor Daniel Taylor, ina program hop. and electro with DJ Hor Philly OSCAR'S PUB Open stage Sundays 
HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/Mic of arias and duets from Handel's and quests hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
aa by Sally's Krackars; 3pm sere inet : RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night | [ator BH 1pm 
ULBERT'S Anton Cal WINSPEAR CENTRE “Nosh meets PALACE CASINO (WEM) Bella 
Caluag Scott Edrnonton Chinese SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING | FAIA 
JAMMMERS PUB Saturday open Phitharmonica DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller - 
2M, 3-7:30pmy country/rock band ‘Skating Dison: Top 40 Request with a RENDEZVOUS PUB October Sky 
Sem 2am DJS mix of retro and disco; 1430p and COMMUNITY 
. 7-10:30pm; www Sports warld.ca 
JEFFREYS CAFE Krystle Dos HALL/LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL 
Santas BACKROOM VODKA BAR ‘STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B. Little Flower Open Stage 
house with People’s DU 
JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Hoodiins | Sitidave Ton 40 with OJ UNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
3550 OO oe | Soundwave SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest Bob Jahng 
MACLAB THEATRE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturday Underground House with DV Nicé 
ee ese | sr "CLASSICAL 
‘oko TEMPLE 0h Snap!) Every Saturday 
On Tite = bag Frank, The imeslalecrevires with Miss with Degrew and Allout Dals with CLAS 
\olowans. Sons of York, Smonthride, Mann weekly guests;9pm * 
“old Driven: Som, BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 7 Se coe 
J WUNDERBAR Feetured DJ and DINING etro Polujin: Spm 
ae CASINO (WEM) The eres arey oJ focal bands 
\rotity rowehaser 
AFTERHOURS ficlease Setund 
PAWH SHOP O14 Retiablo, Ayla DELUXE BURGER BAR re'sis | ee DJS 
%ook. Burtless Chaps, Ford Pier and 70e progresave tock disc, and - 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Brock electronic Indie with Joe! BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
ren EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Frost Industry Night: with Atomic Improv 
Jarmeoki and 0 Tim 
ROCK PUB Molsen Canadian EMPIRE BALLROOM Flock. hip hop 


house, mash up 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main Floor 
Got To Give tt Up Funk, Soul 
Motown, Disco with OJ Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House. Progressive and 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electro; 10pm 
2:30am; quest DJs inquire at 
kally@michetti com 


GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night Requests with DJ Bo 


STARUTE ROOM Miami Sabotage! 
Long Weekend Party with Djs Space 
Age and Joy One 


WUNDERBAR Sundays J Gallatea 


and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sieeman 
Mondays: live music monthly; 60 
cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Terry Hanck 
IVORY CLUB Open mie Mondays: 


music and comedy. Gam 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
(ld Tyme Fiddlers Sociuty, 7pm 
ROCK PUB AND GRILL IMonday 
Rock Band Night Spm. no cover 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bow Monday Jam 
hosted by Shérry-Loe Wisor/Mike 
McDonald (afternesting); 9pm-12am. 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Engelbert 


Humperdink 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
noon, Convocation Hall: student 
recital series, Free 


EBay 


$4.25 
Jager Shots 


ALL NIGHT! 


SHOWCASE | 


ST at Se ToS 


} 


$10 owes 


$15 AT THE DOOR 
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Hello ... uh... Cleveland 


<2 /ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@vueweekly.com 


Last week, as Weezer played a three- 
quarters full Air Canada Centre, Rivers 
Cuomo led the band into the part of the 
show where he introduces his mates. 

To curry favour with the audience, the 
fact that two members grew up close to 
the Canadian border made them “almost 
Canadian." And, Cuomo, wearing a brand 
new Reds jersey, claimed “and | support 
Toronto FC ... that makes me almost 
Canadian.” 

By now, the practice of rock-star-wear- 
ing-the-jersey-of-a-team-from-the-city- 
the-show-is-in is old hat. | can’t recall 
seeing an old concert image of Triumph 
where someone isn't wearing an NHL jer- 
sey. Last week, when Kiss bassist Gene 
Simmons came to Edmonton, he toted an 
Oilers jersey as soon as he got off the 
plane. Oilers jerseys have been worn by a 
myriad of stars playing Edmonton stages, 
from Garth Brooks to the Offspring. 


But, has the sports-team thing become 
one of rock's ultimate clichés? Is it equal 
to yelling out a big “Hello, Cleveland!” to 
the audience? 

As a sports/music writer, | find it to be 
an uncomfortable crossover. Not that a 
musician shouldn't advertise the fact he 
or she is a sports fan. No, the problem for 
me is that sports fandom can’t be turned 
on and off. It's not disposable. To simply 
pick up the jersey of said home team and 


pretend that you're a fan while you're on- 


stage, well, that’s a no-no. 


NOT ALL BANDS do it. There are many 
who stick to their guns. When Pantera 
toured, the members made no bones that 
they were Dallas Stars fans through and 
through ... and even used bits of the Stars 
theme song the band wrote and recorded 
when it was in Edmonton, telling Oilers 
fans that the Stars are better. | can 
respect that. 

As well, back in 1999, on the night the 
Stars and Buffalo Sabres were into multi- 
ple overtimes in Game 6 of the Stanley 
Cup final, | was at Toronto’s Horseshoe 
Tavern, ready to watch my favourite Dal- 


las band ever, the Old 97’s. The Shoy 
Started late; the band Was holed up jac, 
stage, enraptured by the game. The game 
remained tied. So, on the band had to «, 
with the game on every TY in the bay in 
even a makeshift set-up on stage s0 t;,. 
band could keep up with the GOINgS-on jp, 
Buffalo while they played in Toronto, — 

In the middle of a song, drummer Philip 
Peeples broke off, yelled, and led 1; 
band into an impromptu version of ¢; 1 
Glitters “Rock and Roll (Part 2).” As Soo; 
as the band broke into the Song, ey: 
went to the TVs in the bar, where 1) 
Stars were mobbing each other on, :, 
ice. To celebrate, the band played yn) 
the wee hours of the morning, and sorno 
one in their road crew came out onto thy 
Stage wearing Stars body paint. It wa: 
unforgettable night where Sport and ar 
mixed. And it was real. 

Unfortunately, the same can't be saic 
when Rock Star A wears the jersey 
Local Hockey Team B. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chei 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and av 
living in Toronto. 


PHIL DUPERRON 
WOeRIy. C0 | 


WED, OCT 8 / AMON AMARTH / STARLITE ROOM 


See more photos and read Phil Duperron’s review 
at vueweekly.com. 
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BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 


Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor; Eclectic Nonsense, 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop, 128m: 
2:30am; interested quest Os inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com: karaoke with 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest; Spm: 
1am 


FILTHY McHASTY'S Mets! 
Mondays: with 0) SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: ‘80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr, no 
minors; no cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Terry Hanck 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


O'BYRANE'S Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Ammar's 
Open Stage every Tues night with 
Mark Ammar and Noel (Big Cat) 
Mackenzie: featuring MI 
Eahlers8:30pm-1am; no cover 


SECOND CUP Open mic every Tue; 
7-Spm 

SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All Star 
Jam with Alicia Tait and Rickey: 
Sidecar; Spm 

SNEAKY PETES Open jam hosted 
by Jim, Mario and Jibaroo every Tue: 
Bom-midnight 


VARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday Jam 


Session 
DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: CJSR’s Eddie Lunchpail; 
Wooftop: Dub at The Dog with Du 
Degree 

BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser; Spm 

ESMERALDA'’S Retro every Tua; no 
cover with student 1D 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
RED STAR Tuesdays. Experimontal 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electra with Du 
Hot Philly 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with BJ Kevin Wang 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Retro Night; 7-10°30pm; www.sports- 
world.ca 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Flena Young, 
Mare Ladouceur 


BLUES ON WHYTE Torry Hanck 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 


Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: live 
music once a month 


DV8 TAVERN Don't Know, Dawn in 
the City; $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Mic 
every Wed; 7pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 


KY 


OCT 16 - OCT 22, 2008 


MUSIC 


sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Acoustic 
unplugged jam; Spm-1am; no cover 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed 


‘STONY PLAIN COMMUNITY 
CENTER Willie Mack with Amber 
Haydey 

TEMPLE Wyid Style Wednesday: 
Live hip hop, every Wed; $5 
URBAN LOUNGE Megan Callan 
WILD WEST SALOON 
FaxxWorthes 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Laser Pink 
Floyd 


CLASSICAL 


John Mahon, Scott Whetham and. 
TBA 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nie-E and Smoav 


ard BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wer 
vite Out Hark 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic aoe eve: 
BLACK Ma 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY Floor: RatroAtive Radio: Al 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- "BOs and "90s, Post Punk, Ne 


Garage, Brit, Mod, Rock and 
with LL Cool Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with OJ 
Sean 


FOX Wind-up Wednesdays 
hiphop, reggae, old skool, re 
with inVinogabble, Touch It, w 
guest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/RAB wih 
DJ Spincycle 

MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
AJ/D.5 Wednesday no minors. "© 
cover 

NEGO DIAMONDS Punk av | 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 


STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; 99m 
STOLLI'S Beatparty Wedness7 
House, progressive and electrons 
with Rudy Electro, DJ Rystar S pa 
‘Age and weekly guests; 9pm-Z3" 
wwew beatpsrty.net 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays '"” 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS ¥ Not Wedne*! 
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YOUR FAVORITE BAD BOYS ARE BACK 
AND THIS TIME IT’S FOR KEEPS 


AYYY, ! 
gies S| BUY THE NEW 
+2 ee Te ESCAPE THE FATE 
ans teh SA TEEL ESCAPE. 
er Be a 9 THe FATE T-SHIRT 


: d 4 ey T-shirt offer available at West Edmonton Mall location 
aS i KL S 3 y 4 <= on only (while quantities last) 
= . " i 
Al, WAR is~ Tu KS 


Epitaph 


west edmonton mall mall hy 
8882 170th STREET (780) 444-3381 444-3381 mv. 
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WITH MATT MAYS & EL TORPEDO 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE $24 


BRYAN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders @vueweekly.com 
To put it politely, the Arkells-is not the- 
most organized band in the world. The 
first to admit this is keyboardist Dan 
Griffin. 

“Yeah, we're messy,” he chuckles, 
unabashed, “We just like to set up 
camp, you know?” 

Oftentimes, this comes to the dismay 
of the owners of certain recording stu- 
dios. Just a few months ago, the band 
was in Halla Music Studios in Toronto 
recording its latest album, and if a-num- 
ber of video blogs are of any evidence, 
the musicians left the place in complete 
and utter chaos. 

“We can't be held responsible for the 
mess at Halla Music!” Griffin protests, 
though even he sounds unconvinced. 

“{Cwas a combination of us and it was 
a combination of ... you know, it's a won- 
derful studio, but it's just a messy place,” 
he explains. “It’s kind of the vibe there, it's 
sort of got a mix-mashed vibe to it— 
they've got all these amps from all kinds 
of ages and styles and all these kinds of 
é& equipment from all over the place.” 

The newly recorded album, Jackson 
Square, is named after a well-known 
landmark in the’ band’s hometown of 
Hamilton, and the idea of home seems 
to be an important one for the Arkells. 
Griffin names artists ike the 
Constantines, Joel Plaskett and Neil 
Young as just a few of the band’s 


TT RY 


STORIES ¢ 
AVAILABLE 


OcTORBER 21. 


Canadian influences, and he fondly 
recalls a performance that the band put 
on at Canadian Music Week as one of 
his favourite shows ever: 

“To give you an example of how unor- 
ganized we are, on the messiness side, 
we were playing at the Canadian Music 
Week at the Horseshoe Tavern in 
Toronto,” he recalls. “We got a great 
slot and it was just a totally packed 
house, totally exciting. 

“It's about time for our set,” he contin- 
ues, explaining that the band was setting 
up on stage when he noticed something 
amiss with his keyboard. “!’m thinking ‘Oh 
shit, | forgot the power cord!” So, | got my 
stand, | got my keyboard, | got my amp, 
but I've got no power!” 

After an intense and quiet moment of 
self-loathing, Griffin explains, relayed the 
bad news to his bandmates and they all 
began phoning friends who lived in the area. 

“We can't get a hold of anybody, and 
we're freaking out because we're sup- 
posed to be on stage in about two min- 
utes. Then, the sound guy comes out and 
he’s freaking out too! 

“I'm justdike, ‘Fuck it. You know what? 
Hil just play guitar. I'll just grab a guitar.’ 
And | play guitar but I've never played 
guitar in this band, and | don't even know 
how to play the songs on guitar. 

“And, it was probably one of my 
favourite shows, at the end of the day,” 
he smiles, “because, despite the fact 
that we were completely messed up and 
unorganized and totally flying by the 
seat of our pants, it was one of the most 
exciting and energetic performances | 
think we ever gave, and it got an amaz- 
ing response. w 
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Adrift on the water 


Mark Berube gives voice to the river 
and the boat on a pair of albums 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


en Mark Berube released 
What the River Gave the Boat 
last year, it was difficult to 


imagine a better vehicle with which to 
navigate the currents. With the album's 
recently released companion What the 
Boat Gave the River, however, Berube 
has taken us right to the other side 

It’s a journey Berube has been travel- 
ling for several years, and while some 
people say it’s the journey and not the 
destination, Berube is pleased with 
where the albums have taken him. 

“It was the type of thing where you 
have this really cool, big idea that you 
think is fantastic, and then three years 


SAT OCT 1B 
MARK BERUBE 


& THE PATRIOTIC FEW 
BLACKDOR, 3PM AEE 

THE YDEAWAY (1000-100 AVE, 8PM 
S20 FOR WMA FESTIVAL PASS 


later you finally finish it and realize 
how long it actually took,” he explains. 
“It was a challenge for sure. It was kind 
of the first time I’ve done, I guess, two 
albums, working backwards, where 
you kind of have the concept where 
you try to write songs or slot songs in 
so they kind of fit. It was a very cool 
experiment to do that sort of thing.” 


ld 


Berube also managed to make som 
friend’s along the way—he now, j,,.\ 
band in the Patriotic Few, ang 
looking forward to a more cola}, 
tive relationship. While the Song 
this latest album include the Bien. 
the Few—made up of PErcussio; 
Patrick Dugas, bassist and melod 
player Jesson Moen, cellist Kristin 
Koropecki and accordion player r 
pianist Dina Cindric—they were wri; 
before the alliance thickened. 

“We might have some co-wr; inp 
opportunities,” Berube explaj, 
“They're all fantastic musicians, so , 
really excited to explore that | 
because it might go off in a complete), 
different direction.” 


FANS MAY GASP. hoping that Beryi;, 
with the Patriotic Few, doesn’t s\;., 
too far off this road he’s on, 
there is one thing that his solo re. 
ings display (not to mention his wor, 
with Vancouver's the Fugitives), ji j 
guy who doesn’t mind taking chances 
"The idea of success is that it’s sin 
cere, that it’s honest and sincere,’ h; 
says. “Every artist is going to experi 
ment and try different things anq 
some people will like some things and 
some will hate the other. You don’ o 
into it trying to please people, either. 
“I find that a very liberating thing as 
well—to think, well, | really believe in 
this now, so I’m going to do it,” he 
adds. “Even if you're pushing buttons 
talking about uncomfortable things 
subjects, as long as you're doing it sin 
cerely, you can go away and go, okay 
fine, some people like it, some peop! 
don’t, but I did what I wanted to do." v 
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WITH SPECIAL GUESTS: 


ARKELLS 


SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 18 
EDMONTON 
EVENT 
CENTRE 


GENERAL ADMISSION 
18+ LICENSED 


mmLiVENATION.cpm 


icketmaster (780) 451-8000 


TICKETS ALSO AT THE DOOR 
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EVE HELL & THE RAZORS & THE BURNIN’ SANDS SG 


WH VELVET UNDERGROUND SWIMS USS 
THIS CIVIL TWILIGHT + GUESTS 


BRENTOLIVER. COM MYSPACE. COM/JCLCONCERTS | 
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WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


THE STILLS 


SATURDAY JANUARY 17 


NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE 
AUDITORIUM 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00 AM 


BaLiIvEnATION.com 
ticketmaster (780)45 71-8000 


CT. 29 @ FLAMES CENTRAL 


TEXT ‘MMLI 10 FOR M 


Live nation 


MBET UPDATES ($.50) 


Big Joe gone wild 


Punker brings his roots back home 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Id punks don’t die, they just 
Ov up an acoustic guitar and 

put on a cowboy hat. Espe- 
cially here out west, punk rockers 
gone country are starting to turn into 
a dime a dozen—not that that’s a bad 
thing. Corb Lund did it, Mike McDon- 
ald did it and now Big Joe Burke—a 
former Edmontonian and current 
Vancouverite—will be coming back to 
the town that stoked his love for 
music to play some gutsy country 
songs about drinkin’ and hard luck. 

For Burke, the move from being a 
punk rock kid hanging around the 
Spartan Men’s Hall to being a country 
singer was a logical one. To him, the 
two types of music share the individu- 
alistic attitude that drew him to punk 
in the first place. 

“| think a lot of old punks, when 
they start to get tired of that 180- 
beats-per-minute thing, start looking 
for something that they can identify 
with and’that maintains the sensibility 
that they've always had. It’s not like 
‘once a punk always a punk,’ but I 
think the people who are punks have 
a certain mindset that just translates 
well,” he says. “I think there's a lot 
more in common with that sort of 
honky-tonk country and punk than 
people might think.’ 

The move from punk to country 
may have been a logical one for 
Burke, but it wasn’t a quick one. After 
leaving Edmonton, Burke played in a 
number of punk bands in Vancouver 
before life, as they say, started to get 
in the way. Having a new family to 
provide for, having a hard time deal- 
ing with the music scene in Vancou- 
ver which he found to be less 
welcoming than the one he’d just left, 
and having the bassist in the band he 
was playing in die of an overdose 
made him throw up his hands and say 
enough was enough 


SS | Ty OCT 23 8 Pa) 
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WITH MIKE MCOONAL 
Be | nwey 


“{ just said ‘This is just stupiq: 
Burke recalls. “I sold off everyth;,, 
except one guitar, all my electri: 
everything, just kept one acousti: 
tar. I don’t think I picked up my ou 
more than a handful of times in the | 
years that followed.” 


BUT ONCE HIS KIDS got older «, 
didn't want to hang out with |), 
dad anymore, Burke needed so), 
thing to do with himself and |; 
out music again. Screwing up 
courage and appearing at an ope, 
Stage, Burke was immediately inv; 
ed back to be a featured perform: f 
Since then things have been getiin 
better and better for him, culmin 
ing in an album called Lo 
Money and a western Canadian tow), 
that will see him share a stage wil! 
Mike McDonald—a pretty excit: 
thing, because in his youth Bur 
spent time roadie-ing for McD 
ald’s band Jr Gone Wild 

“| was a little surprised but 
happy to hear that—I haven 
Mike in probably 15 or more year 
it should be pretty interesting. E 
though I was roadie-ing for Jr « 
Wild and playing in bands my 
don’t think I ever shared a bill wit 
Mike,” says Burke. “Graham Bro 
[guitarist for Jr Gone Wild] actual! 
got me playing guitar becau 
insisted I learn how to tune.a gu 
I was going to be their roadie 
diligently went about learning how 
tune the guitars and change th 
strings, and then watching then 
practices and shows I picked 
enough to learn how to put my 
chords together." w 
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HUGE INVENTORY LIQUIDATIO 


Over $2 million in inventory from our 
eee Vancouver store closures MUST BE LIQUIDATED! 


low price, High Def advice Edmonton South THUR-FRI 10am to 9pm 


SAT 10am to6pm 
3110 CALGARY TRAIL SOUTHBOUND p* 
| N 
(780) 433-6400 Advertising Valid SU Ham to Spm 


OCT. 16th -OCT. 22nd, 2008 MON 10am to 6pm 
TV/VIDEO HOME AUDIO 


TOSHIBA REGZA | @YAMAHA 


5.1PIANOBLACKSPEAKER | 
SYSTEM & HDMI RECEIVER | 


EP) S010) Va 
C2 ‘949° J 


PHILIPS 


ond 
J 


i HI-Fi 
, | SPEAKERS (SPA2200/17 ) 60% “60% OFF | 
: MANY MORE $9.99 DEALS AVAILABLE ON OUR 
WEBSITE AT WWW.ABSOUND.CA 


PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details, 


G $1999 


SAVE $600 


N | MFG PART # DESCRIPTION REG. SALE 

46” LCD TV + 2-Way Bass Reflex Design - 120W Input Power » 7-channel 665W es he ye sachets Anion U5 5 | ae oes 
, ‘ ; " surround sound » 1080p-compatible HDMI (2in/1 out) + XMSatellite | paiips spaa00/17 ~—-2.0PC SPEAKERS ; 24.99 9.99 
1080P - 10 bit panel for superior color (46RV530U) Radio ready (RXV663B , NS125) | SANYO CLT246DBK —2.4GHZ.DUAL HANDSET PHONE 29.99 9,99 


; ‘ | SANYO ENEAAX4 »—-—_“ENELOPE RECHARGEABLE AA"4 23.99 999 
PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details. PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details. | ye VORATGU30 ‘DVDRATGR/YZOMINGOPKSPNDLE 2499 A 
MFG PART# DESCRIPTION REG. SALE PHILIPS  SPP1592WA/37 SQUID POWER BAR 29.99 9.99 
MFG PART# DESCRIPTION REG. SALE | YAMAHA — NSC325 CENTRE CHANNEL 299,99 149.99 | PHILIPS‘ VOIPO801B/37_ TRAVEL VOIP SKYPE 30,99 899 
TOSHIBA 26AVSO0U 26" 16:9 BLACK ATSC 720P 649.99 529.99 | YAMAHA  NS325FB. © YAMAHA TOWER SPEAKERS 800.00 399,99/pair | PHILIPS ——-US2P335B UNIVERSAL REMOTE 3 DEVICE 1299 5.99 
TOSHIBA  32AVS00U 32" HDLCDTV 799.99 $79.99 | CELESTION FISB FIS BKSHLF SPK-BLACK 360.00  129.99/pair_ | PHILIPS © SRUSO10/37 UNIVERSAL REMOTE 10 DEVICE 12999 49.99 
TOSHIBA 37AVSO0U 37" 16:9 BLACK ATSC 720P, 999,99 759.99 | CELESTION F30B F30 FLSTD-BLACK 550,00  199.99/pair_ | SONY ACCOVP2 ACCESSORY KIT 119.99 49.99 
TOSHIBA 42XV540U 42" REGZA ATSC 1080P 120HZ 1699.99 1299.99 | CELESTION F35(B F35C SINGLE CENTER CHANEL-BLK 200.00 79.99 | PHILIPS VOIP3212G/37 VOIP DUAL PHONE BUNDLE SKYPE 119.99 39.99 
SONY KDL40V4100 40” FULL HD 1080P LCD 1599.99 1279.99 | SONY  DAVHDX466 —_HTIBSDISC 1000 WATT HOM 499.99 199.99 | SIROCCO —SND201 CALLISTO USB AUDIO BRIDGE 79.99 2 
SONY KDL4624100B 46" 1080P 120HZTHIN BLKTRIM 2699.99 2279.99 | YAMAHA YSTSWO11B — 100W POWERED SUBWOOFER/8"MS 199.99 99.99 | PHILIPS  SHN2500/37 NEAR NOISE CANCELLING HEADP 49.99 
SONY KDL4624100S 46" 1080P 120HZTHINSLVRTRIM 2699.99 2279.99 | DENON $32 HIFINETWORK RADIOWIRELESS 579.99 449.99 | PHILIPS —SCP5300/37 300 WATT POWER INVERTER 39.99 19.99 
SONY KDL52V4100 52" FULLHD 1080P LCD 249,99 2149.99 | SONY  DVPCX995V DVD PLAYER 400 DISC 499,99 299.99 | SONY CMTHIS 50K2 MP3 /USB MICRO 23999 129.9 
PANASONIC TH42PX80 42" HI DEF PLASMA 1299,00 1069.99 | SONY  CDPCK355 —_CDPLAYER300DISC 319.99 199.99 | YAMAHA —NXAQT IPOD CUBE SPEAKER 14999 49.99 
1979.99 DENON —_DHTFS3 SURROUND SOUND BAR 129999 899.99 | COBRA 38002DXVP 2 HANDSET FRS 


PANASONIC —THSOPZ80 50: HDTV 1080P PLASMA TY 2499.00 


CAR AUDIO 


89.99 


CAMERAS PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details. 


, ‘ MFG PART# DESCRIPTION REG. SALE 

PARTIAL LISTING ONLY. See in-store for full details. SANYO VCPEIW WATERPROOF SD CAMERA 499.99 299.99 

; SANYO VPCHDIA _720P SMP CAMCORDER 799.99 579.99 

SANYO VCPS600 --«6MP-3XOPT ZOOM DSC 129.99 79.99 

MPa PART# DESCRIPTION REG. SALE SONY pSCT20 «IMP 3XOPT ZOOM DSC 349.99 179.99 

JLAUDIO. 2150 45wX2St. Amp 329.99 199.99 Py ; 99 oe shaiieis a nods eyes ripnicte ety ches 

JLAUDIO 2501 250w X 1 Sub Amp 699.99 348.99 Oo 1 1 Mirae SONY DSCW35 ——-7.2MP-3XOPTZ00M2°LCD 179.99 129.99 

ced SONY DCRDVD40S — 3MP DVD CAMCORDER 999.99 499,99 

Ce ieee 002 eves Ang ec hes SAVE SAVE SEO | 80 In STAL LED SONY DCRHQ28 MINI DV20X OPT 2.5°LCD 329.99 149.99 

Pana (€QC8305 © 50W X4 Mp3/Ipod 269.99 169.99 PANASONIC OMCLZ3. — SMP.6X OPT ZOOM 249.99 99,99 

i PANASONIC DMCTZ3A. ~—-« 7MPTOX OPT 200M 699.99 399,99 

See. SiietioHoomtx eas In-dash CD Receiver MP3/WMA Player PANASONIC DMCFZSOK 1X Z00M 10.1MP 699,99 399.99 

uy SUGDEN “CD deck w/USB ey gine with iPod Direct PANASONIC P¥GSBO MINIDV CAMERA 329.99 14983 
SONY MEX1GP 52wX4 CD/MP3/SAT 349.99 119.99 + 24-Bit D/A Converter iPod Shuffle PANASONIC HDCSO1 HI DEF CAMERA 999.99 599 9 

COBRA  ESD6060 «6 BAND LED DISPLAY 79.99 9.99 £03 St PANASONIC DMCLS70. —-7.2MP-3X OPT ZOOM 199.99 89.99 

: lage 2 (CDXGT4201P) PANASONIC DMCFZ50S 10MP CCD/230K PIXLCD 699.99 399,99 

NP 3X OPT Z00M 169.99 39.99 

Basie deck install only in most vehicle types. Kit harness, and shop a ee pa Bat 700M 799,99 79.99 

SEE OUR WEB HOME PAGE FOR MORE CAR AUDIO SPECIALS materials are always extra PANASONIC DMCTZ3K -7MP TOXOPTZOOM 399.99 169.99 


NOW WIRING 


Sales staff for our North Vancouver, 
Abbotsford, Edmonton and e 
upcoming locations. 
CAR AUDIO - HOMEAUDIO - VIDEO 


IDN/D}BUOW OUT 


@OFF CDs - 35% OFF DVDs 


Blu-Ray Titles are excluded 


immediately of correction 
ng, but the > Af jl error can occur. Anyé 


sre limited to on hand inventory and are subject to prior sales.. Price protection bes ngt apply sited quantity items. camaive not applicable. www.absound.ca 
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BINGO Starts At 9:30 Hosted by Dildozer 


Ge Pe 
‘ae (0) 


S$ BACK' 
INGO Is BACK 


px *%& No Minors 


Ciub Night Starts At 11:00 Featuring The Bitch Bitch Bitch! Crew 


CLUB NIGHT STARTS AT 11PM 
feat aT HEIBITCH! BITCH! /BITCH!/DJS 


~*~ DERVISH * 
NAZZ NOMAD 
~*~ PLAN B x 


BINGO HOSTED BY DILDOZER 


>No Minors Doors 8pm 


DIRTBAGS 


OCT 17 - LICENSED 
OCT 19 - ALL AGES 


OC TOBE 


HALLOWEE ! 


5 WIQHTS 5 PARTIES 


RSDAY OCT 30 - HALLOWEEN BINGO 
FRIDAY OCT 31 - SICK PRESENTS CAPITAL CY a 
BURLESQUE WITH GREG cory, if 
DERVISH AND NAZZ NOMAD 
SATURDAY NOY 1 - HALLOWEEN 2 "THE MASH” 
CASH PRIZES FOR BEST MALE, BEST FEMALE, 
BEST “IN CHARACTER,” AND BEST GROUP 
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“Age 


VR. PLOW 


MAD COWBOYS 
TARANTUJA 4 


Tix At Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Freecloud & New City 


R24TH 


a nl Ch 


GET 
DOWN NOMINORS| 
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Behind the mask 


Andrea House stays The Same Inside 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


ith Andrea House's crystal 
clear vocals and gentle 
strummings, it’s hard to 


believe that she ever had second 
thoughts about pursuing music. 

Of course, she’d already made a 
name for herself on the city’s theatre 
Stages, with several Sterling nomina- 
tions and one one win under her belt, 
and she wasn't a kid anymore 

“There is music for every genera- 
tion. Maybe I’m not going to get hired 
to play at a punk club, that might not 
happen,” the singer-songwriter 
laughs. “But starting later I had more 
life experience to draw from, and I 
worried in the beginning that you 


Cartography 


CD/LP out now . 
‘ 


AVAILABLE AT 


kes | FA OCT 17 (8 PM) 
=> 
=| ANDREA 
co | WITH CHLOEALBERT, HANNAN GEORGAS 
Ou. | COLLEEN BROWN 
AXIS CAFE 
$20 FOR WCMA FESTIVAL PASS 


couldn’t start playing music late an 
there was probably something wr 
with that desire, but Terry McD. 


everybody; it’s not just for th 
Osos or it’s not just for the t 
kids that are 17 playing in a p 
band. Music is for everyone and it 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 45 


tram Calgary, Alberta 


“. Wint Records recording artist 


cd out now 


Saturday October 18” 
The Pawn Shop 
iipm 


www. camblinambassadors.com 


STs 
= > SATURDAY IES 


LISTEN RECORDS, MEGATUNES, AND BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK 


NOVEMBER 10 ~ 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
with guests MOBILE 


TICKETS AT UNIONEVENTS.COM, ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 
ONLINE AT TICKETMASTER.CA, CHARGE-BY-PHONE 780-451-8000 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10 AM 


chriscornell.com 
myspace.com/chriscornell 
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THE MUSIC OF PINK FLOYD AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE 


WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 22 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 


9720 - 102 Avenue, Edmonton 
:30pm - Showtime 7:30pm 


50 = service charge 

Available at: The Winspear Ticket Centre by phone (780) 428-1414 

92 = or 1-800-563-5081 or online at tickets.winspearcentre.com 
. 3-D GLASSES ARE INCLUDED IN TICKET PRICE! 


nn “The Wold’s largest touring 3-D laser show” 
=e www.laserspectacular.com 


Colourful lasers and fighting effects parallel the sonic journey as the senses are confronted with 
of glowing visual 3-D displays choreographed to the soundtrack during the 2 hour show. Through the use 
of jaw-dropping new technologies, a visual evolution unfolds as solid lines of light wash the room with color. 


Edmonton Composers’ Concert Society 3 


Don't be cruel 


Corvid Lorax unites with Ninjas in Cities Everywhere 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweakly.com 

injas and comic books: two of 
Ne things that excite nerds 

everywhere. Self-professed 
nerd and local hip-hopper Corvid 
Lorax’s new album—entitled Ninjas in 
Cities Everywhere, or NICE—is littered 
with comic book-style art that deals 
with ninjas, from the front cover 
where Lorax hides out from pursuing 
ninjas to the inside where he battles 
and defeats them. 

Originally conceived to include a 
full comic book that would tie togeth- 
er all of the songs—it didn’t work out 
for the CD release, but may come 
later—the album contains raps on a 
wide variety of topics like community, 
bureaucrats and robots. And although 
it doesn’t exactly contain songs about 
ninjas, Lorax’s fascination with them 
is palpable. 

“Everybody likes ninjas, from my 
experience. Ninjas are the best thing 
you can imagine—it’s like, ‘What do 
you wanna be when you grow up?’ A 
ninja! Plus the acronym being NICE, it 
just seemed to work out, a little play 
on words,” Lorax explains of the 
album’s thematic artwork. “And then 
of course with the title it was just like, 
let’s put ninjas in it. What else are you 


FA, OCT 17 (8 PM) 


LL 
— C 
co WITH FIRST.AID KIT, MAS MISSILE LAZARUSH, 
CL. | PASTEEZ, HOLZKOPE 

WUNDERBAR, $5 


going to put in it?” 

But Ninjas in Cities Everywhere also 
points to an idea the musician has 
regarding the types of people there 
are in the world. Some people you 
know you can trust and will get along 
with just upon seeing them, while 


New Music Alberta 2008-2009 


Concert #1: ...of loves and deaths... 


MOTION ENSEMBLE 


Helen Pridmore, soprano - Karin Aurell, flute - Nadia Francavilla; violin 
Richard Hornsby, clarinet - D'Arcy Philip Gray, percussion/electroni¢s 


Andrew R. Miller, contrabass 


PROGRAMME: 


Michael Oesterle: Secular Rotations (2007) 
1. distance is ignorant of direction 
2. scalars and vectors 
3. dimensional kinematics 
4. the principle of slope 
Piotr Grella-Mozejko: o'dY (1984) 
Tan Crutchley: The Death and Lives of Pinocchio (2008) 
(excerpts from a work-in-progress) 


Tara Wells: Cricket dialogues I-V(video) 
INTERMISSION 
Moiya Callahan: To any one (2007) 


Gerald Barry: The Pond (2002) 
W.L. Altman: ! Love (2006) 
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others not so much. 

“Part of a theory I’ve had s), 
was a kid is that everywhe, 
across the world there are p 
who are predetermined and 
along the same lines and would 
with each other on nearly ever, 
and those people might not , 
each other and might never m 
their whole lives but they’; 
members of an organization, fioy 
tively, called Ninjas in Cities 5, 
where. They're part of the same | 
but they're also secret and inco 
even to each other,” he explains 
kind of like that. 1 find that no n 
where I am I run into the right ; 
and get taken care of. It's Ninj 
Cities Everywhere!” 


THAT SENSE OF community is som 
thing Lorax raps about and somei)i 
that’s important to him. Instead of rap 
put downs, he rhymes about hanging 
out with friends and shooting the shi 
“I don’t like hurting people’ 
ings. I was picked on a lot as a ki 
I don't like bullies and I have a lot o/ 
empathy for kids who get bullied 
unless someone really deserves 
don’t think you should say mea 
things about them.” vw 


2007 EDMONTON 
MUSICIAN'S 


DIRECTORY 


bee the must 
Comprehensive 
listing of 
EDMONTON 
MUSICIANS. 


Cheek if out al 
YueWeekly.com 


Plus! Submit your 
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also humour and humility that keep _ opposite to acting. 
her songs from straying into a too “I have the world of pretend with 


sentimental realm. A Tecurring and friends that are actors. All of that ! , 10030- 02 STREET |B Ui 
‘fitting adjective in reviews is “honest.” —_ world is all about mask work; it’s all f moat INFO: 428-ST VEtvVeEtr 
“Questions | often ask myself as a 


about putting on something to be able UNSSscRouno 
songwiiter are, ‘What is it you're trying to communicate Something. And that 


to say here? What is it that you mean? _—s mask work, I have access to that and 
Dol mean that?” she says. “And if! I'm so lucky,” she explains. “That's 
would get that feeling that I haven't why the songwriting has become so 
quite got it, then I'll take it back to the vitally stripped down for me: it's to 
drawing board, because | desperately balance the other half of what I’m 
believe that honesty is vital in song- _ allowed to do, which is I’m allowed to : 
writing. It is everything to me. pretend.” vw 

“Songwriting is about this question: 423 TAINTED ra * 
do you feel the same as me? I think _ _ A 
that’s the universal question of song- 


' al DJS SKINNY & SNAKE PLAY ELECTRAOPOPINDIEROC 
ve pu er in this ion. writing,” she adds. “Do you feel the \ E 


10/46-2 1M STARLITE AND VELYET_ 


10/23 


10/24 
Same? Because this is how | feel. I'm jt 


mychestand wondering if anybody else feels this McGOWAN FAMILY BAND 
ie explains. “Itjust way? And’! think if it’s honest, I feel a MAD VOLEAND / BRIGADIERS FAR Tk CAUSE 


d,and!amso _ connection, and that seems to be 


something that I'm following, almost S 


neem apartofme pathologically.” a . 
er it, ever, but it’s House, of course, gets asked about aie . PLUS BLITZEN TRAPPER 
me feel less lonely.” iati i ESHOD IBN WYZA 
10/31 
WEEN! 


the variations between taking the 


There is sane @ yearning inher stage as an actress and taking it as a i "= ee SO, TRRT ANS FTN 
BANDS AS OTHER BANDS AND DUS AS DUS 


5, such a strong desire to connect musician, but her quest for honest “d i bh THE RED SoU OUND 


ith ‘the rest of humanity, but there is | songwriting serves as the perfect , SMALLTOWN DUS 


WAX ROMEO / DEGREE + MORE 


WITH AZEDA BOOTH 


O/B STAALITE & 89" PRESENT 


HALLOWEEN! |ABANDIN ALL HOPE 


BANDS AS OTHER BANDS AND DUS AS us SEX WITH THE CITY / PERFECT BLUE 


=f LIONS FOR SLEEP 


@ - ROBIN BANKS ( @i ma 
TEAM BUILDING / NOISY COLORS 


STOMP WITH GOMP 


WIN TO GET IN WITH 


FINGER ELEVEN 
STARS DOWN 


oP LUKAS ROSSI & OURS) fF BIRD AND THEFLOE 
a” foe Ny i106 Tate me 
wis hey te Te, THE BEAR BABES aressnays micas 
“ eCEAN' =. CALENDAR BENEFIT inoue axp sore. 
« MSH ea 


SATURDAY OCT. 25 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


AVAILABLE AT UNIONEVENTS.COM, TICKETMASTER.CA, OR CHARGE BY +a 
8000. TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD & FS SNOW AND SKATE. 


OH SNAP! SATURDAYS 


STS 
with DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, DJ BATTERY c</ WEEKLY GUE 
ELECTRIFIED DUBWISE DANCEROCK BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDDIMS 


‘G.LPSYDAYS fiat 
i THE PSY DAYS: OCCUPATION 


NOV 7 -ZEITLOS PRESENTS: AUDI PAUL, ZEMROK AND ORLESKO 


THE WYLT STYLE WEE ES 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA F 


ALL AGES - DOORS AT 7:00PM 


dine fill ; : 
louinsoundclash.com aL¢ sy My exclaim!xe# @ TOYOTA 


MUSIC.’ ocT'6 0cr22, 2000 \wewemmy 43! 


LYVE NATION 


Bring a 
; j : food donation 
RECOUNTDOWN TOUR ; e to benefit the 

Edmonton Food Bank 
for your chance to win 
a special prize 
from Feist! 


OCTOBER 21 
FRANCIS WINSPEAR 
CENTRE 


TICKETS AT THE WINSPEAR CENTRE BOX OFFICE, 
CHARGE BY PHONE 428-1414, 


| OCTOBER 16 — REXALL PLACE 


tenotres iitily GRR TICKETS ALSO AT THE DOOR en 


JAMES BLUNT NOVEMBER 19 | REXALL PLACE * MARTHA WAINWRIGHT DECEMBER 1 | MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE * SARAH BRIGHTMAN DECEMBER 10 | REXALL PLACE 


(om)) mm) VENATION.com A 


ticketmaster (780) 451-8000 


listentofeist.com — myspace.com/feist 
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vert course of the band’s 
>) ong career, the Butt- 

Chaps have pushed the 
sical boundaries far past the 
up's jokey bandname and origins 
eyors of dusky roots with a 
i affinity for taut murder ballads, 
gsing progressively more adven- 


bees 

yphy, the Chaps magnificent 
jenth full- “length, departs this 
ere entirely. It's a deeply lunar 
im, cloaked in lush velvety dark- 
s, touched with the opalescent 
w of the crazy full moon. In some 
, is serene and gloriously eter- 
| others throb with powerful tidal 
Ii. Tracks flicker with moonlit 
ke-out sensuality or are adorned 
th lupine growls of guitar. The 
entation’s dense like a folktale 
st, Jesse Gander’s recording 
ding gloss to the stellar creations of 
e Gowans and his bandmates. 
Gowan’s rich earthy croon has a 
it Packish self-assuredness, and 
ith his vocals spaced slightly over- 
the sonic tapestry but intimately 
your ear, it lends the whole affair 
vaguely haunted feel, as if he were a 
lented vintage entertainer who died 
some tragic narrative but doesn’t 
ow he’s gone, his disembodied 
jice singing across the veil. The 
ily woven aural-scape embraces a 
dad history of contemporary music, 
ightening the odd enchantment, 
e a radio suspended between sev- 
stations, receiving some of each, 
it bell-clear. It’s dark magic; a knot 
can be endlessly picked at but 
r unraveled 
‘We definitely tried to highlight dif- 


Buttless Chaps extend 
yon Cartography 


: 
5 
4 
a 


BUTTLESS CHAPS 
SAT OCT 18 (6M) 
BLACK 0G, FEE 


SAT, OCT 18 (9 PM) 

WITH FORD PIER, RAMBLIN AMBASSADORS, AYLA 
BROOK, OLD RELIABLE 

THE PAWN SHOP S20 FOR WEMA FESTIVAL PASS 


hed 
— 
co 
c 
a. 


ferent textures of the songs. Not all 
over the place, but where it called for 
it," Gowans relates. “We've been doing 
this for a while, and while our basic 
goal on each is to improve on the last 
one, we decide some kind of thing we 
want to capture on each. It’s not a mis- 
sion, just something that inspires us. 
We want to rise to a challenge.” 


THE CHAPS ALSO wanted to explore 
what they could create without 
throwing open the record to a bunch 
of musical pals. “We usually have a 


ton of guests, which is fun, but we 
wanted this one to focus on the band. 
I's Dan's first record with us, and he’s 
a textural drummer, so it was good to 
write with that up front.” 

Working with textures meant cary- 
ing out room for one guest—Gander. 
“We produce ourselves, but we have 
an open collaboration with engineers 
Jesse's creative in mixing albums, so 
we tried to let him take a role in the 
band. It’s his second record with us, 
his third with me, so he knows us.” 

Gowans contends the band also 
has well-eamed self-knowledge. “Ten 
years ago I didn’t know what was 
going to happen. Now, I know we're 
not going to be the next buzz band. | 
just want to play music—write, 
record, tour once in a while. We're on 
the same page—when we decided to 


do this tour, we.had to light a lot of 


matches. There are no dark corners 
We know who we are.” v 


composing. One work by local composer 
Piotr Grella-Mozejko, which Motion 
ensemble will perform in Edmonton, 
exemplifies this approach. 

“He doesn’t tell you what notes 
you're supposed to play and when,” 
Miller says. “He doesn’t tell you any- 
thing about rhythm; any of the tradition- 
al notations, indications of how to play: 
not there. What he has instead are a 
completely new set of symbols, he has 
very minimal instructions, and it's up to 
the performer to kind of come up with 
his or her own idea of what the piece 
means and how to proceed with it,” 

; n aiional limits is not 
3 classical music—Beethoven 
modern com- 


s, this has ina very diverse 
arto ire. resulted the ‘musi thet 


; them got really psyched, because they 


specific melody or rhythm; instead, it 
creates an evocative sound through tex- 
tures or colours of sound, Miller 
describes 

The majority of pieces that Motion 
Ensemble will play in Edmonton were 
composed specifically for this group 
(Grella-Mozejko's work and one other 
are the exceptions). 

“That's one of our main mandates,” 
admits Miller. “To keep the art alive by 
commissioning new works.” 

Last month, the group celebrated its 
10th anniversary by performing a 10- 
hour outdoor marathon concert in down- 
town Fredericton. 

“One thing that always encourages 
me is this idea: a lot people don't really 
know that this kind of music exists,” 
Miller says, describing some people's 
reactions to what they heard in down- 
town Fredericton that day. “Some of 


‘Man, I've always imagined 
d be music like this, and | 


where find it” 


we UNORRERT EH 1 uP Fo ars 


DOORS 8 PM # LICENSED NO MINORS © TICKETS ALSO AT 
MEGATUNES, BLACKBYAD & FS (WHYTE AVE 


_ OCTOBER 23 © STARLITE ROOM 


K-97 INVITES YOU TO SPEND AN EVENING WITH 


K97 


| MME 


AAG 


NOVEMBER 6 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA STUDENTS’ UNION BUILDING 
SHOW 8 PI « ALL AGES 


VUEWEEKLY Breer »: 


' NOVEMBER 8 ¢ EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AFES - TIX ALSO AT 
MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD 


a9) NOVEMBER 26 
p STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM © 18+ D RED. 
TICKETS AT MEGATUNES, 
BLACKBYRD & FS (WHYTE AVE) 


~ DECEMBER 15 
N EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 6 PM - ALL AGES 
TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD 


| ticketmaster.ca 780- -8000 
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€DNONION EVENT ENIAE 


MATT MAYS = 
& EL TORPEDO e 


DOORS AT SPM, TICKETS aT ticketmaster 


FIGHT Hot WING = STREETS 


PM, TICKETS AT ticketmaster 


THE ANNUAL BOUNCE & URBAN METROPOLIS 


= FLALLOWE EN’ 
THRILLER aoe 


DOORS AT 8:30PM, i8++ 
TICKETS AT SHADIFIED 
ALEXIS & TICKETMASTER 


DOORS AT 7:00PM « TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 


COMING SOON: 
NOV 5: IN FLAMES / ALL THAT REMAINS 
NOV 28: MUMIA EVENT REVENGE OF THE WARRIORS 
DC: POWDER BLUES BAND 
DEC (2-13: RE TROFTTZ WINTER WONDERLAND GALA 


#2906 0882-170 ST, {WEST EDM MALLY + 489-SHOW 


EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA& 


W/ KINGDOM OF SORROW 


= NEW SOUNDS 


Lucinda Williams, Little Honey 
(Lost Highway) Does love ruin 
music? There's a question that has 
plagued mankind ever since we 
began singing songs. And, really, the 
answer to that one often depends on 
just what it is that you're looking for 
in your music. If you happen to go in 
for the schmaltz, 
then you might just 
have a soft spot for 
the sap that so often 
drips heavily from 
those generic love 
songs that find air 
time at weddings 
everywhere 

But not everyone 
wants to whitewash 
the world around 
them, even when it 


LECINDA WILLE 


from in the past in favour of taking it 
easy on her new love? 

Well, no, No, she won’t—at least 
not musically. In fact, the new album 
finds Williams shying away from the 
introspection of her Jast release, West, 
and careening along through the 
songs desperately. Little Honey is far 
less about atmos- 
phere than West 
was. This time, she 
returns to the 
raunchy bar-band 
glory of 2003's World 
Without Tears. It’s a 
nice fit for Williams, 
who uses her band, 
Buick 6, to excellent 
effect, letting the 
players crash and 
nearly burn and put 


comes to relation- 
ships. Sometimes, it’s more satisfying 
to take on the pain, address the hurt 
and work through the depression 
That's what the blues has done forev- 
er, and country music—the real stuff, 
not this ‘80s hair-metal-gone-south 
affliction that’s become a blight upon 
the world—does a damn fine job of it, 
too 

So it makes some sense that Lucin- 
da Williams, a woman who has trav- 
elled in both the blues and country, 
and has evolved into something of a 
rock ‘n’ roller just as so many other 
blues and country singers did, has 
pretty much made acareer out of 
heartbreak. Her gutwrenching songs 
have drfited from one heartbreak to 
the next, whether the result of anoth- 
er broken relationship or broken 
dream or broken friend, and she’s 
always laid herself bare in her lyrics, 
inviting listeners to share in her pain. 

But now, Williams is in love, and 
the question of just what that will do 
to her music stands at the fore of her 
new record, Little Honey. Will it suck 
her creative spirit out as she ignores 
those open sores she never shied 


ist= 


recordsa&cds 


out the fires and 
then stoke the flames again—"Little 
Rock Star" features a sonic tornado 
for a breakdown, while “Heaven 
Blues” groans and growls in welcome 
fashion 

Lyrically, sure, Williams professes 
her love, but she also admits to being 
intrigued by the flaws as well (‘Real 
Love," where she makes the awkward 
line “The thing about you so far, you 
squeeze my peaches / Then you send 
me postcards of girls on beaches,” 
work); she also doesn’t restrain her- 
self to the upside of love, touching on 
the fragile nature of the game in “If 
Wishes Were Horses.” 

For most of its distance, Little Honey 
is an album that lets Williams sit back 
and enjoy the moment, rolling with 
the band. It’s at the very end of the 
record that she goes beyond that 
comfort, though, on a cover of 
AC/DC's “It’s a Long Way to the Top 
(If You Wanna Rock ‘n’ Roll).” It's on 
this slow, soulful take that she truly 
opens herself up, sounding every bit 
like she knows that for a fact after 
decades of climbing. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


1970's algerian proto-rai underground -P only 


a 


top 10 sellers 


01. soft aitplane chad van gaalen 
02. hawk is howling mogwal 

03, dear science tv on the radio 
04. pause for the jet daniel padden 
05. supreme genius of king khan 


LOST WISDOM 


06. 1970s algerian proto-rai underground v/a 
07. WLIB madlib 

08. furr blitzen trapper 

09. bongo joe george coleman 

10. matador 2008 singles jay reatard 


OH (ohio) co 


lost wisdom ce/co 
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AC/DC, Black Ice (Sony By 
even with an eight-year 92), |,” 
teleases, it sounds like Ac D j 
Teally, woujs . 
Want anyt), 
ferent 
Point, Ac 
becom: 
Oiled ma 
dependah, 
TOCK ‘n’ yo}| 
we'll get to in just a second 
here are as good as anythin; 
has put out since Bryan | 
replaced the late Bon Scott ; 
with Malcolm Young Keeping 
dation solid’ while brother A), 
up and down the neck for hj 
which there are plenty. If one 
springs to mind, though, it’s th 
‘ance of “rock ’n’ roll” in th¢ 
three of the songs here (plus «0; 
“rocking”). | mean, eight year 
band couldn’t come up wii 
more variation? Dependable, 
—FDEN MUNRO / eden @vueweokly.coin 


inl 


Celtic Thunder, Act Two (; 
Celtic Thunder shows us | 
scourge of boy bands has 
beyond 
America 
contains a fe 
Staples of a typical 
boy 
disings 
melodrama 
oOVer-the-top | 
and melodies and vocal crescen 

even the most diehard Celine Di 
might find tedious. Not surprising! 
Two contains a cover of “| \ 
Know What Love Is,” a classic an 
the repertoire of cheesy, 1980s power 
ballads. What separates Celtic 
from North American boy band 
where the group's strength lies, is ir 
integration of traditional Celtic n 
elements and folk songs. “R 
gle Gypsy’ and “Love Thee Dearest" are 
the best tracks on the album, \ i 
latter taking an operatic turn; th 
presents a sincerely subtle \ 
expression, and lays off the che: d 
surprise! It works. — MARIA KOTOVYCH 
maria@vueweekly.com 
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Bob Dyian, Tell Tale Signs: Rare mi 
Unreleased, 1989 - 2006 (Columbia) 
Volume eight in Bob Dylan's boo 
Series is a two-disc 
set—unless you 
track dow 
limited three-disc 
one—that culls a 
wide selection ot 
treasures from Wie 
last couple 
decades. It’s a time that found Dyla 
finding himself again as a song’ 
and performer, and re-inventing hims 
as a bluesman, his voice taking 0" @ 
old and worn grizzled quality ov“ 
of its characteristic nasalness 
sort of compilation, the danger !s 
the tracks will come off as inter 
diversions, but that they won! 
together as a whole. With thi 
though, care was taken w! h the 
arrangement of the material, oF 
a sense of excitement as each track © 
ties along into the next. Ultimals é 
though, with two (or three) discs ia 
of material, this is really Te alt et 
designed for Dylan fans, and it's ° 
excelent one + that. —EDEN MUNRO 
~eden@vueweekly.com 


BOB 
DYLAN 


work 


; one 


/ Romantic) 
3am. It’s that 


iegs fall from 
under you and you 
not dance for a sin- 


d a synth sound 
your brain like a 
‘ the pulsing of it 
4 your feet to move. And then, 
ing vocals from Vanessa Fischer 
me overtop, sounding like an old 
jo blasting from the bottom of a 
and | mean that in a good way— 
4 your night is complete. One impor- 
{ thing, though: be sure to leave 
jin and Gatorade on your bedside 
‘ic. —BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan @vueweekly.com 


» Reatard, Matador Singles ‘08 
latador) One of the best things 
pul Jay Reatard’s two recent paeans 
: to the old ways of 

record releasing— 
that is, release sin- 
gles and then 
collect all of the 
individual pieces 
together—is the 
Opportunity to 
atch him grow and shift his sound 
icrementally: it’s a voyeuristic look 
lo the process of rocking the fuck out. 
om his first single in 2006, “Night of 
foken Glass,” with its punk screams 
ind razory guitars, to the almost-glow- 
ig ‘60s pop of “I’m Watching You,” 
hich closes the ‘08 version, Reatard 
5 slowly been moving from punk to 
ngle-pop, without ever losing his 

haggy garage tendencies. That said, 
yaiching the process wouldn't be half 
5 interesting if Reatard wasn’t as tal- 
Jed as he is: the man’s songs always 

lave a sharp forward momentum, and 
is lyrics run from straight-ahead 
bung dissatisfaction to layered takes 
lost love. It's great stuff, however it’s 
leased. —DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


r Fucking Hipsters, Until We’re 
lead (Fat Wreck Chords) Maybe 
Mm getting old and cynical, but this 

; faux-political bull- 
F| | shit is getting a lit- 
p> gle tle tired. I think it’s 
“yy Y pretty easy for an 
7 ; American band to 
criticise its gov- 
ernment and cor- 
porate structure. 
'S opportunistic, it lacks guts and 
u're not telling me anything new or 
leresting. Oh, you think that corpo- 
ale boardrooms don't care about the 
em™mon man? Oh, you think that 
Usifiess interests getting in bed with 
Sliticians somehow cheapens the 
Mocratic process and causes it to 
© little suspect? How interesting— 
o! are totally progressive. I especial- 
‘ked the part where you compared 
hat's happening to dissenters in 
erica right now to what happened 
» ‘he victims of the holocaust. In no 
* did | think that sentiment cheap- 
*ed your argument or misrepresent- 
"an actual travesty for your own 
sc naginative agenda. —BRYAN BIRTLES / 

@ruewoskiy.com 
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Neil Young, Time Fades Away 
(Reprise) Originally released: 1973 
Over the years, Neil Young has driven 
his career without 
fegard for hit songs 
and a steady 
upward climb into 
stadium rock. There 
have been hard 
right turns, rever- 
sals and just plain 
bizarre twists over 
the decades since 
he left his Canadian 
home and moved to 
the United States. 

Time Fades Away 
is one of those records that confounded 
Young ‘s fans—or at least many of 
those who had recently latched onto the 
easy melodies and relative comforts of 
1972's big-selling Harvest 

Rather than continue in the direc- 
tion of his previous studio album, 
Young hit the road with the Stray 
Gators backing him and recorded a 
live album of new material, capturing 
songs and performances that were 
ragged and tortured, to say the least, 
and coloured in no small part by the 
recent heroin overdose of Young's 
friend and guitarist Danny Whitten 

Precision was often jettisoned in 
favour of raw emotion during the live 
performances that this album was 
culled from, with Young opening with 
the title track's frenzied cry, “Down on 
pain street, disappointment lurks,” 
and closing with the grungy noise of 
“Last Dance,” where he sings “You 
can live your own life” at the same 
time as he situates the song within 
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QUICK SPINS 
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ee | WHITEY HOUSTON 

== | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


ROGER MOOKING 

SOUL FOOD 

WARNER 

A beguiling voice 

Like a baby’s bum wrapped in 
Sandpaper diaper 


ELISA 

DANCING 

SUGAR 

Put down self help book 
Grab guitar, vagina cream 
Make “feelings” album 


SOLANGE 

SOL-ANGEL AND THE HADLEY ST 
DREAMS 

GEFFEN 

As in Solange Knowles 


As in Beyonce's sister 
As in Latoya 


SEX WITH STRANGERS 

THE MODERN SEDUCTION 
BOUTIQUE EMPIRE 

Like sex with strangers 

But with less shame and almost 
No rectal chafing 


— CU 


ur 


E afi 


the circular grind of the work week 

As much as Time Fades Away is 
marked by the rawness of the full band 
performances, however, it is the trio of 
songs that Young performs on solo 
piano, his voice cracking painfully during 
each one, that ties the record together, 
softening the steel heart of determina- 
tion that Young 
turns to in the face 
of devastation in 
several of the 
tunes. 

“Journey Thru 
the Past” finds the 
singer questioning 
his direction, con- 
trasting his adopted 
home with the one 
back in Canada, as 
he asks, “Will | still 
be in your eyes and 
on your mind?”; “Love in Mind,” the one 
track drawn from an earlier tour than 
the rest, sees Young admitting, “I've got 
nothing to lose | can’t get back again”; 
and on “The Birdge” he sings sadly, 
“The bridge was falling down / And that 
took a lat of lies.” 

Its the simple admissions, trembling 
voice accompanied only by sad piano 
chords, that reminds us that Young is a 
damaged performer often at his most 
interesting when he's struggling to hold 
his head above the water 

Young has said that Harvest put him 
in the middle of the road, after which 
he immediately headed for the ditch 
and Time Fades Away was the first 
movement in that direction, followed 
by 1974's On the Beach and 1975's 
Tonights the Night; those three albums 
form. a trilogy of sorts within Young's 
catalogue, finding the songwriter set- 
tling firmly into that ditch, not afraid to 
get stuck in the mud or to spash a little 
(or a lot) of dirt on his songs. w 


TICKLE ME PINK 

MADELINE 

WIND-UP 

A simple game plan 

Write good songs and play them well 
Check and fucking check 


TERRENCE HOWARD 
SHINE THROUGH IT 
SONY BMG 

Serious actor 


Serious adult contemp 
Serious nap time 


OASIS 

DIG OUT YOUR SOUL 
REPRISE 

It’s nice to see that 


Noel's raging Beatles boner 
Is still flyin’ high 


GYM CLASS HEROES 
E QUILT 
FUELED BY RAMEN 
They managed this well 


Ali’ rock, a li'l hip hop 
And minimal suck 


~ AARON PRITCHETT 
THANKFUL 


UNIVERSAL 

Heart-felt nii-country 

Well made hits from another 
CMT D-Bag 


CEA P. 
NOG TT 1s 


T THE PLACKH DOG FREENHOU 
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NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS ano FULL MENU 


LIVE BANDS 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY! | 


SANDS STaRT @ 3:00 Pm ; $5.00 cover 


FRiOCT7- 222 FOOT FUNK 
sat oc 8- MESSENGER | 
8307 SSTH STREET | EDMONTON AB } 780-760-0077 


MONDAY - SATURDAY | 3PM - 3AM 
WWW DVBTAVERN. con 


FEST SVAL SHOWGAS! 


DinMANG al 
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DO YOU LOVE 
MUSIC? 


THE 
STARLITE ROOM 
IS HIRING. 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR SECURITY, 
DOOR STAFF SERVERS. 
PLEASE DROP OFF A RESUME TO 10030-102 ST 
(MAILBOX SLOT) OR EMAIL A RESUME TO 


CONTACT @STARLITEROOM.CA 


wit ASTROLOGY 


ROB BREZSHY 
freewill @vueweekly.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 

“Sometimes the fastest way to get there / 
is to go slow,” sings Tina Dico in her song 
“Count to Ten.” “Sometimes if you want to 
hold on / you've got to let go.” That's a ripe 
oracle for you to meditate on, Aries. As you 
explore the nuances of its meaning, you 
may discover secrets about how life is 
always working behind the scenes to bal- 
ance things out. You might also see that 
going to any extreme will often attract the 
opposite extreme into your life; an excess 
of yang can lead to yin, and vice versa. 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 


{usually don’t have to tell you Bulls how 


important it is to finish what you've started. 
You are, after all, among the top three signs 
of the zodiac when it comes to following 
through. But just in case you've momentari- 
ly fallen under the sway of a delusion that 
would encourage you to escape before the 
resolution is fully in place, I’m here to 
remind you: It’s time to make the art of com- 
pletion your graceful obsession. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Who are the best enemies we have ever 
had? According to David Brown in the 
Washington Post, they are the thousands 
of endogenous retroviruses that attacked 
our ancestors for millions of years. In 
response to their evil invasions, we 
humans have had to build our rough, 
tough immune system, which is one of 
the most amazing creations on the planet. 


Let's make this your inspirational 
metaphor for the coming weeks, Gemini. | 
urge you to welcome the opportunities 
that your adversaries are going to give 
you to grow bigger, stronger and more 
beautiful. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Sometimes it makes sense for you to be 
conservative and cautious and skeptical 
of novelty. A periodic immersion in the 
slow-motion approach helps you maintain 
a strong center of gravity and allows you 
to be true to yourself in the face of the 
pressure you get to be like everyone else. 
The past few weeks have been such a 
time for you, Cancerian. Soon, though, 
you'll begin to feel urges to take some 
risks, instigate fresh trends and express 
yourself with more daring and expansive- 
ness. Are you game? 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

Futurists predict that in 30 years many of 
us will have robots as our best friends. 
But | believe it's already the case that 
machines are our boon companions. You 
may not have a name for your computer 
or iPhone, but you interact with it as if it 
were an animate and intimate assistant. 
Music or TV or talk radio might be turned 
on in your home around the clock, provid- 
ing a constant flow of comforting noise. | 
know people who derive a sense of cozi- 
ness from the hum of the refrigerator or 
the rumble blowing through the heating 
vents. Have you ever talked to your car? 
Kicked a temperamental appliance? Used 
a sex toy? This is the best week ever for 
you to acknowledge your symbiosis with 
the alien life forms we depend on. Now 
go kiss your laptop. Caress your toaster. 
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VIRGO (AUG 23 -SEP 22) 

“If you could ask everyone you met one 
question, what would it be?” A reader 
named Ty Sassaman emailed me with that 
query. As | thought about what my 
response would be, | considered questions 
like “What's the one thing you most want 
to accomplish before you die many years 
from now?" or “What could you do to bring 
more intelligence into the way you love?” 
But ultimately | decided on “What is your 
soul's code?” How about you, Virgo? What 
would be your prime question? | suggest 
that in the coming days you ask it of every- 
one you encounter. You're in a phase in 
your astrological cycle when focused 
curiosity is a kind of superpower. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Describing the poet Kenneth Koch, his col- 
league John Ashbery said that his work 
“gives you the impression that you are 
leading an interesting life; going to parties 
and meeting interesting people, falling in 
love, going for rides in the country and to 
public swimming pools, eating in the best 
restaurants and going to movies and the 
theater in the afternoons. By comparison, 
most other modern poetry makes me feel 
as if | were living in a small Midwestern 
university town.” In the coming weeks, 
Libra, | exhort you to have an impact on 
people that's like Koch's poetry. Here's the 
best way to do that: live the most interest- 
ing and imaginative life you can dream up. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

If you're a left-winger, you may think right: 
wingers are stupid or evil or both. If you're a 
right-winger, you probably hold the same 
attitudes about left-wingers. A similar pat- 
tern prevails between most other groups 


TO ATTEND THE 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 23°° 


ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP AT 


MAA 


'S maple 


IN IXeEATEREs 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 24™ 


that hold opposing views. You're a rare per- 
son if you've never looked at a certain 
group of people and thought to yourself, 
“They are all sick idiots.” But in the coming 
week, Scorpio, I’m asking you to find out 
what it’s like to dispense with judgments 
like that. In fact, try living without any 
scapegoats whatsoever. If even for an hour 
per day, visualize the possibility that those 
with whom you disagree might be sincere 
and well-meaning. I'm not suggesting this 
exercise merely because it's a nice thing to 
do. It will also have the magical effect of 
giving you access to parts of your own intel- 
ligence that have been closed off to you. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“Be humble for you are made of dung,” 
says a Serbian proverb. “Be noble for you 
are made of stars.” | expect that you'll soon 
be getting vivid evidence of that truth, 
Sagittarius. Your challenge will be to resist 
the temptation to believe that you're more 
dung than stars, or more stars than dung. 
That might be hard, given the fact that prac- 
tically everyone around you believes they 
are one or the other. But | promise you that 
you have the power to do it. You can exude 
cheerful equanimity while dwelling right at 
the crux of the paradox. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Describing a Jupiter transit, Capricorn 
astrologer Steven Forrest wrote, “Life is a 
train wreck, except the trains are made of 
cake and ice cream.” Amen to that, bro. I'd 
add that a Jupiter transit might also be 
imagined as being on the verge of too 
many orgasms, or getting forced to make a 
painful choice between fantastic wealth 
and amazing power, or having well-mean- 
ing allies overwhelm you with help. Now, 


as you enter the last 12 weeks of Jupiter's 
year-long journey through your astrological 
house of beginnings, I'm expecting you to 
harvest some of the most delightful and 
enriching “messes” ever. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 
In a recent horoscope, | urged peop 
convince everyone around them 
more responsibility and be more accoutt 
able. In response, a reader named Rene 
wrote, “| can’t think of anything more futile! 
Convincing other people to be anythir 
other than the way they are is a misguid 
and losing proposition. Unless people tiave 
hired you as their therapist, or adopted you 
as their guru, they are not likely to take your 
opinions about their behavior serious!) 
Rene did acknowledge that it's possible 10 
subtly inspire people by being a stirrin 
example of the behavior you'd like to 
them. Since | think her observations are 1! 
only wise but also pertinent to your currett 
situation, I'm passing them on to you 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

In medieval Europe, more resources <i" 
human ingenuity were lavished upon catne 
drals and churches than on any othe 

ings. In the last hundred years, the empnes 
has been different, having switched te the : 
towering structures that house insiit' tutions 
dedicated to commerce. By that meas’ 
money is a far more important god than 2! 
During the next few weeks, Pisces, | inv") yo 
to buck the modem trend. As an exper@tl 
see if you can devote at least one mo’ pet 
cent of your energy and intelligence (0 
ters of the spirit and soul than to the deren 
of the material realm. | suspect you'! find , 
ironically, that this will lead to an increas?" 
your mastery over the material reali. ¥ 
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14219-142 St (780-452-9100) © 
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TUESDAY TREATS free invitation every Tuesday evening (?- 
a pee ae 

Ip demonstrate uct benefits, 
DeabtifulyouZ009@ymail.com; (780. ae 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA MONTHLY POTLUCK DINER 
Riverdale Hall, 9231 - 100 Ave * Please bring a vegetarian, 

in. oF raw food dish, your own platas and cutlery, ato * Oct 
19(530pm) © $3 members / $5 (memberships will he available) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Stratheons Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10-11am) every 
month, stand in silence for a world without violence 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD Civil Enginooring Building 
(CEB) 925, www iweek valberta.ca * Global issues film and 
et series * WAR DANCE: Dominic, Rose, and Nancy are 

ree children whose familias have been tom apart, their homes 
destroyed, their innocence lost, and who currently reside in a 
displaced persons camp in Patongo * Qet 22 


WHAT'S AT STAKE IN THE U.S. ELECTIONS? Stanley Milner 
Library, Sir Winston Churchill Square # LUNCH BY THE BOOKS 
A panel discussion about the U.S. election, featuring the 
re i fee from the Dept. of Political Science and 

for United States Policy Studies at the Uof A. * Oct 23 
{12:05— 12:50pm) * Free 
WHY WE ARE OBESE - GAIRDNER PUBLIC LECTURE 
Berard Snell Hall in the Walter Mackenzie Heelth Sciences 
Centre (University of Alberta Hospital east entranea on 112 
Street between €5 and 86 Avenue) » Dr. Jeffrey Friedman will 
address the complex issues that are contributing fo this growing 
epidemic * Oct 19 (7-Bpm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook United 
‘Church, Red Deer (403-347-6073) Affirm welcome LGBTO peo- 
eee. family, and allies meet the 2nd Tue (7pm) 
every mont 


ere 
. f \WHusions Social a 
fi eye Edmonton 


. 
Toonflash,. to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * 
Seta nator ten ony fee al and an 
Arrowchaser 


Perr renee Umea er head Daren 
10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and their 
admirers who have common social interests meet the 2nd Sun 


® Recreational and 


© parts Sean ch aes Powis 


PRLAG Pride ‘640-111 Ave I. 
bined Contre, 95 xe © A support crop for par 


MIGHTELUB 10220-103 St, www playnightclub. 
Open Thu Fr, Sst The ist bar for tha guegr ont to 
‘Open in a deeade with DJs Alex Brown ard Eddia Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, vovewpricie- 
Gentreofedmonton.org (780-488-3234) ® Open Tue-Fri 1-109m, 
Sat 2-6: * LGB7 Seniors prone Moot every Tue/Thu (2- 
eet a a aa 
us every Sat (noon) « 
Understanding Moa ee fo 25 years, support and social 


Moet ‘Sun (7pm); facilitator: Rab Wells 
robwells]B0@hotpal con * HIV Support Group: Meet the 2nd 


PRISM BAR 10524 - 101 Street (780-990-0038) * to Di 

Kid-OF Pay, Coma most the jas o they selector rag” 
‘mentors in preparation for the most amazing transformation: Oct 
11 © Drag King Contest; Oct 17 


ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St 
(780-492-1587) www.rwue org * Soul OUTing: an UGBT-focused 
alternative worship * 3rd Sun every month (7pm); worship Sun 
{10°30am); people of all sexuat onentations weicome. A LGBT 
‘Mmonthly book clob and a bi-monthly film night Call for more into 
OF email jravenscroft@ryuc.org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 1 1525-76 Ave (780-496-1555) « 
People of all sexual orientations are weloome * Every Sun 
{10am worship} 


WOMONSPACE vivevwwomonspace ca, 

Jmail.com (780 482 1794) * A Non-profit lesbian 
‘Social organization for Edmonton and surrounding area. 
Organized monthly activities from dances, games nites, golf tour 
hament, etc. Monthly newsletter and reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (780-488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) * Sst-Tue Karaoke with Tuzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Poo! 
Toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410-Kingsway Ave « 
The Aviation Memoria! Committee with 700 Wing Air Force 
Association, Alberta Aviation Museum and the Edmonton 
Aviation Heritage Society are pleased to announce the 
unveiling of the second set of memorial stones at the 
Aviation Mamorial * Oct 19 (11am) 


THE BROTHERS S0TH ANNIVERSARY 
Edmonton Scottish Society 3405 - 101 St (780-489. 


CONCERT 

8028 or 780-436-2200) * The Alexander Brothers are one of 
Scatlano’s longest performing acts of traditional Scottish music! 
# Oct 23 + $30 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

“FREEDOM FOR U. GAMBIRA" BENERT CONCERT 
Wunderbar Hofbrauhaus 8120-101 St. Live music by The 
Surgents - Light Travels - Gautam Karmk - D. Errol U'Hirondelle, 
presented by Raindance Rubberboots * Saturday, October 18, 
2008 {8 -12pm) # $5 door * Net proceeds to Amnesty Int. 


making, sppoky tour, ling. tarot card readings, ghost 
patrol, snacks and more! * Oct 24 & 31 {730-109m) 
CANTILON CHOIRS 


DESSERT AUCTION (8TH ANNUAL) 
Winspsar Centre for Music, Lobby, 9720-102 Ava * Thu Oct 16 
pty * $15 © Tickets available at the Cantilon Office (780-732- 
1262) 
(CORN MAZE 25101. SH 627. Spruce Grove, eww.edmonton: 
commaze 03 (780-288-0208) * Rexall Edmonton indy themed 
maze are Oct 18 © $9(12 and uol/$7 (5-11)/free for kids 


Mirema Dining and Lounge 9431- 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS W/olterdale Playhouse at 10322- 


83rd Ave, ww. com (780-289-2005) * A 
Ghostly Walk through Old Stratheona * Through Oct 30 Mon-Thu 
nights ONLY (7pm) * $8 / person 


FOLDING FESTIVAL Stanley A. Milner Library (780-495-7000) « 
The Edmonton Origami Society presents displays and instruction: 
al sessions for baginner to master st our 19th annual festival * 
Oct 18819 


(780-413-4682) www pettherapysociety.com 
receive awords from the Pet Therapy Society of Ni 
(yt eae Malcolm Arania (AXA Minister Faust) # Oct 
18 (6pm) 
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QUEERMONTON 


TEO KERR 
ted @yueweekly.com 


“Being gay isn’t about being white,” says 
Aisha, one of the founders of DIAM 
(Diversity of Identities and Acceptance of 
All Minds), an Edmonton group that brings 
together people who are both sexual and 
visible minorities. Aisha, a second-gener- 
ation Canadian lesbian whose family 
maintains a strong relationship with its 
Filipino roots, sees a lot of value in bring- 
ing together her experiences of being sex- 
ually, visibly and culturally different from 
the homogenous white majority of 
Edmonton—but getting to this point has- 
n't been without its struggles. 

Living in a visual age where gay is 
seen by many as the white man or west- 
ern man’s sickness and is typified by 
white, physically fit people being outed 
by Perez Hilton and bamboozling them- 
selves on TV and in the movies doesn't 
leave a lot of room for a butch/fem 
(depending on her mood) lady lover who 
wants to dance at the gay bar while not 
having to sacrifice a healthy open rela- 
tionship with her mother. 

Aisha, who prefers not to use her last 
name out of respect for her family 
describes not only having to carve out a 
place that allows her raom to express all 
parts of herself, but also relays the pres- 
sure she feels from her family to con- 
form, be respectful and not erode the 
traditions they have fought so hard to 
keep up in a country that would just as 
soon see them assimilated. It is an expe- 
rience of being squeezed on all fronts, 
fot ta mention from within. 

Part of the pressure comes from the 
narrow way society views sexuality. 
“We still talk about being gay in a North 
American way,” Aisha says, and she’s 
fight. This year at the International AIDS 
conference in Mexico City Shivananda 
Khan, executive director of the Naz 
Foundation International urged caution 
when doing LGBTT advocacy in other 
countries, since labelling someone gay 
in a society that denies that homosexu- 
ality exists can have fatal consequences, 

Growing up understanding that she was 
different, Aisha saweno examples and was 
provided no templates to help guide her. 
Gay was either what was portrayed in Hol- 
lywood movies—white, sex-addicted, 
funny—or what she could gather from the 
limited examples she saw in Filipino cul- 
ture—swishy men wearing lady's dresses. 
{twas from that experience that she began 
to understand it was going to be hard to 
define who she was in a society obsessed 
with simple labels. Compounding it all was 
her admirable refusal to relinquish parts of 
herself, like her cultural background, just to 
make life easier. 

It is this inability to turn their backs on 
family and culture that provides the great- 
est strife for gay visible minorities. It is also 
the strong connection to family that in 
some cases makes being gay OK. Aisha’s 
friend and DIAM co-founder had for the 
longest time not told his parents that he 
was gay, but their only concern when he 
finally did was that he still maintain his 
duties as a son and take care of his family. 
For him this was a good scenario—he was 
able to take care of himself and his family. 


oy 
FOR A GROUP OF GUYS from Team 
Edmonton, being gay and coming from a 
fon-white background pravided them with 
an opportunity to think differently and 
examine everything that had been passed 
down to them. “It gave me a reason to be 
different,” says Kwok, who is Chinese, 
“because | already knew | was different.” 
Its @ sentiment echoed by Norman and 
Jackie, who are also Chinese and gay, 
which led to a discussion on how being, 
gay relates to the transnational issue of 
being CBC (Canadian-born Chinese) and 
the experience of lost identity—not being 
seen as Canadian by Canadians, and not 
seen as Chinese by people in China. Ina 
way, being gay gave them an escape 
route and allowed them to consider what 
itwas to be outside of labels altogether. 

All three, along with Carlos, who 
comes from El Salvador, say that the 
Majority of issues came not from being 
gay in their families, but from being a vis- 
ible minority in Edmonton's gay culture 
While they all agree that things are get- 
ting better, each has their own stories of 
ignorance, fetishization and discriminas@ 
tion that came from within Edmonton's 
gay community. Norman pointed to gen- 
eralizations like someone who is Asian 
and gay automatically being seen as pas- 
sive, as a bottom or only into white quys 
He remembers once being told at a bar in 
the city to “stick to your own kind.” Jack- 
ie recalls how being Chinese seems to 
rule out in other people’s minds the possi- 
bility that he might also be gay. “They see 
me as Chinese first and can’t even con- 
ceive that there is more to me than that.” 

Carlos has a slightly different experi- 
ence, and uses being visibly different as 
his competitive edge at the bars. As some- 
one who grew up not really relating to his 
Salvadoran roots, Carlos naw plays it up to 
his advantage at the gay bars. “When a 
Latin song comes on | am front and centre 
on the dance floor. | know that this is my 
time.” He doesn’t mind that some guys 
would be into him just because he is Latin. 
For others, being seen first as Latin, Chi- 
nese or Black can be an issue. Aisha has a 
friend in the DIAM group, a black gay man, 
who Is tired of being seen as a conquest 
by white guys who want to fulfill the fan- 
tasy of being with a black man. 

Another member of DIAM is a Muslim 
lesbian who wears a hijab. For her to go 
out and be a part of Edmonton's gay 
scene is almost impossible. Even if she 
can get up the nerve to go to a gay best 
there is the reality that once she gets in 
she is seen first and foremost as a Mus- 
lim, rather than a woman looking to 
dance and have a good time. Nothing kills 
the mood more than being seen as a ter- 
forist when you're just trying to dance to 
a Madonna song. 

These stories, which blend ethnic 
and sexual identities together, are not 
readily available in mainstream media, 
in school curriculum or heard over holi- 
day dinner. That, says Aisha, is why 
DIAM exists. * 

“We couldn't find ourselves in the 
queer community and no one talks about 
these things in our homes, so we come 
together and illuminate for each other 


_ what it is to be gay and ourselves.” w 


For more information on DIAM visit dia- 
monline.org. ¢ 
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EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed ... 
Must include professionel attitude and 
desire to succeed. 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
~ Assistants and Stylists 
os Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed {night}. Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 780-907-0570 


As part of our expansion programme, Yash Clothing And 


Textile company is seeking for part time work from home 
Sales/Account representatives, it pays more than $3650 
a month plus benefits, depends on your devotion to the 
job and takes only little of your time... Please contact us 
for more details. Requirements—Should be a computer 
literate. 2-3 hours access to the intemet weekly. Must 
be over 20)rs of age. Must be efficient and dedicated. If 
you are interested end need more information, please 
send e-mail to yash.sandpiper02@graffiti net 
for more feedback 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE 


MAKE MONEY! 


Looking for the perfect jeb with goad pesple, 
great pay, flexible hours, all while supporting 
the arts? Then call Bey at 780-408-S1fi 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


‘CLASSIFIEDS 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 

Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 
ee ee | Ad al 
editing. Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want to 

renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or drop 

it off. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication. 

Placement will depend upon available space 


Gallery at Milner call for submissions 
Oet. 10. More info: 780-496-7030 


The Works Festival—Calls to Enter * Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors. 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2008 © Churchill Square 2009 DiS 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2008 © 2011 exhibit 3 
Aug. 25, 2008 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest. 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
‘on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! line: June 1, 
‘2008 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: 1, 2008 © Download applications at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Festival organizations in Northem Alberta (north of 


Highway 16 corridor) are encouraged to apply for the 
TransAlta Festival City Mentorship/Partnership Grant 
Info and application forms available from the 
Edmonton Arts Council website 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca or call Sally Kim at the 
Edmonton Arts Council 780-424-2787, ext 226 


Steeps—Did Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
Sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


MUSICIANS 


56 year old drummer looking to find musicians to jam 


with. Old rock and blues. Northside prefferable. 
780-461-8437 


5-piece hard rock cover band requires dummer—dedi- 


cation and ambition a must. A professional part time 
band, booking in Western Canada. Please call Rod 
780-232-6373, leave message 


Mature drummer and singer/quitar player seeking 
commited bass player for modern rock power trio 
780-288-3445 


FRAMING 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 
Affordab f s. Musit Posters 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC, 780-221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. _ 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


Local band Southroot is ooking for a bass player. We 
play original hard rock. Call 780-987-0098 


Youth rock band available to play non-profit events. 
Visit www.st-rock.com for booking. 
Part of www.-therockgeneration.com 


Wanted drummer and bass player/singer for “Metal” 


band. Infl. Black Label Society, Must be hard, heavy 
and fast. Call Critter 780-434-8349 leave message 


Drummer needed: Serious inquiries only. Experience 

and creativity an asset. Quality gear required, Must 

be willing to commit. Call Sean 780-990-0888 or e- 
mail amazaria@gmail.com 


Experienced country lead guitarist would like to jam 
with mature country singer who likes traditional 
country music. 780-421-1250 


WORKSHOPS 


VOLUNTEER 


Sat Oct 18 2-4 pm 
TransAlta Arts Barns 
10330 - 84 Ave Edmonton 
780-490-1129 
Presented by ECKANKAR 
www.eckankar.org 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old 
www.youthvolunteer.ca 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child and 
back into your life! Be a Big Brother or Big Sister 
Today! Call 424-8181. Remember you don't have to 

change your life to change theirs! 


help with this course. Thu evenings until Oct. 16. 
John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand our 
youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura.keegan@redcross.ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED; Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: 
edmonton.respected@redcross.ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
{not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses provided. Call 407- 
3221 (depressed only), 407-3906 (healthy or 
depressed), or 407-3775 (female healthy or 
depressed, including pregnant and just delivered) for 
more information 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give sup- 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 780-432- 
1137, ext 357 


Instructor Support Aide-Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
women to present course materials, and students 
4hrs/wk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate-Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner and excellent communication skills wanted. 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
at monthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
Bam-Spm. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Crass. Help us make our 


mission of assisting the mast vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redcross.ca 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 


seeking people with acritical ear who will be at 
protests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
between people, corporations or governments to sim- 
ply bring a recorder and send us the footage 
E: riseupradio@cjsr.com; Sam Power, 492-2577 ext. 4 
for recording equipment and more details 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www.famlit.ca 


Seniors Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
424-3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays. Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. Shifts day/ eve., days/wknds, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp). req., various locations. Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed to help new immigrants to Canada 
learn about Canadian customs and culture. Tue and 
Thu June-Aug. Ph Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www,thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780-732-6648 


Special needs “Learn to Bike" courses at Gold Bar 
Park are looking for volunteer experienced cyclists to 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-ipm. Call 429-2020. 


Why Not Have Some Fun at 
Work This Year? 


JOB FAIR 


Bring your resume, chat with our Managers & Supervisors 


Thursday, October ?, 2007 3pm -7 pm 
Thursday, October 16, 2007 3pm-7pm 


& Part-time stat) 


* Parking Attendant 
% Lift Operator %# Food Services 

* Ski Patrol % Rental Shop 

# Snow Rider Retail Store — # Ski/Snowboard Techniciar 
* Instructors: Ski, Snowboard, X-Country, Telemark 


* Guest Services 


#online at www.snowvalley.ab.ca 


*or email jobs@snowvalley.ab.ca 


FLEXIBLE HOURS, PERKS & BENEFITS, COMPETITIVE 
WAGES 


119 st off Whitemud Dr 
P: 780.434.3991 
E: jobs@snowvalley.ab.ca 
www.snowvalley.ab.ca 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach,Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


° $14/h, guaranteed wage 
¢ Flexible hours 
¢ Travel and advancement opportunities 
* Perks such as daily coffee and treats 
* Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 
¢ A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 
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anyway.) Maybe the skills of his 
exual partners haven't been up to 
sratch? Or maybe its just his problem? 
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‘Volunteer for ElderCare. 


with daily activities for 
seniors. Call 747 


Ext. 4 


ian Mental Health Association—Edmonton 
Rajne Board che eth info visit www.emha- 
edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 
Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www. thesupportnetwork.com 


A call for voluateers - Action for Healthy 
Communities; Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


_ CANADIAN LER FOUNDATION i ooking for 
thusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer ity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by’ ‘to put together a collec- 

tion af life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
inte mph el oe a agect 
‘tne fo assist wil bg 9 a storywriting, and/or 
layout and design. ‘47 ext 4 for iio 


ae Dea emus ts info contact 
i] ions }. FOr into contac! 
iscilla Wagar at 422-6223 or pwagar@artgalleryal- 


Would you lige to ilies affected by 
Alias? Socaliae it eanfor tie Casttn 
with games in it ae Edmonton, 7! 


(olunteer for the | meet other art enthusiasts, 
afore volunteer work, 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 


ngo! ¢ Care, Bingo volun- 
pad rais funds for program. 
ings. Ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


Expos re: Edmonton's 
Seeks steering commit 


volunteers. Visit 


Nolunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
Tefugees wow multiutturaleoalition ca or call 
Janina 423.1973, 


Tae Asinal Rescue Society 
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Ans and Culture Festival 


‘His problem. My then-boyfriend (we got 


‘married and now | don't get to have a 
boyfriend anymore) used to use a phrase, 
“That's not an MP, that’s a YP” which comes 
to mind, but he never used it on me and 
that’s a good thing, because it's feally 
obnoxious. If this guy were your boyfriend 
this would be a YP too, so let's be glad he’s 
just a friend and it's an HP all the way. 

No, | don’t think it’s particularly true, 
although the category “men” is rather large 
and there are individuals and subgroups 
who do feel that way. Very young men, for 
instance, will usually have been waiting for 
years to “get on with it,” and tend to think of 
intercourse as “the real thing” or “sex” and 
feel like everything else is, | quess, the fake 
thing. The sad part is that this conviction 
often leads to fairly disappointing sex, espe- 
cially but not exclusively for the girls 
involved, when teenagers trade in the usual- 


homeless animals, young or old! 
scarseare.org 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A is 

seeking MAJOR DEPRESSION sufferers who are inter- 

ested in participating in a research study. Please call 
407-3906 if interested 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


PALLS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
ESL - English as a Second Language program. Training 
and materials provided. Contact 424-5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior. Call Bev 732-1221 


Do you lave art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
Cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hatmail.com 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers {o take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 
(50+) to help seniors with vision loss. Far more info 
call Catherine 453-8304 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 


second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 


- all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 


or 944-0792 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Educetion : Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 

resentation T. 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line; 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health 0 
Education 


www. n 
Program is pleased to eit octane 
u the skills to intervene with people 

he at risk for suicide. Follow the links to 


Have you been affected by another person's 

behaviour? crm isa 12-Step fellow- 
ship for family members and friends of sex addicts. 
Ph 780-988-4411 for meeting locations and info, or 
visit www.sanon.arg 


ly gratifying heavy petting and manual and 
oral for the strictly genital, 

Men who know a bit more about what 
they really like do tend to have a slightly 
wider repertoire, depending on and 
responsive to who, what, when, where 
and why. Sometimes a man just needs a 
blow job. Sometimes everything is just 
too wet and soft to get the job done 
{although men are, admittedly, generally 
partial to the wet and soft) and only a 
hand will do the job. Sometimes the visu- 
ai element (from above while partner 
kneels, from behind in dogay-style) is the 
important part, with friction and tempo 
taking the back seat, as it were. In other 
words, as in all things sexual, it depends 
Your friend, by assuming that all men are 
just like him, is lacking in imagination, 
and again | say good for you for not hav- 
ing to be his girlfriend. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


WUEWEEKLY 


DEAR ANDREA: 

I've been going out with a great man for a 
year now and the sex is finally beginning to 
flourish in kinky and sensual ways. I can 
orgasm relatively quickly from a variety of 
methods. The problem is, recently he can't 
come from oral or vaginal intercourse. We 
try different positions but the only way he 
can reach orgasm is from his own hand. 
What is going on here? How can | get him 
to come with me? 

LOVE, WOMAN WAITING 


DEAR WW: 

| suggest you file this under “fond hopes” 
and not make too big a deal out of it, since 
sexual response is not the sort of system 
that responds well to stress. I'd also caution 
you not to take it personally, if that’s possi- 
ble, since assuming you are not doing any- 
thing differently, this appears to be an HP 
and nothing you can affect much one way or 
the other. | do wonder if perhaps he has 
Started taking an antidepressant or a beta 
blocker, both common medications with 
nearly universal sexual side effects, at least 
at first. If so, you give it a while and if things 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Temptations Massage 
The girl next door studio 
13 ladies to choose from 
15122 Stony Plain Road 

(780) 483-6955 lic # 68956959 
www.thenexttemptation.com 


LEGENDS FLAT RATE $350/hr Outcall 
www. flatratefun.com 
(780)932-4739 
Top Girls! Pay what we quote! 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE. best service in town 
www. freewebs.com/asiantauch (780) 695.3623 
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Chat 
with 
100's of 
HOT 
naughty 
girls! 


Nighitine. Other cities 1-877-834-4044 


Edmonton } 


don't improve he goes back to the doctor for 
meds adjustment and a general check-up 
If not that or that or that other thing, the 

usual culprits are aging (possible, you didn’t 
Say), anxiety and, of course, boredom. Lots % 
people would rather hear that their partner 
has a dangerous, progressive disease than 
that he’s bored with them, but don’t freak 
out. If you're just getting into the fun, kinky 
part together it’s unlikely that he’s bored 
already. He may be worried about something 
or fixating on something even kinkier that 
he’s afraid to ask for but that you might feel 
like offering if only you knew what it was 
And he might simply be aging out of the 
sorts of stimulation that did it for him before 
and need rougher handling, which you ce 
certainly provide. Watch what he’s doing 
with the successful handiwork—where is he 
stroking, how hard and how fast? Once you 
know what's working you can try recreating 
the sensations in a way that gets and keeps 
you involved. Nobody said you can’t use your 
hand (or his) during a blow job, right? Or dur- 
ing what the guy in the first letter would 
insist all men like better anyway? 

LOVE. ANDREA 


Christie's Outcall Massage 
Hot German blonde. 
780-964-7361 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outeall only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 
789 218 1511 


Lc # 7e580122 


ADULT HELP WANTED 


Experienced working manager needed for ar 
massage studio on Vaneouver Island. 250-714- 


Calgary 403-313-3311 


Aeccee™® 


Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 


1-900-561-5555 s2sisomin * 


1-900-451-3333 sao 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2515 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24*) 


‘Try Crutsaline Text for fron, Text “xtra” to SPREE + wore.crutsaline.ca 
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10515-109 Street 423-3957 
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